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Jennifer Atkins

The Cellist

UK: Peninsula Press - May 2022
UK Editor: Jake Franklin/ Sam Fisher
Primary Agent: HM
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (NL)

Additional Info:
Extent - 55,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Unedited 
manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

DHA Rights Portal Page

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

Luc has not seen Billy for many years, but when a major 
exhibition of his work opens, she finds herself returning in her 
mind to their life together when she was twenty-nine, when she 
knew that although Billy was making no money from it, he was a 
sculptor. But she was not yet a cellist. How back then she could 
not find the convergence between the two performances: the 
cello player and the lover; how she was severed from her cello 
through the disruptive, arresting effects of romantic love on her 
identity, and had to restate her commitment to her work. There 
was the sensation of an orchestra playing behind her, a crowd. 
And how much she needed for them to listen…

She has lived a long time as a soloist.

Jennifer Atkins is a writer from London. Her fiction has been 
published by The White Review, and she has written for Conde 
Nast’s World of Interiors on the hidden history of women’s 
domestic manuscripts. She is a script reader and has previously 
worked as a bookseller. The Cellist is her first novel

A debut novel of great passion and lucidity which denounces 
romance as the central experience of a life

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Jennifer-Atkins-2a3ebba98b904920a121a8195e10d88e
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Santanu Bhattacharya 

He Doesn’t Live Here Anymore

UK: On submission
Primary Agent: JW
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (JW)

Additional Info:
Extent - 85,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Japan Uni

DHA Rights Portal page

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

India, 1992. The country is ablaze with riots after Hindu nationalists 
have demolished a mosque. Shabby, ten years old, watches a 
mob set fire to a man. His family are complicit in this violence. 
Over the next twenty-five years, Shabby stumbles through life 
trying to right the wrong, haunted by trauma, propped up by 
privilege, bound by family expectations, fuelled by his own 
dreams. Sweeping in scope and deeply personal in telling, He 
Doesn’t Live Here Anymore is a story of politics tearing through 
the lives of the young, and their journey to discover their own 
voice in a world coming apart at the seams.
 
The novel charts the trajectories of its young protagonist, a 
family, and a country as they navigate three decades of 
intense change in the subcontinent - the rise of a strident right-
wing Hindu nationalism on one hand, and rampant capitalism 
and Westernisation on the other. It focuses on the middle-class, 
a billion-strong population at the intersection of lofty aspirations 
and traditional values.  Santanu’s protagonist belongs to the 
first generation of millennials, perennially at the cusp of an 
analogue childhood and a digital adulthood and the novel 
is also an emotionally resonate deep-dive into the personal 
lives of its characters, exploring the complex repercussions of 
identity politics on the individual, physical and mental traumas 
of violence, the intergenerational conflict of value systems. 
 
Santanu Bhattacharya grew up in India and studied at the 
University of Oxford and the National University of Singapore.  
He is a graduate of Tin House Writers’ Workshop 2021, a highly 
selective creative writing programme in Portland USA.  In 2021, 
early work for this novel won Hachette’s Mo Siewcharran Prize 
and was shortlisted for the Pontas/JJ Bola Emerging Writers Prize 
,  Blue Pencil Agency First Novel Award and won him a place 
at the London Writers Award while his memoir piece ‘The Nicer 
One’, won the Life Writing Prize and so the mentorship of Max 
Porter which is ongoing.  Santanu has worked with the United 
Nations, the British Civil Service and Teach For India.   Growing 
up gay in a world where there was no consciousness of sexual 
diversity and now as a gay immigrant, he finds himself at an 
intersection of privilege and marginalisation.  It is these grey 
spaces and themes of displacement and belonging that he is 
most interested in exploring in his writing.

Praise for He Doesn’t Live Here Anymore:
‘He Doesn’t Live Here Anymore is a pure pleasure to read. 
Beautifully modelled complex characters, an ingenious 
structure, unforgettable set-pieces. It’s the great contemporary 
middle class Indian novel, showing us ordinary people; 
traumatised, knotty, yearning, learning, knocked about by 
the specific sociopolitical currents of turn-of-the-century India, 
but also wrestling with universal challenges of family, ambition, 
friendship and shame. It’s an effortless page-turner, carrying 
us through from the boyhood of its richly compelling central 
character -haunted, traumatised, fallible, in constant flux 
- and landing us with a gorgeous sense of a whole life, a full 
universe of feeling, one life connected to any other. It’s utterly 
marvellous….He’s a born storyteller’.  - Max Porter

Bhattacharya’s debut novel claims for him the title of the next 
major voice to come out of India 

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Santanu-Bhattacharya-e08d52e7318b409f9a80822eba9b1173
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Tish Delaney

The Saint of Lost Things

UK: Hutchinson - 30th June 2022
UK Editor: Ailah Ahmed
Primary Agent: LK
Translation Rights: DHA 
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI)

Additional Info:
Extent - 442 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - First proof pages

Co-agents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

DHA Rights Portal page

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

Two women live alone in rural Ireland, both the victims of the 
head of the household from which they have been exiled: 
ancient and brutal land-owner Granda Morris. As Bell and Lindy 
– Granda’s daughter and grand-daughter – shiver together 
year after year for warmth, can they ever forgive the other 
enough to work together to make life worth living again?

What happened to Lindy’s mother, Bell’s sister Barbara, who 
disappeared one stormy night many years ago? Where is 
Lindy’s father, the gypsy her mother fell in love with, whose ‘bad 
blood’ was intolerable to her family?

Like her mother, Lindy is keen to love and be loved. But when 
the man who is Lindy’s greatest loss and darkest secret returns, 
can he even start to return the love she has for him? More than 
ever before, Lindy longs to escape.  If she flies, she’ll leave 
Auntie Bell to fend for herself. If she digs in, she might just finally 
find the strength to pay back all of her grandfather’s cruelties 
in one satisfying hit.

Tish Delaney was born and brought up in Northern Ireland at 
the height of the Troubles. Like a lot of people of her generation, 
she left the sectarian violence behind by moving to England. 
After graduating from Manchester University, she moved to 
London and worked on various magazines and broadsheets as 
a reporter, reviewer and sub-editor. She left the Financial Times 
in 2014 to live in the Channel Islands to pursue her career as 
a writer. Before My Actual Heart Breaks, her debut novel, was 
published by Hutchinson in 2021.

Praise for Before My Actual Heart Breaks:

‘Mary is an eloquent narrator, conveying her and her husband’s 
pain with exquisite and moving precision. The loneliness, grief 
and long-lasting repercussions of trauma are achingly real. The 
graphically described Troubles provide a powerful backdrop to 
this arresting and moving novel.’ - Daily Mail

‘I did not expect this debut to turn into the most exquisite love 
story, but it did, and I was besotted.’ - Red 

‘This is in many ways a familiar story but it is told in such a fresh, 
entertaining, funny and moving way, it felt like I was reading 
something brand new.’ - Roddy Doyle

It’s never too late for a coming of age story. 

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Tish-Delaney-81508745af004a5a80758ffd450a78a3
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Jessica George

Maame

UK: Hodder & Stoughton - Spring 2023
UK Editor: Olivia Barber
US: St Martin’s Press - Spring 2023
US Agent: Sarah Cantin
Primary Agent: JF
Translation Rights: DHA 
Film/TV Rights: DHA (PK)

Rights sold:
German - btb Verlag

Additional Info:
Extent - 88,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Edited 
manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media 
Japanese - Japan Uni

DHA Rights Portal page

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

Up to now, Maddie’s life has revolved around being the primary 
carer for her father who suffers from Parkinson’s. Between that 
and working a job she hates where she’s the only black woman 
in every meeting, Maddie barely has time for a social life, let 
alone a love life. 

When her mother returns from an extended stay in Ghana, 
Maddie takes the opportunity to move out of the family house 
and finally start living her life. She finds a flat share, starts saying 
yes to after-work drinks and dives into the murky world of internet 
dating.

But when tragedy strikes, Maddie is forced to face the true 
nature of her unconventional family situation: a mother who 
takes more than she gives, a father who barely managed to 
say he loved her, and a brother who dealt with it all by leaving.

