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   2018 marks the 100th anniversary of the birth of classic writer,  
Dame Muriel Spark

Born in Edinburgh in 1918, Muriel Spark originally worked 
as a secretary and then a poet and literary journalist. 
She was completely unknown and impoverished until 
she started her career as a story writer and novelist. Then 
everything changed  overnight. A poet and novelist, 

she also wrote children’s books, radio plays, a comedy 
Doctors of Philosophy, (first performed in London in 1962 and 

published 1963) and biographies of nineteenth-century 
literary  figures, including Mary Shelley and Emily Brontë. 

For her long career of literary achievement, which began in 1951, when she won a short-story 
competition in the Observer, Muriel Spark garnered international praise and many awards, 
which include the David Cohen Prize for Literature, the Ingersoll T.S. Eliot Award, the James Tait 
Black Memorial Prize, the Boccaccio Prize for European Literature, the Gold Pen Award, the first 
Enlightenment Award and the Italia Prize for dramatic radio.

From 1957, and the appearance of her first novel, The Comforters, she was warmly applauded 
by many famous writers of the day including Evelyn Waugh, Graham Greene and W.H. Auden. 
Her novel The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie was made into a play on Broadway and the West End of 
London and then a famous film for which Maggie Smith won an Oscar. Muriel Spark was made a 
Dame in 1993 in recognition of her services to literature. She was twice short-listed for the Booker 
Prize, in 1969 for The Public Image and in 1981 for Loitering with Intent. She died on 15th April 
2006, aged 88.

The National Library of Scotland and Creative Scotland are celebrating 100 years since the 
birth of Muriel Spark with a range of literary and cultural events, including a major exhibition, an 
international academic conference at the University of Glasgow, two BBC documentaries and 
new editions of her work.

All Titles and Previous Publishers
Praise for Muriel Spark:

‘Muriel Spark’s most celebrated novel … This ruthlessly and destructively romantic school ma’am 
is one of the giants of post-war fiction.’-  Independent (on The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie)

‘Spark is a natural, a paradigm of that rare sort of artist from whom work of the highest quality 
flows as elementally as current through a circuit: hook her to a pen and the juice purls out of 
her.’ -New Yorker

‘My admiration for Spark’s contribution to world literature knows no bounds. She was peerless, 
sparkling, inventive and intelligent - the crème de la crème.’ - Ian Rankin

‘Muriel Spark’s novels linger in the mind as brilliant shards, decisive as a smashed glass is decisive.’  
- John Updike

MURIEL SPARK

Centenary Celebrations
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Molly Keane was born in Co.Kildare, Ireland in 1904 to an 
Anglo-Irish gentry family. She described her interests when 
young as ‘hunting and horses and having a good time’ 

and said that she began writing only to supplement her 
dress allowance. Between 1928 and 1956 she published 
eleven novels under the pseudonym M.J. Farrell; in the 
circles in which she moved, to be known as a writer 
would have been social death. Witty, perceptive, and 
often remorselessly cruel, Molly Keane had an acute 
eye for character, writing not only about the beauty of 

the sheltered world of big houses and field sports she 
knew so well, but also the all-pervading selfishness of 

people whose only loyalty was to their pet dogs.

GOOD BEHAVIOUR (Virago, UK)
Silverue - an enchanting Irish mansion - is owned by one of 
the most frightening mothers in fiction - the indomitable, 
oppressively girlish Lady Bird. Blessed with wealth and 
beautiful children she has little to worry about except the 
passing of the years and the return of her son John’s sanity. 
To help her through the potentially awkward occasion of 
John’s return from the asylum she has enlisted the support of 
Eliza, a woman she believes to be her confidante. But Eliza 
has her own secrets, and John’s homecoming will prove the 
catalyst for revelations which Lady Bird would much rather 
leave buried.