Jessica George was born and raised in London to Ghanaian 
parents and studied English Literature at the University of 
Sheffield. After working at a literary agency and a theatre, she 
landed a job in the editorial department of a publishing house. 
She now lives in south west London with an incontrovertible 
sweet tooth and the knowledge that she can consume half a 
cake by herself if left to her own devices. 

Smart, funny and heart-breaking, Maame tells the story of 
Maddie, a young British Ghanaian woman, as she grapples 
with family, friendships, love, loss – and learning to navigate 

life one frantic Google search at a time.

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Jessica-George-91caec7b00254dd694e30d7ab20617f5
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Guinevere Glasfurd

Privilege

UK: Two Roads - March 2022
UK Editor: Lisa Highton
US: On submission
Primary Agent: VB
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (NL)

Additional Info:
Extent - 90,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Copyedited 
manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

DHA Rights Portal with all current 
publishers

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

Privilege is a picaresque story, filled with adventure and mishap. 
It takes you to the heart of book publishing and censorship in 
pre-revolutionary France, when a book required royal privilege 
before it could be published. This privilege required the sanction 
of the King, enforced by the Chief Censor and a network of 
spies. Books that fell foul of this system were censored or banned; 
others were published outside of France and smuggled back at 
great risk. 

In 18th century France when the Enlightenment  was at odds 
with the absolute power of the King, Delphine Vimond flees 
to Paris after being cast out from her home in Rouen when 
her father is disgraced. Into her life tumbles Chancery Smith, 
apprentice printer from London, sent to discover the mysterious 
author of potentially seditious papers marked only D.

In a battle of wits with the French censor, Henri Gilbert, Delphine 
and Chancery set off in a frantic search for D‘s author. But who 
is he – and does he even exist?

Guinevere Glasfurd is a critically-acclaimed novelist. Her debut 
novel, The Words in my Hand, was shortlisted for the 2016 Costa 
First Novel Award and Authors’ Club Best First Novel Award 
and was longlisted in France for the Prix du Roman FNAC. 
Her second novel, The Year Without Summer, was written with 
support from the MacDowell Colony Foundation, longlisted for 
the Walter Scott Historical Fiction Prize 2021 and shortlisted for 
the HWA Gold Crown Award 2020. Awarded grants from the 
Arts Council England and the British Council for her work, her 
writing has also appeared in the Scotsman, Mslexia and The 
National Galleries of Scotland. Originally from Lancaster, she 
now lives near Cambridge with her husband and daughter

Praise for The Year Without Summer:

‘A rich, well-written, and entirely convincing work of historical 
fiction. Each story adds a dimension to the exploration of 
climate disaster across social class and geography… in The 
Year Without Summer we are offered both a vision of the past 
and a vision of the future.’ – Irish Times

‘Glasfurd is a strikingly sharp and subtle writer who finds beauty 
in the bleakest situations. She has the rare ability to conjure 
characters vividly in a few deft strokes…Glasfurd’s hard-hitting 
admonition deserves to find its mark’ – Guardian

‘Another superb saga, rich in both historical detail and human 
interest.’ – Observer

A novel in defence of reason, humanism and hope.

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Guinevere-Glasfurd-1bece7d4b3644a6f9951e471993cccda
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Guinevere-Glasfurd-1bece7d4b3644a6f9951e471993cccda
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Saleem Haddad

Memories of a Flood

UK: On submission
Primary Agent: VB
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (NL)

Additional Info:
Extent - 120,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Unedited 
manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Japan Uni

DHA Rights Portal with all current 
publishers

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

When the matriarch of an Iraqi-British family of artists develops 
ALS and makes the decision to undergo euthanasia, her family— 
living across the world and torn apart by betrayals, family 
secrets, and mental illness — come together one final time 
to undertake a journey down the Tigris River, where they must 
reckon with their family’s legacy, the violence of modernity, 
and make peace with their mother’s decision to die. 

This multi-generational novel is sweeping in its scope, travelling 
across time periods, points of view and geographies: told from 
the perspective of five of the family members, from 1930s Iraq 
to modern day London, the novel moves from southeastern 
Turkey to Baghdad, Beirut, London, Scotland, Sana’a and 
Dubai. Based on extensive research into Iraqi art and history, 
the novel touches on themes of climate change, memory 
and exile, Mesopotamian mythology, grief, and the legacy of 
trauma and mental illness.

Saleem Haddad was born in Kuwait City to an Iraqi-German 
mother and a Palestinian-Lebanese father. He has worked with 
Médecins Sans Frontières and other international organisations 
in Yemen, Syria, Iraq, Libya, Lebanon, and Egypt. His first 
novel, Guapa, was published in 2016, a political and personal  
coming-of-age story of a young gay man living through the 
2011 Arab revolutions. The novel received critical acclaim 
from the New Yorker, The Guardian, and others, was awarded 
a Stonewall Honour and won the 2017 Polari First Book Prize. 
Haddad was also selected as one of the top 100 Global Thinkers 
of 2016 by Foreign Policy Magazine.

Praise for Guapa:

‘Guapa tells the riveting story of a young gay Arab man in an 
unnamed country grappling with his personal identity in the 
midst of political crisis.’ - The Washington Post  

‘[R]eaders will find no shortage of characters they’ll want to 
spend time with…Those looking for a nuanced portrait of gay 
life in the modern Middle East will find plenty to admire.” 
- Kirkus Review

‘The deeply personal and effortlessly readable narrative 
explores the negotiations that a queer, Muslim, American-
educated man in love is forced to make in spaces where his 
identity is constantly called into question.’ - Huffington Post 
      

The anticipated new novel from the author of the 
award-winning Guapa

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Saleem-Haddad-fb1de455625e4ae0b695ac527db531ec
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Saleem-Haddad-fb1de455625e4ae0b695ac527db531ec
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Sophie Mackintosh

Cursed Bread

UK: Hamish Hamilton - Spring 2023
UK Editor: Hermione Thompson
US: Doubleday - Spring 2023
US Editor: Margo Shickmanter
Primary Agent: HM
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (NL)

Additional Info:
Extent - 52,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Edited 
manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Rights sold for Blue Ticket:
Arabic - Almada
German - DTV
Greek - Klidarithmos
Hungarian - Athenaeum
Italian - Einaudi
Korean - Prunsoop
Persian - Houpaa
Russian - Eksmo
Turkish - Can Yayinlari

DHA Rights Portal with all current 
publishers

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

When the baker’s wife Elodie overhears a mysterious 
conversation between charismatic newcomers to her town —
Violet, and Violet’s husband, known only as “the ambassador”— 
the seed of an obsession is planted. She becomes gripped with 
observing them, imagining them, trying to solve the secret to 
their beautiful life. It is an illusion she pieces together with her 
own gleaned research, transcripts, and fantasies — one that 
prevents her seeing her own life and marriage for what it is. And 
underneath Elodie’s lavish imaginings, the truth will be revealed 
to be more ordinary, less magical, even sordid, sinister.

Sophie Mackintosh is the author of The Water Cure, which was 
longlisted for the Man Booker Prize 2018, and Blue Ticket. She 
has also won The White Review Short Story Prize and the Virago/
Stylist Short Story Competition, and has been published in 
Granta, The New York Times, The White Review and The Stinging 
Fly among others. In January 2020 she was picked as ‘a face set 
to define the decade ahead’ by Vogue.

Praise for Sophie Mackintosh:

‘The cool intensity and strange beauty of Blue Ticket is a 
wonder - be sure to read everything Sophie Mackintosh writes’ 
– Deborah Levy, author of Hot Milk   

‘Dreamlike, tense, compelling, [with] a pitch-perfect ending’ 
– The New York Times     

‘Gripping, ethereal, atmospheric’ – Sunday Times

‘A gripping, sinister fable’ – Margaret Atwood, author of The 
Handmaid’s Tale

A novel of great intensity about the fantasy of happiness 
which reimagines the unsolved true crime of the 1951 Pont-

Saint-Esprit mass poisoning.

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Sophie-Mackintosh-1017edfd63a548ba9122ff59cd939e51
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Sophie-Mackintosh-1017edfd63a548ba9122ff59cd939e51
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Alexander McCall Smith

The Joy and the Light Bus Company

UK: Little, Brown - September 2021
UK Editor: Richard Beswick
US: Pantheon - October 2021
US Editor: Edward Kastenmeier
Primary Agent: CW
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: The Haworth Agency

Additional Info:
Extent - 240 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Final Files

Co-agents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori 

DHA Rights Portal with all current 
publishers

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

Mma Ramotswe knows she is very lucky indeed. She has a 
loving family, good friends, and a thriving business doing what 
she enjoys most: helping people. But the latest mystery she is 
called upon to solve is distinctly trickier than it initially appears, 
and, of course, there’s plenty to handle in her personal life 
between Charlie and his new bride and Mma Makutsi and her 
talking shoes.

In the end, Mma Ramotswe’s patience and common sense will 
win out, and, without a doubt, all will be the better for it.

Alexander McCall Smith is the author of the No. 1 Ladies’            
Detective Agency novels and numerous other series and  
stand-alone books. His works have been translated into more 
than forty languages and have been best sellers throughout 
the world. He lives in Scotland.

Praise for the No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency Series:

‘I find it impossible to think about these novels without smiling’ 
- Craig Brown, Mail on Sunday

‘A tapestry of extraordinary nuance and richness’ 
- The Wall Street Journal

‘These books, like their author, have charm. You cannot  
overstate the power of this—it’s the missing ingredient in  
contemporary fiction’ - Guardian    

The newest addition to the ever-popular, internationally 
beloved series finds Precious Ramotswe and her friends up to 

their necks in mysterious trouble.

No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency #22 

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/The-Joy-and-Light-Bus-Company-Mma-Ramotswe-Book-22-6c5894ccbc084700a780106c0c54722e
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/The-Joy-and-Light-Bus-Company-Mma-Ramotswe-Book-22-6c5894ccbc084700a780106c0c54722e
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Alexander McCall Smith

UK: Polygon - November 2021
UK Editor: Edward Crossan
US: Knopf Doubleday
US Editor: Edward Kastenmeier 
Primary Agent: CW
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: The Haworth Agency

Additional Info:
Extent - 256 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Final files

Co-agents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

DHA RIghts Portal with all current 
publishers

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

A fresh chance to catch up with the always entertaining             
goings-on in 44 Scotland Street. In the latest instalment of the 
popular series, Alexander McCall Smith, with his customary 
charm, humour and deftness, follows Bertie Pollock and his 
neighbours as they go about their business in this very special 
corner of Edinburgh.

Alexander McCall Smith is the author of the No. 1 Ladies’            
Detective Agency novels and numerous other series and  
stand-alone books. His works have been translated into more than 
forty languages and have been best sellers throughout the 
world. He lives in Scotland.

Praise for the 44 Scotland Street Series:

‘[McCall Smith] can make decency sparkle, and honour seem 
like the holy grail’ – The Age (Melbourne)

‘McCall Smith’s generous writing and dry humour, his  
gentleness and humanity, and his ability to evoke a place and 
a set of characters without caricature or condescension have  
endeared his books (to) readers’ 
- The New York Times Book Review

‘Entertaining…McCall Smith has been doing the writerly  
equivalent of bread-baking—giving Scotland its daily novel’ 
– Guardian

From the hugely popular 44 Scotland Street series comes the 
latest adventures of Bertie and his family and friends.

Love in the Time of Bertie
44 Scotland Street #15

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Love-in-the-Time-of-Bertie-afff9e5ff861448ba7e93251127f34be
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Love-in-the-Time-of-Bertie-afff9e5ff861448ba7e93251127f34be
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Anna Metcalfe

Chrysalis

UK: Granta - Spring 2023
UK Editor: Laura Barber
US: Under offer
Canada: Doubleday
Primary Agent: NC
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (PK)

Rights sold:
German - Rowohlt

Additional Info:
Extent - 66,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Unedited 
manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Japan Uni

DHA Rights Portal page

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

Chrysalis is a novel about what lies between the observers and the 
observed. It revolves around an unnamed, seemingly impassive 
female protagonist and is told in three parts by three different 
narrators. We begin with Elliot, a recluse who finds himself enraptured 
by her at the gym and who witnesses her physical transformation; 
she wants to be bigger and stronger to make videos where she 
becomes still and tree-like. Here the language of the body 
represents a kind of freedom in and of itself. Part two is narrated by 
Bella, the mother of our mysterious antiheroine, who describes their 
relationship - a close cocoon from which her daughter emerges 
rearranged - and the strange, dark effect her daughter’s new way 
of life is beginning to have on others. The last act is narrated by her 
ex-colleague, Susie, who houses, feeds and watches her friend as 
she makes the transition to self-created online phenomenon – a 
wellness influencer of sorts.

It is through these three narrators that we learn that her 
metamorphosis, her renunciation of social relations and withdrawal 
from her previous life, has its origins in a refusal to be a victim of abuse, 
taken to its logical extreme. We also learn of the disappearance 
of a young man, one of her followers, who, inspired by her videos, 
has decided to devote himself to loneliness and meditation. The 
three narrators and their subject are locked together in their search 
for solitude and selfhood. Through their will to self-abnegation, 
Elliot, Bella and Susie, the people who knew and cared for her, are 
complicit in her eerie apotheosis and are in turn transformed by this 
encounter.

In 2014, Anna Metcalfe was the youngest writer ever to be shortlisted 
for the Sunday Times EFG Short Story Award for her story ‘Number 
Three’, and in 2016 her debut collection of short stories Blind Water 
Pass was published by John Murray. She lectures in Creative Writing 
at the University of Birmingham and this is her first novel.

Early praise for Chrysalis:

‘Unputdownable, ice-cool and wittily contemporary, Chrysalis 
announces Anna Metcalfe as a distinctive and daring fresh literary 
voice. Utterly original and with shades of Ottessa Moshfegh, Patricia 
Lockwood, Yoko Ogawa and Alexandra Kleeman, this brilliant portrayal 
of desire and transcendence had me totally entranced.’ - Sharlene Teo, 
author of Ponti

‘I can’t stop thinking about this incredibly smart and totally unique novel. 
Ranging from online obsession, to mothers and daughters, to the very 
nature of selfhood, the whole thing is strange and warm and, crucially, 
very funny. With shades of Han Kang, Catherine Lacey and Gwendoline 
Riley, Metcalfe’s writing is both dissecting and effortless; I savoured every 
last brilliant sentence.’ - Ruth Gilligan, author of The Butchers

An oblique, mysterious novel told in lucid, beguiling prose 
about subjectivity, narrative, trauma, the body and the well-

ness industry in the digital age.

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Anna-Metcalfe-db537148384d4bf6becc731826e98873
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Benjamin Myers

The Perfect Golden Circle

UK: Bloomsbury - May 2022
UK Editor: Paul Baggaley and Allegra 
le Fanu
US: Melville House - May 2022
US Editor: Dennis Johnson
Primary Agent: JW
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI)

Rights sold:
German - DuMont
Spanish - Tusquets

Additional Info:
Extent - 47,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Final files

Rights sold for The Offing:
Catalan - Quaderns Crema
Dutch - Nieuw Amsterdam
French - Editions du Seuil
German - DuMont
Hebrew - LESA
Italian - Bollati Boringhieri
Spanish - Tusquets
Swedish - Norstedts

Co-agents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

DHA Rights Portal with all current 
publishers

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

Summer 1989, rural England. Two men, a Falklands  
veteran and an anarchist punk, embark on a mission to bring  
beauty and mystery to a country recovering from a decade of  
conflict, mass unemployment, and now facing government 
clampdowns on personal freedoms. They are Redbone and 
Calvert and each weekend they create huge crop circles in 
wheat fields beneath the cloak of night. 

Against a broader backdrop of free festivals and raves, 
their nocturnal adventures introduce them to an after-hours  
hinterland. Here the unlikely pair experience voyeuristic  
glimpses into an unseen England of illegal poachers,  
fly-tippers, aristocrats, gypsies, stone circles, ancient rituals and  
breath-takingly rare natural occurrences. They are part of 
a rich history of rural resistance and over ten weekends they 
must evade the authorities, scientists, UFO conspiracy theorists 
and an increasingly fervent press, while maintaining a code of  
silence that means they can never take credit for their work.

Is Redbone and Calvert’s covert enjoyment of an England in 
high summer and their mythical status enough to sustain their 
project all the way to the season’s end?