‘She writes with the clarity and wisdom of someone who can 
make sense of human foibles through all their stages from 
youth to old age.’ Guardian

MOLLY KEANE

Current Sales

French 
(Editions De La Table Ronde);
Italian (Astoria);
Spanish (Contrasena)

All Titles and Previous Publishers

Troublesome Women
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Described as the ‘Jane Austen of the 20th Century’ by J. B. 
Priestley, Dorothy Whipple (1893-1966) was an extraordinarily 

gifted story-teller who enjoyed a period of great popularity 
in the 1930s and 1940s with her tales of mainly middle-
class domestic trauma which were hailed as worthy 
successors to the work of Elizabeth Gaskell and George 
Eliot. Two of her novels, They Were Sisters and They 
Knew Mr Knight were made into feature films. 

THEY WERE SISTERS (Persephone Books, UK)
Like her other works, this apparently gentle novel has 

a very strong theme at its heart. In this case the focus is 
on domestic violence and how three sisters’ choice of 
husband dictates whether they have homes, and whether, 
in their homes, they will be allowed to flourish, be tamed or 
repressed. Lucy’s husband is her beloved companion; Vera’s 
husband bores her and she turns elsewhere; and Charlotte’s 
husband is a bully who turns a high-spirited naive young girl 
into a deeply unhappy woman.

`Exerts a menacing tone from start to finish. I eavesdropped 
on the lives of Lucy, Charlotte and Vera, compelled to go 
on but with a sense of simmering dread’ Independent on 
Sunday

‘the sparkling achievements of this accomplished novelist, 
not the least of which is the ability - rarer today than it should 
be - simply to entertain.’ Spectator

DOROTHY WHIPPLE

Troublesome Women
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Mary Wesley (1912–2002) was one of Britain’s most successful 
post-war novelists. She wrote books for children and adults, 

including the novel  The Camomile Lawn, adapted for 
television by Peter Hall. She also wrote a memoir, Part of 
the Scenery, and after her death was the subject of an 
authorised biography, Wild Mary, by Patrick Marnham.

THE CAMOMILE LAWN (Vintage, UK)
Behind the large house, the fragrant camomile lawn 

stretches down to the Cornish cliffs. Here, in the dizzying 
heat of August 1939, five cousins have gathered at their 

aunt’s house for their annual ritual of a holiday. For most 
of them it is the last summer of their youth, with the heady 
exhilarations and freedoms of lost innocence, as well as the 
fears of the coming war. The Camomile Lawn moves from 
Cornwall to London and back again, over the years, telling 
the stories of the cousins, their family and their friends, united 
by shared losses and lovers, by family ties and the absurd 
conditions imposed by war as their paths cross and recross 
over the years. Mary Wesley presents an extraordinarily 
vivid and lively picture of wartime London: the rationing, 
imaginatively circumvented; the fallen houses; the parties, 
the new-found comforts of sex, the desperate humour of 
survival - all of it evoked with warmth, clarity and stunning 
wit. And through it all, the cousins and their friends try to 
hold on to the part of themselves that laughed and played 
dangerous games on that camomile lawn.

MARY WESLEY

Current Sales

Czech (BB Art);
Dutch (Uitgeverij Unieboek)

All Titles and Previous Publishers

Troublesome Women
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Kate O’Brien was born in Limerick City in 1897. After the 
success of her play Distinguished Villa in 1926, she took to 

full-time writing and was awarded the 1931 James Tait 
Black Prize for her debut novel Without My Cloak. Kate 
O’Brien is best known for her novels The Ante-Room, The 
Land of Spices, and That Lady. Many of her books deal 
with issues of female agency and sexuality in ways that 
were new and radical at the time. Throughout her life, 
O’Brien felt a particular affinity with Spain—while her 

experiences in the Basque Country inspired Mary Lavelle, 
she also wrote a life of the Spanish mystic Teresa of Avila, 

and she used the relationship between the Spanish King 
Philip II and Maria de Mendoza to write the anti-fascist novel 
That Lady. She died in Faversham, near Canterbury, in 1974.

MARY LAVELLE (Virago, UK) 
Mary Lavelle, a beautiful young Irish woman, travels to Spain 
to see some of the world before marrying her steadfast 
fiance John. But despite the enchanting surroundings 
and her three charming charges, life as governess to the 
wealthy Areavaga family is lonely and she is homesick.

Then comes the arrival of the family’s handsome, passionate 
- and married - son Juanito and Mary’s loyalties and beliefs 
are challenged. Falling in love with Juanito and with Spain, 
Mary finds herself at the heart of a family and a nation.