Benjamin Myers is an author, journalist and poet. His novels 
include The Offing, The Gallows Pole, which won the 2018 
Walter Scott Prize for Historical Fiction and received the Roger 
Deakin Award, and Beastings, which won the Portico Prize For 
Literature and the Northern Writers’ Award, and was longlisted 
for the Jerwood Fiction Uncovered. Pig Iron won the inaugural 
Gordon Burn Prize. His acclaimed ‘folk crime’ novels include 
These Darkening Days and Turning Blue. His journalism regularly 
appears in the Guardian, and New Statesman. In 2017 he was 
selected as writer for the International Literature Showcase.

Praise for Benjamin Myers:

‘Benjamin Myers is one of the most interesting, restless writers of 
his generation’ - Daily Mail

‘Benjamin Myers writes sentences with a charging pulse and 
the account they give of masculinity is a bloody one, stripped 
of romance and larded with wit’ - Chris Power, author of A 
Lonely Man

‘This is fiction to be taken in gulps of pleasure - full of fire and 
light, wisdom and violence’ - Rob Doyle, author of Threshold

‘Myers is the master of rural English noir’ - Paul Kingsnorth, author 
of Alexandria

A powerful short novel exploring friendship, art, folk traditions, 
masculinity and finding meaning in the rural backwaters

of a country in transition

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Benjamin-Myers-ace21cc70999412a992b3b4fc90df8a5
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Benjamin-Myers-ace21cc70999412a992b3b4fc90df8a5
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Kathryn Scanlan

Kick the Latch

UK: On submission
US: New Directions - Autumn 2022
US Editor: Barbara Epler
Primary Agent: HM
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (NL)

Additional Info:
Extent - 20,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Unedited 
manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

DHA Rights Portal with all current 
publishers

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

Based on the transcripts of hours of interviews, Kick the Latch is 
an investigation in form, authenticity, and ‘a composite portrait 
of the self’, which vividly captures the arc of one woman’s life at 
the racetrack—the dirt track, flat land, ramshackle backstretch; 
the bad feelings, friction, hard living; the racing hall of fame, 
the winner’s circle; the horses getting sour, getting bandaged; 
the fancy suits, fancy boots; the hunters and jumpers—and 
the ‘particular language’ of racetrackers—with economy and 
integrity.

Kathryn Scanlan is the author of Aug 9—Fog (FSG) and The 
Dominant Animal (FSG, Daunt Books). Her work has been 
published by NOON, Granta, and The Paris Review, among 
others. She lives in Los Angeles and is the recipient of a 2021 
Literature Award from the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters.

Praise for Kathryn Scanlan:

‘Unusual, finely judged and wrought work’ – Lydia Davis, author 
of Can’t and Won’t  on The Dominant Animal

‘A deeply enjoyable book . . . atmospheric with fear and shock, 
threat and disorientation . . . Through the power of her vision, 
Scanlan takes hold of the world and gives it to the reader with 
an intensity that is, paradoxically, both strange and familiar.’ 
– Guardian (Book of the Day) on The Dominant Animal

‘Every word is precise and brutal . . timeless, fable-esque.. . a 
brilliant, unsettling collection.’ 
– Financial Times on The Dominant Animal

‘The searing strokes of this book remind me of the infinitude 
inside every life.’
 – Leslie Jamison, author of The Recovering on Aug 9—Fog

Grooms, jockeys, trainers, racing secretaries, stewards, pony 
people, hotwalkers, everybody…

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Kathryn-Scanlan-af2505fe3370436ebe9ac76efd940976
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Kathryn-Scanlan-af2505fe3370436ebe9ac76efd940976
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Ayesha Manazir Sidiqqi

The Centre

UK: On submission
Primary Agent: SL
Translation Rights: DHA  
Film/TV Rights: DHA (SL)

Additional Info:
Extent - 65,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Unedited 
manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Tutte-Mori

DHA Rights Portal page

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

When Anisa Ellahi, a Pakistani subtitler who lives in London, learns 
of an elite language school that promises fluency overnight, 
she thinks she has finally found a way to become the ‘Great 
Translator’ she has always dreamt of being. Travelling from her 
home in London to the Sussex countryside where The Centre is 
run by the enigmatic and beautiful Shiba, Anisa signs an NDA, 
hands in her phone and laptop and agrees to spend the next 
ten days immersed in listening to the life story of ‘Peter’, the 
German storyteller she has been assigned. Unable to speak to 
anyone else and cut off from the outside world, with increasingly 
vivid and unusual dreams, Anisa nearly gives up and leaves until 
she suddenly realises that she is completely fluent in German. 

Shortly after her return to London, Anisa translates an obscure 
German novel and begins her ascent. Finally, her work is 
published and her words taken seriously. However, in the midst 
of this success, the cracks start to show, the posturing and 
pretensions of the new world she inhabits grates on her, and she 
feels out of place. Then, after her best friend Naima – a modern 
day ‘witch’ – becomes preoccupied with a new romantic 
relationship, Anisa begins to feel isolated and lonely. She meets 
up with Shiba and decided to do another course, this time in 
Russian. But as Anisa begins the process again, her curiosity gets 
the better of her and she finds herself snooping around the staff 
quarters where, one night in the kitchen, hanging from a meat 
hook, she makes a startling and  gruesome discovery, which 
will call into question everything to do with The Centre and 
ultimately with Anisa herself. 

Ayesha Manazir Siddiqi has written plays, essays, book reviews, 
and short stories. Her work has appeared in anthologies by 
Peepal Tree Press, Oberon Books, Influx Press, EMC, and Tilted 
Axis Press (forthcoming), and in publications including The 
Independent, CeaseFire Magazine, The Theatre Times, Wasafiri, 
and Media Diversified. Her plays have been staged widely. 
Ayesha also works as an editor and occasional translator. She’s 
currently contributing editor for a forthcoming podcast by the 
New York Times. Ayesha is from Karachi and lives in London. 

A Pakistani translator living in London stumbles upon a 
miraculous-seeming language school only to find that the 
price she must pay for her new-found success is drastically 

different from what she thought she’d signed up for. 

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Ayesha-Manazir-Siddiqi-8e309d7180c34d6bac2b8022a9912263
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Dizz Tate

Brutes

UK: Faber - February 2023
UK Editor: Emmie Francis
US: Catapult - February 2023
US Editor: Kendall Storey
Primary Agent: HM
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (NL)

Additional Info:
Extent - 65,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Edited 
manuscript (Autumn 2021)

Co-agents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Japan Uni

DHA Rights Portal page

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

Set in Florida and revolving around the disappearance of a TV 
preacher’s daughter and the gang of thirteen-year-old girls who 
have obsessively orbited her, Brutes writes the private language, 
the strange, pummelling swarm and incantatory, manic joys of 
girlhood, the strength of the collective ‘we’, and the moment it 
is broken forever – the first realisation of loneliness, when the ‘I’ 
of adulthood becomes shockingly clear. 

Dizz Tate was born in 1993 in London. She grew up in Orlando, 
Florida and currently lives in Birmingham, UK. Her short stories 
have appeared in The Stinging Fly, Dazed, and Five Dials, 
among others. Her pamphlet of stories Nowhere to go but back 
again was published in 2018 by Goldsmiths Press. She won the 
Bristol Short Story Prize in 2018, and her story ‘Harpies’ was long-
listed for the Sunday Times Short Story Award in 2020.

A debut novel of fierce attachments, hatching hearts, and an 
impressive commitment to craft.

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Dizz-Tate-486f1b15fba44ee08971f17c9d88e7e8
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Lucy Diamond

Anything Could Happen

UK: Quercus - 6th January 2022
UK Editor: Cassie Browne
US: On submission
Primary Agent: LK
Translation Rights: DHA 
Film/TV Rights: DHA (PK)

Rights Sold: 
Finnish - Under offer

Additional Info:
Extent - 384 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Page proofs

Co-agents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Japan Uni

Option publishers:
Bulgarian - Ciela
Brazilian - Arqueiro
Danish - People’s Press
Finnish - Otava
French - Charleston
Hungarian - 21 Szazad
Norwegian - Aschehoug
Swedish - Printz

DHA Rights Portal with all current 
publishers

Commercial Fiction

For Lara and her daughter Eliza, it has always been just the two 
of them. But when Eliza turns eighteen and wants to connect 
with her father, Lara is forced to admit a secret that she has 
been keeping from her daughter her whole life.

Eliza needs answers - and so does Lara. Their journey to the truth 
will take them on a road trip across England and eventually 
to New York, where one night, Lara’s future was decided by 
chance. Dreams might have been broken and opportunities 
missed... but there are still surprises in store and truths that 
demand to be faced. 

Anything Could Happen is a wise and uplifting novel about 
love, second chances and the unexpected and extraordinary 
paths life can take us down.

Lucy Diamond worked as an editor in publishing for several years, 
and then at the BBC before turning to writing full-time. She has 
now written nineteen novels for Pan Macmillan with over two 
million copies sold worldwide. Her latest novel, The Promise, was 
published by Pan Macmillan in February 2021. She also writes 
children’s books under her real name, Sue Mongredien.

Praise for Anything Could Happen:

‘Anything Could Happen is a wonderful read – the twists and 
turns of the story meant I couldn’t put it down’ - Jill Mansell, 
author of And Now You’re Back

‘Tender, bittersweet and funny, Lucy Diamond is brilliant 
about love in all its guises and the mistakes we make.’   
- Veronica Henry, author of A Home From Home

‘The book we all need - full of escapism and beautiful 
places, fabulous characters, romance, hope and kindness.’  
- Milly Johnson, author of The Woman in the MIddle

‘A star crossed lovers story with so much heart and humour. 
A belief that true love is attainable no matter what stage of 
life. And when you know, you just know! I couldn’t put it down. 
Lucy has a way of dropping you into the heart and minds of her 
characters.’ - Fiona Palmer, author of Tiny White Lies

What if your greatest secret sparked an amazing new 
adventure? 

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Lucy-Diamond-8c51abdecfda4da094dd0989be894fec
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Lucy-Diamond-8c51abdecfda4da094dd0989be894fec
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Rachel Greenlaw

The Christmas Switch

UK: On submission
Primary Agent: MC
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (MC)

Additional Info:
Extent - 82,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Japan Uni

DHA Rights Portal with all current 
publishers

Commercial Fiction

Three years ago, a heart-breaking Christmas tore Eva’s life 
apart. This year, the last thing she wants is to drive to the wild 
moors of Cornwall for her friend’s Christmas party - but at her 
husband’s insistence, here they are.

The memories that echo through the halls of Penhallow are 
painful. But the night grows stranger still when the clock 
strikes midnight and Eva is visited by the ghost of her beloved 
grandmother. Gran tells Eva that if she doesn’t stop shutting her 
loved ones out, she is going to lose them all forever. 

When Eva wakes on Christmas morning, it is in the body of her 
assistant. Then she wakes on Christmas morning again, in the 
body of her friend. As Christmas Day turns into Groundhog Day, 
Eva is offered a glimpse into the lives of those she has been 
pushing away. She soon realises just how much she needs to 
put right – and just how quickly time is running out.  

Rachel Greenlaw grew up in North Cornwall, surrounded by 
wild moorland. She studied English with Creative Writing at 
Falmouth University before moving to an island in the middle 
of the Atlantic. When she’s not wandering the beaches and 
nature trails with her two children and husband, she’s dreaming 
up her next story.

A Christmas Carol meets The Seven Deaths of Evelyn  
Hardcastle in a moving, uplifting story about one  

unforgettable Christmas house party
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Katy Regan

How To Find Your Way Home

UK: Macmillan - February 2022
UK Editor: Sam Humphreys
US: Berkley- February 2022
US Editor: Amanda Bergeron
Primary Agent: LK
Translation Rights: DHA 
Film/TV Rights: DHA (PK)

Additional Info:
Extent - 251 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Copyedited 
manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Rights Sold for Little Big Love:
Chinese Simplified - Beijing White 
Horse
Dutch - HarperCollins
Italian - Mondadori

DHA Rights Portal with all current 
publishers

Commercial Fiction

Emily has been looking for the same face in every crowd for 
more than a decade: her brother’s. She’ll do anything to find 
him, she just never expects that one day he will walk through the 
door of the London housing office where she works, homeless 
and in need of help.

Emily’s overjoyed to see Stephen - her older brother, her hero, 
the one who taught her to look for the flash of a bird’s wings 
and instilled in her a love and respect for nature’s wonders - 
and invites him to live with her. But the baggage of the day that 
tore them apart, more than fifteen years before, is heavy. As 
they attempt to rebuild their relationship, they embark on the 
birding adventure they’d always promised to take when they 
were just children running wild in the wetlands of Canvey Island. 
And so, amid the soft, familiar calls of the marsh birds, they must 
finally confront what happened that June day - and in all the 
days since--if they are to finally find their way home.

Katy Regan’s first novel One Thing Led to Another was published 
by HarperCollins in 2009 and her second The One Before the 
One was published in November 2010. 2013 saw the publication 
of How We Met, closely followed by The Story of You in 2014. 
Katy’s latest novel, Little Big Love, was published by Macmillan 
in April 2018. Katy lives in Hertfordshire with her son.

Praise for Little Big Love:

‘A big-hearted, brilliantly pitched tale about family, love and 
finding your place in the world’ - Heat   

‘Katy Regan broke my heart and put it back together again 
with Little Big Love’ - Lucy Diamond, author of The Promise

‘Beautifully written and brimming with people to love and root 
for . . . Had me from the first page’ - Lisa Jewell, author of The 
NIght She Disappeared

What if the person you thought you’d lost forever walked back 
into your life?

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Katy-Regan-d1d2f212bf414f159f49cd4a63f71c4b
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Katy-Regan-d1d2f212bf414f159f49cd4a63f71c4b
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Jane Sanderson

Waiting for Sunshine

UK: Bantam - 9th June 2022
UK Editor: Francesca Best 
US: DHA (AMG)
Primary Agent: AMG
Translation Rights: DHA 
Film/TV Rights: DHA (PK)

Additional Info:
Extent - 392 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Unedited 
manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Japan Uni

Rights sold for Mix Tape:
Croatian - Znanje
Czech - Albatros
French - Actes Sud
German - Goldmann
Italian - Stile Libero (Einaudi)
Polish - Znak
Slovak - Albatros

DHA Rights Portal with 
all current publishers

Commercial Fiction

‘Who would name a child Sunshine, then give her away?’

Chrissie has always wanted to be a mother. After months of 
trying to adopt, she and her husband Stuart finally get the news 
that a little girl named Sunshine is waiting for them.

The child comes to them without a history, and it feels like a 
fresh start for all of them. But when fragments from Sunshine’s 
previous life start to intrude on her new one, her mysterious past 
quickly becomes Chrissie’s greatest fear ...

A beautiful and compelling page-turner, for fans of Dawn 
French and Ruth Jones, this is a novel of hope and love, about 
finding your perfect family and fighting to keep it.

Jane Sanderson is a writer and journalist. She worked as a 
producer for BBC Radio 4 on The World at One and Woman’s 
Hour before becoming a novelist. Jane’s most recent novel, Mix 
Tape, was published by Transworld. She lives with her husband 
in Herefordshire, and they also have a houseboat in London.

Praise for Mix Tape:

‘Fantastic, moving, beautiful’ - Daily Mail  

‘Beautifully written and a joy to read’ - Daily Express 

‘This grown-up love story is gorgeously written and romantic 
without being sentimental’ - Good Housekeeping  

‘A lovely novel, delicately drawn, with characters that really 
linger in the mind and memory’ 
- Laura Barnett, author of The Versions of Us

A heart-rending page-turner of bright futures and dark pasts
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Jess Stanley

A Great Hope

Australia: Picador - 1st March 2022
Australian Editor: Cate Blake
UK: On submission
Primary Agent: LK
Translation Rights: DHA 
Film/TV Rights: DHA (LK)

Additional Info:
Extent - 346 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Edited 
manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Japan Uni 

DHA Rights Portal with all current 
publishers

Commercial Fiction

‘Amazing endorsement could go here and here.  
More here and here and here.’ 

Person Name, author of Book Title

John Clare was a titan in Australian politics. The head of a 
powerful union and a key player in the election of Kevin Rudd 
as prime minister in 2007, he’d long been tipped as a future 
leader himself. Supporting him in his push for power were his 
elegant wife Grace, his troubled children Sophie and Toby, and 
Tessa, the mistress he thought would stay secret.