KATE O’BRIEN

All Titles and Previous Publishers

Troublesome Women
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Few writers have been more versatile than Anthony Burgess: 
one of the leading novelists of his day, he was also a poet, 

playwright, composer, linguist, translator and critic. In 
addition to his best-known work, A Clockwork Orange, he 
wrote thirty-three novels, twenty-five works of non-fiction, 
two volumes of autobiography, three symphonies, more 
than 150 other musical works, reams of journalism and 
much more. He was a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Literature, received honorary degrees from St Andrews, 
Birmingham and Manchester universities and was 

created Commandeur des Arts et des Lettres. 

THE DEVIL’S MODE AND OTHER STORIES (Vintage, UK)
Conjuring up distant times as well as the present, faraway 
places and familiar ones, ordinary human conflict and the 
deepest questions of the human condition, Anthony Burgess 
dazzles with these brilliantly crafted stories.
He imagines a meeting between Shakespeare and 
Cervantes, Attila the Hun’s thoughts on civilization, Claude 
Debussy’s musical discovery, and a man who becomes a 
permoment traveler.

‘One of the most productive, imaginative and risk-taking of 
writers.’ - Irish Times

ANTHONY BURGESS

Current Sales
French (Grasset)

All Titles and Previous Publishers

Short Stories
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Along with H G Wells and Isaac Asimov, Sir Arthur C Clarke 
is rightly considered one of the founding fathers of modern 
science fiction. He authored or co-authored over 100 

books of science fiction and science fact, and his visions 
of space travel and computing sparked the imagination 
of readers and scientists alike. His works includes the 
classic short story The Sentinel, which formed the 
basis for 2001: A Space Odyssey, which he co-wrote 
with Stanley Kubrick. Other novels which received 

significant critical acclaim include Rendezvous with 
Rama, Fountains of Paradise (Hugo and Nebula award 

winner 1979),Childhood’s End, a classic of alien literature 
and one of his best novels, and The City and the Stars.

He received numerous honours, including several Doctorates 
in science and literature, a Franklin Institute Gold Medal and 
the Marconi Fellowship, and in 1998 was knighted in the New 
Year’s Honours List. He died in 2008, at his home in Sri Lanka, 
shortly after completing his final book, The Last Theorem.

THE COLLECTED STORIES (Gollancz, UK)
From early work like ‘Rescue Party’ and ‘The Lion of Comarre’ 
through classic stories including ‘The Star’, ‘Earthlight’, ‘The 
Nine Billion Names of God’, and ‘The Sentinel’ (kernel of the 
later novel and movie 2001: A Space Odyssey), all the way to 
later work like ‘A Meeting with Medusa’ and ‘The Hammer of 
God’, this comprehensive short story collection encapsulates 
one of the great science fiction careers of all time.

ARTHUR C CLARKE

Current Sales

French (Bragelonne)
Hebrew (Moby-Dick Publishing)
Korean (Minumin)
Russian (AST)

All Titles and Previous Publishers

Short Stories

“Clarke’s grave and lucidly written fiction vaults 
metaphysically across millennia and contracts the near-
infinite arc of astronomical time…[the best of the stories] 
are like fairy tales – wise, light-hearted but emotionally 
compelling, calmly luminous in their descriptions of 
terrible or miraculous events vivid with a sense of 
sadness and loss, and like all profound stories of magic, 
essentially improbable, essentially convincing” – Guardian

“…some of the best science fiction ever written…” – Observer

“Nearly 1,000 pages of some of the best short fiction 
the field has ever seen” – Science Fiction Chronicle
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War, Trickery, Fear and Innocence

Short Stories 

From Roald Dahl, the master of the sting in the tail, a newly collected  series
 of his darkest stories for adults.

Dahl understood our deepest secrets, desires and fears and in Penguin’s War, Trickery, 
Fear and Innocence - he explores our hidden selves.