But now John Clare has fallen, brutally, to his death. A terrible 
accident – or was it?

In the wake of losing John, the women in his life mourn and rage, 
remembering and trying to forget the many ways he’d loved 
and disappointed them. An adoring and unreliable father; a 
grateful and selfish husband; a besotted and absent lover; an 
authoritative and compassionate leader; a failed politician in 
an era when party politics failed a nation. As those around him 
reassess everything they knew of and felt for John, a new idea 
of what love and power really mean begins to emerge – as 
does the true cause of his death.

Gripping, propulsive and ambitious, A Great Hope untangles 
the mystery of John’s fall through the eyes of those who knew 
him best – or thought they did. This is a novel for our times from 
a brilliant and forceful new Australian writer.  

Jessica Stanley was born in Australia and grew up in Canberra 
and Melbourne. She worked in journalism and politics before 
moving to London in 2011. She writes an email newsletter on 
Substack. A Great Hope is her first novel.

Three women work out how to live in the wake of tragedy. 

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Jessica-Stanley-28f2174159f44bd0b7e50c0884cdb0c7
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Jessica-Stanley-28f2174159f44bd0b7e50c0884cdb0c7
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Lulu Taylor

A Winter Memory

UK: Macmillan - 25th November 2021
UK Editor: Wayne Brookes
Primary Agent: LK
Translation Rights: DHA 
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI)

Additional Info:
Extent - 425 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Copyedited 
manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Japan Uni

Rights Sold for A Midwinter Promise:
Spanish - Planeta

DHA Rights Portal with all current 
publishers

Commercial Fiction

Helen first met Angus Ballintyre when they were students. She fell 
in love, not just with him but with the romantic Ballintyre family 
and their beautiful house on the edge of a Scottish loch.

When their marriage faces difficulties and they are forced to 
live back at the family home with Angus’s older brother, Charlie, 
they find that Charlie’s wife, Sylla, has disappeared without 
a trace. A year before, the couple had lost their teenaged 
daughter in a tragic incident that proved too great a strain for 
their already fragile relationship. It seems Sylla may have found 
a way to leave her worries behind . . .

As Helen struggles with the fallout of recent events, Ballintyre 
House becomes the setting for revelations of love, obsession 
and betrayal that stretch into the past, affecting the lives of all 
those who have called it home.

Lulu Taylor moved around the world as a child before her 
family settled in the Oxfordshire countryside. She studied English 
at Oxford University and had a successful career in publishing 
before she became a writer. Her first novel, Heiresses, was 
nominated for the RNA Readers’ Choice award. It was followed 
by Midnight Girls, Beautiful Creatures and Outrageous Fortune, 
all set against the backdrop of glamorous high society. Her most 
recent novel A Midwinter Promise, was published in November 
2019. 

Praise for Lulu Taylor:

‘Few people write big house Christmas sagas as well as Taylor. 
Her latest is among her best, featuring an old Cornish house, a 
dark secret and a family split apart’- i’s Books of the Year 2019 
on A Midwinter Promise

‘I raced through this gripping tale about secrets and lies and 
long-buried emotions bubbling explosively to the surface’ 
- Daily Mail on The Winter Children

‘Fantastic, all-consuming.’ - Heat on The Snow Rose

‘Don’t you just want to grab this, switch off the phone and curl 
up on the sofa? Winter bliss from Lulu Taylor’ - Veronica Henry on 
A Midwinter Promise

Where is Sylla? Why will no one tell me where she is?

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Lulu-Taylor-f77ce535dd2a4d1b845672bdecc48b5a
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Lulu-Taylor-f77ce535dd2a4d1b845672bdecc48b5a
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Sureka Thanenthiran-Dharuman 

Odd Ones Out

UK: On submission
Primary Agent: JF
Translation Rights: DHA 
Film/TV Rights: DHA (PK)

Additional Info:
Extent - 78,000 words
Illustrations - No 
Material Available - Manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Japan Uni

DHA RIghts Portal page

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

Nura doesn’t know what she wants. She and Leon have been 
together for seven years, but their relationship has gone off 
the boil and Nura’s not convinced long-term relationships 
work anyway. When temptation comes knocking, Nura has to 
decide what she’s willing to sacrifice.

Gigi never wanted to be a mother. Her experiences with her own 
parents left her certain of that. But four years ago Ali persuaded 
her to keep their baby and now Gigi has a daughter who needs 
more from her than she’s willing and able to give, and the guilt 
is destroying her.

Kalyani moved to Berlin in order to truly be herself. But weekly 
calls from home remind her of what’s expected of her: to meet 
a nice boy, get married and have children. But Kalyani doesn’t 
like boys. Believe me, she’s tried. Torn between her desire to 
satisfy the wishes of her mother and her need to fully embrace 
her sexuality, Kalyani explores the crazy Berlin club scene and 
the even crazier dating scene with her best friend Haddie.

Sureka Thanenthiran-Dharuman is Tamil; born in Sri Lanka, raised 
in Australia. She has adequately disappointed her doctor-mum 
and engineer-father by always choosing the path furthest from 
the one they worked hard for upon migrating to a new country.
She lives in Berlin with her partner and five-year-old son who 
holds magic within. Odd Ones Out is her debut novel.

It starts from the beginning. Our hair is different, our food is 
pungent, our skin is brandished before we speak. From the 

moment we are born, we are othered. Everywhere we turn, we 
are odd.

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Sureka-Thanenthiran-Dharuman-c6dc2982df4248deb2314f77cbde3b01
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Rosie Walsh

The Love of My Life

UK: Macmillan - 3rd February 2022
UK Editor: Sam Humphreys
US: Viking - 1st March 2022
US Editor: Pamela Dorman
Primary Agent: LK
Translation Rights: DHA 
Film/TV Rights: DHA (NL)

Rights sold:
Croatian - Under offer
Czech - Albatros
Dutch - Boekerij
French - Editions Les Escales
German - Goldmann
Norwegian - Gyldendal Norsk
Slovak - Ikar

Additional Info:
Extent - 402 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Page proofs

Co-agents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori 

DHA Rights Portal with all current 
publishers

Commercial Fiction

Emma loves her husband Leo and their young daughter Ruby. 
Of course she does. But she’s not been honest with either of 
them. In fact, pretty much everything she’s ever told them 
about herself is untrue.
 
Leo might never have known, except that he writes obituaries for 
a living,   Emma is a well-known marine biologist, so Leo is asked 
to write his own wife’s obituary while she is still alive, just in case.   
As Leo starts to research her life, he discovers the facts don’t 
quite add up--the woman he thinks he knows doesn’t really 
exist. Soon, Emma’s old life breaks out of the carefully cultivated 
shell she created, threatening to wash away everything she has 
worked so hard to build.

When the very darkest moments of Emma’s past finally emerge, 
she must somehow prove to Leo that she really is the woman 
he always thought she was. But first, she must tell him about the 
love of her other life.

Rosie Walsh has lived and travelled all over the world, working 
as a documentary producer and writer. The Man Who Didn’t 
Call (UK) / Ghosted (US) was published in 2018 to bestselling 
success. 

Praise for The Man Who Didn’t Call:

‘I absolutely loved this book and didn’t want it to end’ 
- Liane Moriarty, author of Nine Perfect Strangers

‘A delight. Moving and relatable, with characters you’ll fall in 
love with. One for your wish list’ 
- Clare Mackintosh, author of Hostage

‘A gorgeous love story with a dark secret at its heart. Beautifully 
written, this is full of tenderness, humour and warmth - I adored 
it’ - Lucy Diamond, author of Something to The Promise

Can it be true love if everything else is a lie?

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Rosie-Walsh-5bbf709cb8154651b170a42715b00beb
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Rosie-Walsh-5bbf709cb8154651b170a42715b00beb
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Sarah Duguid

The Wilderness

UK: Headline - 21st July 2022
UK Editor: Imogen Taylor
Primary Agent: LK
Translation Rights: DHA 
Film/TV Rights: DHA (LK)

Additional Info:
Extent - 60,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Copyedited 
manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

DHA Rights Portal page

Crime, Suspense, Thriller

This is the place they belong. Every sea otter, every dolphin 
and gannet is a part of this world that is a part of them: each 
belongs to the other’s history. And yet still, the girls know that 
the sea takes what it wants without fear of retribution - they’ve 
witnessed its violence

When Anna and David receive a phone call late one evening, 
their lives are upturned. Within minutes, they are travelling to 
the west coast of Scotland, preparing to care for two young 
sisters, tragically and suddenly orphaned. 

It’s a beautiful place, the heather is in bloom, the birds wheel 
above the waves, the deer graze peacefully in the distance. 
But the large granite house is no longer a home for the girls, 
and Anna knows she can never take the place of their mother. 
Then David invites his friend to stay, to ‘ease them through’ and 
Anna finds herself increasingly isolated, with everything she – 
and the girls – once knew of life discarded and overruled by a 
man of whom she is increasingly suspicious.

The Wilderness is an acutely observed, deft and wry portrait of 
a marriage and a family in crisis, and what it takes to move 
forward and live again. 

Sarah Duguid grew up on a farm in North Lincolnshire and was 
educated in Derbyshire and at Durham University where she 
read English Literature. After university, she lived and worked in 
New York and South Africa before returning to London where 
she now lives with her partner and their sons. Her first novel, Look 
At Me, was published by Tinder Press in 2016.

Praise for Look At Me:

‘A clever exploration of family and grief, which will appeal to 
fans of Harriet Lane’ - Red Magazine

‘And so begins a creepy, claustrophobic family drama…a 
welcome breath of fresh air’ - Glamour

‘This slender novel puts a fragile family under the spotlight with 
great effect’ - Cathy Rentzenbrink, author of Dear Reader

‘A book to fall in love with... captivating, creepy and beguiling 
all at once’ Colette McBeth, author of Call Me a Liar

Once it was a family home. Now they are all at sea.

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Sarah-Duguid-0f18bccbd1704542a16e300f0c409301
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Crime, Suspense, Thriller

Lily and Lawrence are on the voyage of a lifetime. Little do they 
know that their boat is not destined to reach its destination.. 

Lily is pregnant, travelling with her husband, her maid and her 
doctor so that she can have her baby back in her home country, 
the United States, near to her beloved family. But her husband 
Henry has been faithless and unkind and soon she finds out her 
family aren’t expecting her after all. Is she a passenger or a 
prisoner?

In 1912, women like Lily have few rights and little property, but 
lately she feels she has ceded control to Henry even over her 
own body… and now she’s losing her mind. 

Lawrence is the only passenger on board the ill-fated vessel 
who knows that he will not disembark in New York. In an effort 
to outrun the grief he felt at the untimely death of his beloved 
wife, Cissy, he no longer values his own life. This makes him the 
one most likely to risk it all to save Lily… 

Araminta Hall has worked as a writer, journalist and teacher. 
Her first novel, Everything & Nothing, was published in 2011 and 
became a Richard & Judy read that year. Her second, Dot, 
was published in 2013 and Our Kind of Cruelty was published 
in 2018. Her latest novel, Perfect Strangers, was published by 
Orion in August 2020.

Praise for Perfect Strangers:

‘Rare and very refreshing ... a novel where middle-aged women 
are represented in all their wise, sensual, flawed complexity. I 
enjoyed it SO much’ - Marian Keyes, author of Grown Ups

‘A psychological thriller in the truest sense of the word: a 
thoughtful examination of the psyche of three credible women 
with baggage and flaws. So much will resonate: not least Hall’s 
exploration of gender politics and motherhood. At points I was 
folding pages repeatedly. Deeply unsettling. Recommended.’ 
- Sarah Vaughan, author of Little Disasters

‘A brilliant exploration of the secrets and hidden lives women 
create for themselves as they try to navigate their way through 
life. The friendships are real and touching, the relationships are 
consuming and passionate. I read this in no time and really 
enjoyed the pace, flow and insights Araminta writes about. 
A fabulous novel of modern love, life and people, with an 
excellent twist.’ - Dorothy Koomson, author of That Day You Left

A chillingly dark psychological novel played out in the  
claustrophobic wood-panelled cabins of an ocean liner as it 

makes its first and final voyage. 

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Araminta-Hall-a98c32bde9934c049a3f540a2ce8f0d8
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Araminta-Hall-a98c32bde9934c049a3f540a2ce8f0d8
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DHA Rights Portal with all current 
publishers

Crime, Suspense, Thriller

Jane relies on her friends from running club and their Friday night 
drinks. They’ve supported her through a lot. So when glamorous, 
pregnant Lexie joins the group, she can’t help feeling a little 
resentful, but she tries to hide it. She even agrees to go to Lexie’s 
baby shower, though she knows it will be painful.

At a posh hotel in London’s West End, gifts are shared, small 
glasses of champagne are poured, and Lexie, smiling, her bump 
visible under her bright red shirt, seems to delight in telling tales 
of her perfect life. But then Jane sees something impossible. 
Lexie isn’t pregnant.

Jane’s friends think she is jealous, that she dreamt it. They know 
why Jane finds all talk of babies upsetting. No one will believe 
her. 

Maybe she is going mad… Why would anyone lie about a 
baby?

But it’s starting to feel like whatever Lexie’s plan is, it’s all about 
Jane…

Formerly a BBC producer, S.E. Lynes turned to writing following 
the birth of her third child. After completing an MA in Creative 
Writing, she became a tutor at Richmond Adult Community 
College, where she taught creative writing for over ten years. 
She now combines writing, mentoring and lecturing. Her debut, 
Valentina, was published by Blackbird Digital Books in 2016. 
Her next book, the dark and twisting best seller, Mother, was 
published by Bookouture in November 2017 and Susie has gone 
on to publish gripping psychological thrillers with them ever 
since.

Praise for SE Lynes:

‘This unusual psychological thriller takes as its premise the 
“invisibility” of middle-aged women. Rachel suffers keenly 
from the neglect of her husband and daughter and seeming 
irreverence to everyone else – but is that enough to turn her 
a killer? There’s warmth and humour here, rather more than 
the usual chiller thriller delivers, but the suspense element is 
gripping.’ – Sunday Times Crime Club on Can You See Her?

‘My stomach is in knots!’ 
- Motherhood for Slackers on The Housewarming

‘Devastating and jaw-dropping’ 
- A Tick to Everywhere on The Housewarming

I see her through the door, facing away from me. She slides her 
free hand under her blouse. With a huff of irritation, she readjusts 
a round, flesh-coloured dome on her perfectly flat stomach. It 
is a fake bump. There is no baby…

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/SE-Lynes-77a6e78224284f61a882ff8d7e7adba1
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/SE-Lynes-77a6e78224284f61a882ff8d7e7adba1
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Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI)

Additional Info:
Extent - 394 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Final files

Co-agents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Japan Uni

DHA Rights Portal with all current 
publishers

Crime, Suspense, Thriller

Ryan Wilkins grew up on a trailer park, a member of what many 
people would call ‘the criminal classes’.  As a young detective 
inspector, he has unusual skills but objectionable manners – 
and a strong dislike of the posh, the rich and the entitled.  His 
professional partner, DI Ray Wilkins, of affluent Nigerian-British 
heritage, is an impeccably groomed graduate of Balliol 
College, Oxford.  You wouldn’t think they would get on.  They 
don’t.

But when a young woman is found strangled on the floor of the 
study of the Provost of Barnabas College in Oxford, they have 
to.

A Killing in November is the first in an Oxford-set crime series of 
surprising twists, troubled pasts and a dynamic duo who are 
brought together by a mysterious murder investigation.

Simon Mason is the author of three novels of black comedy for 
adults, The Great English Nude, which won a Betty Trask Award 
in 1990, Death of a Fantasist and Lives of the Dog-Stranglers. The 
Quigleys, his first book for children, was published in 2002 and 
it marked the start of a series featuring the eccentric Quigley 
family. His novels for children and young adults include Moon 
Pie, which was shortlisted for the Guardian Children’s Fiction 
Prize, and Running Girl, Kid Got Shot, and Hey, Sherlock! part of 
the Garvie Smith Mystery series.