Penguin (Michael Joseph) published all four volumes on 10th August 2017

In war, are we at our heroic 
best or our cowardly 
worst? Featuring the 
autobiographical stories from 
Roald Dahl’s time as a fighter 
pilot in the Second World War 
as well as seven other tales of 
conflict and strife, Dahl reveals 
the human side of our most 
inhumane activity.

Among other stories, you’ll 
read about the pilot shot down 
in the Libyan desert, the fighter 

plane that vanishes inside a mysterious thick white 
cloud and the soldier who returns from war but has 
been shockingly changed by his experiences

How underhand could you 
be to get what you want? In 
these ten tales of dark and 
twisted trickery Roald Dahl 
reveals that we are at our 
smartest and most cunning 
when we set out to deceive 
others - and, sometimes, 
even ourselves.

Here, among others, you’ll 
read of the married couple 
and the parting gift which 
rocks their marriage, the 
light fingered hitch-hiker and the grateful motorist, 
and discover why the serious poacher keeps a few 
sleeping pills in his arsenal.

Do you enjoy being scared? 
Featuring fourteen classic 
spine-chilling stories chosen 
by Roald Dahl, these tales of 
ghostly goings-on will have 
you shivering with fear as you 
turn the pages.

They include such timeless 
and haunting stories as 
Sheridan Le Fanu’s The Ghost 
of a Hand, Edith Wharton’s 
Afterward, Cynthia Asquith’s 
The Corner Shop and Mary 

Treadgold’s The Telephone.

What makes us innocent 
and how do we come 
to lose it? Featuring the 
autobiographical stories 
telling of Roald Dahl’s 
boyhood and youth as 
well as four further tales 
of innocence betrayed, 
Dahl touches on the joys 
and horrors of growing up.

Among other stories, 
you’ll read about the 
wager that destroys a 
girl’s faith in her father, the landlady who has 
plans for her unsuspecting young guest and 
the commuter who is horrified to discover that 
a fellow passenger once bullied him at school.

Roald Dahl
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Graham Greene is recognised as one of the most important 
writers of the twentieth century, achieving both literary 

acclaim and popular success. His best known works include 
Brighton Rock, The Heart of the Matter, The Quiet American 
and The Power and the Glory. Born in 1904, he went 
into journalism on leaving Oxford, before dedicating 
himself full-time to his writing with his first big success 
Stamboul Train. He became involved in screenwriting 
and wrote adaptations for the cinema as well as 

original screenplays, the most successful being The Third 
Man. Religious, moral and political themes are at the root 

of much of his writing, and throughout his life he travelled to 
some of the wildest and most volatile parts of the world which 
provided settings for his fiction. He died in 1991 at the age of 86 .

COMPLETE SHORT STORIES (Penguin, UK)
A collection spanning 60 years of his writing, Graham 
Greene’s Complete Short Stories confirm his status as a 
20th-century master of fiction. With brevity and intensity, 
the stories illuminate the furthest reaches of the human 
condition – innocence, corruption, desire, pride, duplicity, 
mortality –  combining the intrigue, wit and moral ambiguity 
that characterise Greene’s style.

GRAHAM GREENE

Current Sales
Chinese simplified (Foreign 
Language Teaching and 
Researching Publishing);
France (Laffont);
Japan (Hayakawa);
Korea (Freedom Hill)

All Titles and Previous Publishers

Short Stories
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Dorothy L. Sayers (1893-1957) was a playwright, scholar, 
and acclaimed author of mysteries, best known for 

her books featuring the gentleman sleuth Lord Peter 
Wimsey. She also wrote theological essays and criticism 
during and after World War II, and in 1949 published 
the first volume of a translation of Dante’s Divine 
Comedy (which she considered to be her best work).

LORD PETER WIMSEY - THE COMPLETE SHORT STORIES 
(Hodder & Stoughton, UK) 

Discover Dorothy L. Sayers’ inimitable Golden Age detective 
in this collection of the complete Lord Peter Wimsey stories. 
Presented in chronological order, these short stories 
see Lord Peter Wimsey bringing his trademark wit and 
unique detection skills to all manner of mysteries. From 
poisoned port to murder in fancy dress, Wimsey draws 
on his many skills - including his expertise in fine wine and 
appreciation of fine art - to solve cases far and wide, some 
even taking him to foreign countries and unexpected 
hiding places in pursuit of miscreants and murderers.
Containing twenty-one stories, this is the ultimate 
collection for fans of classic detective fiction.

‘She brought to the detective novel originality, intelligence, 
energy and wit.’ - P. D. James

‘She combined literary prose with powerful suspense, and it 
takes a rare talent to achieve that.  A truly great storyteller’. 
– Minette Walters

DOROTHY L. SAYERS

All Titles and Previous Publishers

Short Stories
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Dylan Thomas was born in Swansea in 1914. One 
of the finest poets of his generation, he also wrote 

short stories, film scripts and radio plays, including 
the masterpiece Under Milk Wood. He died on 
9 November 1953 in New York, shortly after his 
39th birthday. In 1982 his memorial stone was 
unveiled in ‘Poets’ Corner’ in Westminster Abbey.
 

Portrait of the Artist as a Young Dog (Orion UK)
These semi-autobiographical stories set in Dylan 

Thomas’s hometown of Swansea see the young poet 
develop from wide-eyed child to impish schoolboy, 
from yearning adolescent to roaming local newspaper 
reporter. Thomas populates his Swansea with memorable 
characters and evokes the misadventures of his 
boyhood with lyricism and humour. Keenly observed 
and written in the poet’s unmistakeably playful prose, 
Portrait of the Artist as a Young Dog is an exuberant 
and poignant depiction of the passions of youth.

 

DYLAN THOMAS

Current sales
Danish (De Poetiske Bureaus Forlag)
Norwegian (Beokvennen Forlag)
Portoguese (Porto Editora)

All Titles and Previous Publishers 

Short Stories
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Born in 1903, John Wyndham pioneered a form of science 
fiction that he labelled ‘logical fantasy’, moving away from 

the ‘traditional’ form of sci-fi which was mainly set in outer 
space and featured what Wyndham called ‘galactic 
gangsters’, to write about situations that were rational 
extensions of the present day and featuring ordinary 
people who try to sustain civilized values when the nor-
mal social system has collapsed.
The Day of the Triffids, Wyndham’s first significant 

novel, remains one of his most widely-read and highly-
acclaimed works. His other classic novels include The 

Chrysalids, The Kraken Wakes, The Midwich Cuckoos and 
Chocky. He died in 1969.

THE SEEDS OF TIME and CONSIDER HER WAYS: AND OTHERS 
(Penguin UK)
In these two collections of stories, Wyndham conducts an 
exploration of the science fiction staple - what if?
If a mind could be transferred into the body of another… if 
forms of life could travel across the galaxies…if human beings 
were not foolish enough to believe only in what they see…if 
time travel were a real possibility.
In these brilliant and mesmerising short stories, John Wyndham 
makes all things seem possible.  The glimpses of future worlds 
are breath-taking in their clarity and confirm John Wyndham’s 
status as one of the most innovative writers of his time.

JOHN WYNDHAM

All Titles and Previous Publishers

Short Stories
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Jane Gardam is the only writer to have been twice awarded 
the Whitbread/Costa Prize for Best Novel of the Year, for 
The Queen of the Tambourine and The Hollow Land. She 
also holds a Heywood Hill Literary Prize for a lifetime’s 

contribution to the enjoyment of literature. She was 
awarded an OBE in 2009. Her novels include God on the 
Rocks, which was shortlisted for the Booker Prize; Faith 
Fox; The Flight of the Maidens; the bestselling Old Filth, 
which was shortlisted for the Orange Prize in 2015; The 
Man in the Wooden Hat; and most recently, Last Friends. 

THE OLD FILTH TRILOGY (Abacus, UK) 
Emotionally distant but highly successful Edward Feathers, his 
beautiful wife Betty, and his devilishly handsome professional 
rival (and Betty’s one-time lover) Edward Veneering are 
the anchors of this series, with each novel focusing on a 
different character. Feathers was a “raj orphan”- born 
in Far East British colonies and raised in England - while 
Veneering’s own path to legal renown is as Dickensian as his 
name. Filth and his circle tell a bittersweet tale of enduring 
friendship while contending with the disappointments and 
consolations of age as an empire declines around them. 

‘Gripping and funny, and I had great fun broadcasting it on 
Book at Bedtime’ - Martin Jarvis

‘Sharp, humane, generous and wonderfully funny, she is one 
of our finest writers’ – Hilary Mantel

‘Readers will relish Old Filth for its compassionate wisdom, 
its comprehension of the way we lived then and now, and 
for its absolute mastery of authorial tone – the product of a 
lifetime of experience and craft.  It is a Rembrandt portrait 
of a novel.  Don’t miss it.’ - Amanda Craig (New Statesman)

JANE GARDAM

Current sales:
Danish (Modtryks)
Dutch (Cossee)
French (Lattes)
German (Hanser)
Norwegian (Gyldendal)
Swedish (Weyler)

All Titles and Previous Sales

Classics of Our Time
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Dame Penelope Lively is the author of many prize-winning 
novels and short-story collections for both adults and chil-
dren. She has twice been shortlisted for the Booker Prize: 

for her first novel, The Road to Lichfield, and again for 
According to Mark. She won the 1987 Booker Prize for 
her highly acclaimed novel Moon Tiger. Her latest book 
Life in the Garden (2017) is a meditation of gardening, 
literature, creativity and living.

HEAT WAVE (Penguin UK)
Pauline is spending the summer at World’s End, a cottage 

somewhere in the middle of England. This year the adjoin-
ing cottage is occupied by her daughter Teresa and baby 
grandson Luke; and, of course, Maurice, the man Teresa 
married. As the hot months unfold, Maurice grows ever 
more involved in the book he is writing - and with his female 
copy editor - and Pauline can only watch in dismay and 
anger as her daughter repeats her own mistakes in love. 
Heat Wave is a moving portrayal of a fragile family dam-
aged and defined by adultery, and the lengths to which a 
mother will go to protect the ones she loves.

‘It is intelligent, thoughtful and wry, its themes ingeniously 
interconnected on varying levels.’ - Hilary Mantel (The 
Spectator)

‘Extraordinarily good, intelligent and perceptive... very mov-
ing’ - Susan Hill

PENELOPE LIVELY

Current sales:
Italian (Guanda)
Russian (Ripol)

All Titles and Previous Publishers

Classics of Our Time



22

Josephine Tey is one of the best-known and best-loved 
of all crime writers. She began to write full time after 
the successful publication of her first novel in 1929, The 
Man in the Queue, which introduced Inspector Grant 
of Scotland Yard. In 1937 she returned to crime 
writing with A Shilling for Candles, but it wasn’t until 
after the Second World War that the majority of 
her crime novels were published. A number of her 
novels have been adapted for radio and television.

A SHILLING FOR CANDLES (Random House, UK) 
Beneath the sea cliffs of the south coast, suicides 
are a sad but common fact. Yet even the hardened 
coastguard knows something is wrong when a 
beautiful young film actress is found lying dead on the 
beach one morning. Inspector Grant has to take a 
more professional attitude: death by suicide, however 
common, has to have a motive - just like murder...

Nicola Upson has developed a passion for the 
theatre and literature of the interward period, and 
an admiration for the writing of Jospehine Tey in 
particular. Nine Lessons is the last instalment in a series 
of crime novels featuring as a main character  a 
fictionalised version of Josephine Tey - one of the 
leading authors of Britain’s Golden Age of crime writing. 

NINE LESSONS (Faber & Faber, UK)
Josephine Tey is in Cambridge, a town gripped by fear 
and suspicion as a serial rapist stalks the streets, and in 
the shadow of King’s College Chapel, Detective Chief 
Inspector Archie Penrose faces some of the most horrific 
and audacious murders of his career. 
The new novel in Nicola Upson’s highly praised series 
featuring Josephine Tey takes the reader on a journey 
from 1930s Cambridge to the bleak and desolate Suffolk 
coast - a journey which will ultimately leave Archie’s and 
Josephine’s lives changed forever.

JOSEPHINE TEY

Classics of Our Time

NICOLA UPSON

Current Sales
French (10/18) 
German (Audoba/Audio)
Italian (Mondadori)

All Titles and Previous Publishers
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