Praise for Simon Mason:

‘A clever crime novel which keeps you guessing until the very 
last page’ - The Bookseller

‘Sassily written, it is driven irresistibly forward by a twisty mystery’ 
- The Sunday Times

‘The most intriguing kind of whodunit’ - Philip Pullman

A Killing in November is an Oxford-set crime series of 
surprising twists, troubled pasts and a dynamic duo who are 

brought together by a mysterious murder investigation.

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Simon-Mason-81676c566e6b4decb17a3b2762906ac2
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Simon-Mason-81676c566e6b4decb17a3b2762906ac2
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Crime, Suspense, Thriller

In a little over a week it will be Emma’s 40th birthday. 

She’s a successful solicitor with a loving stay-at-home husband 
who looks after their two beautiful children. Life is good.

So why can’t she sleep? 

Her mother stopped sleeping a week before her 40th. 

She went mad because of it.

Is that what’s happening to Emma too?

Sarah Pinborough is a New York Times bestselling and Sunday 
Times Number One and internationally bestselling author who 
is published in over 25 territories worldwide. Her recent books 
include Behind Her Eyes, currently a six-part Netflix series, and 
Cross Her Heart, in development with World Productions. Sarah’s 
most recent novel Dead To Her was published by HarperCollins 
in June 2020.

Praise for Sarah Pinborough: 

‘The prolifically ingenious Sarah Pinborough, whose novel 
Behind Her Eyes chronicled a deranged love triangle with a 
rationality-defying last-minute surprise, has produced another 
twisty book about tricky characters behaving badly.’ 
– The New York Times on Dead to Her

‘The “woman scorned” theme is delivered with considerable 
élan’ – Financial Times on Dead to Her

‘Pinborough’s mesmerizing psychological thriller Cross Her Heart 
is a nonstop, heart-pounding page turner, one of the most 
thrilling cat-and-mouse games in psychological literature in a 
very long time.’ -  LA Review of Books on Cross Her Heart

‘Behind Her Eyes is a dark, electrifying page-turner with a corker 
of an ending. Sarah Pinborough is about to become your new 
obsession.’ 
- Harlan Coben, author of Tell No One on Behind Her Eyes

When successful lawyer Emma Averill stops sleeping, her 
hard-won dream life turns into a nightmare. Is someone

 maliciously out to destroy her, or is it all in her head? Can the 
answer be hidden in her insomnia?

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Sarah-Pinborough-215992a65ce64d9695066c8f73ef3edd
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Sarah-Pinborough-215992a65ce64d9695066c8f73ef3edd
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Crime, Suspense, Thriller

Glamorous silent screen actress Norma Carlton is starring in The 
Devil’s Playground, “the greatest horror movie of all time”.  The 
screenplay is based on an early nineteenth-century novel written 
by a defrocked priest.  In both novel and movie, a mediaeval 
community saves itself from the Black Death by turning to the 
demon and Lord of Hell, Beelzebub, for protection.

When tragedy strikes and Norma is found dead, superstitions 
and suspicions arise: did “the most desirable woman in the 
world” die because of the movie’s curse?  Or is a clue to her 
murder hidden in one of the movie’s scenes? 

Cynical studio fixer Mary Rourke is paid to cover up Hollywood 
scandals and indiscretions.  When it’s revealed Norma Carlton’s 
death wasn’t suicide, Rourke realizes she’s been duped into 
covering up a murder.

Mary Rourke soon discovers the real Devil’s Playground is 
Hollywood itself…

Craig Russell is a Scottish author whose works have been 
translated into 23 languages, and his Lennox and Jan Fabel 
series have both been highly acclaimed. He won the 2015 
Bloody Scotland Crime Book of the Year for his novel The Ghosts 
of Altona. His Gothic thriller, The Devil Aspect, was published by 
Constable in the UK and by Doubleday in the US, with film rights 
optioned by Sony/Columbia Pictures. It was followed in 2021 by 
Hyde, which won the 2021 Bloody Scotland Crime Book of the 
Year, making him the first author to win twice.

Praise for Hyde:

‘Stephen King meets Robert Louis Stevenson... an imaginative 
gothic tale guaranteed to send a shiver down your spine’ 
- David Hewson, author of The Garden of Angels  

‘Russell delivers a brooding, stunningly atmospheric… multi-
layered and intricately plotted, this is a Gothic thriller from the 
hands of a master.’ - Margaret Kirk, author of Shadow Man

‘I absolutely adored it. Intense, harrowing and hugely 
entertaining. Craig Russell conjures the kind of spine-tingling 
tale that kept me reading through the night. Spectacular.’ 
- Chris Whitaker, author of We Begin at the End     

A gripping thriller set in 1920s silent era Hollywood by award-
winning Russell

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/The-Devil-s-Playground-7c63d399e80142cdaaa97b473583e25b
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/The-Devil-s-Playground-7c63d399e80142cdaaa97b473583e25b
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Crime, Suspense, Thriller

Cassie, a feisty Goth who lives with her beloved Polish 
grandmother, has spent her life thinking that her parents were 
killed in a car accident when she was four. It’s one of the 
reasons why she has such an affinity for the dead and why she 
has gone into forensic science.

But now she has discovered that what she thought she knew 
isn’t the truth at all. The truth is that her father killed her mother 
and up until recently, he was in prison for her murder.

Compelled to learn more about her past, Cassie asks her friend 
DI Phyllida Flyte for help. She’s expecting details on an open-
and-shut case, but what she finds is that there might be more 
to her mother’s murder than meets the eye...  

At the same time Cassie once again uses her special skills to 
pay close attention to the body of a teenaged boy who she 
has to take care of in the mortuary. Can Cassie help ensure 
that justice is served both now and for her mother?

A K Turner’s books have earned praise from critics and readers 
alike since she was chosen by Val McDermid to appear on the 
New Blood Panel at Harrogate Crime Festival. For fans of Tess 
Gerritsen and Kathy Reichs, Life Sentence is the second novel 
featuring Camden’s most exciting new forensic investigator. 

Praise for Body Language: 

‘Spellbinding storytelling’ - Val McDermid, author of 1979

‘A first-rate crime novel . . . I loved it’ - Elly Griffiths, author of The 
Night Hawks

‘One of the best series openers I’ve read in years’ - Jane Casey, 
author of The Cutting Place

Camden mortuary assistant Cassie Raven believes the dead 
can talk. We just need to listen...

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/A-K-Turner-44881986b31d44ffb97fae8c466724e1
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/A-K-Turner-44881986b31d44ffb97fae8c466724e1
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Crime, Suspense, Thriller

1 September, 1939. As the mass evacuation takes place across 
Britain, thousands of children leave London for the countryside, 
but when three little girls go missing in less than forty-eight hours, 
the reality of separation becomes more urgent and more 
deadly for the families affected by their loss.

In the chaos and uncertainty of war, Josephine Tey struggles with 
the prospect of change. As a cloud of suspicion falls across the 
small Suffolk village she has come to love, the conflict becomes 
personal, and events take a dark and sinister turn.

Nicola Upson was born in Suffolk and read English at Downing 
College, Cambridge. She has worked in theatre and as a 
freelance journalist, and is the author of two non-fiction works, 
as well as a novel about Stanley Spencer, Stanley and Elsie 
(Duckworth Press). She has been a recipient of an Escalator 
Award from the Arts Council England. Her debut novel, An 
Expert in Murder, was the first in a series of crime novels whose 
main character is Josephine Tey.  Upson’s penultimate novel, 
The Dead of Winter (2020, Faber & Faber) was the 10th novel in 
the Josephine Tey series and was longlisted for the CWA Gold 
Dagger 2021 and the CWA Sapere Books Historical Dagger 
2021.  She lives with her partner and splits her time between 
Cambridge and Cornwall.

Praise for Nicola Upson:

‘There is a truly brilliant twist, and oodles of excitement, yet it is 
the quality of the writing — “the peculiar beauty of blood upon 
snow” — that makes this pulpy novel not just for Christmas but 
for life.’ - The Times on The Dead of Winter

‘Tey and her friends are trapped with a killer in an absorbing 
plot that has its roots in the brutal poverty of the 1930s.’ 
- The Sunday Times on The Dead of Winter

‘One of the most memorable books in this superlative series.’ 
- The Sunday Times on Sorry for the Dead

‘[A] wonderful golden age feel…’ - Scotland on Sunday on 
Sorry for the Dead

It takes a village to bury a child...

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Nicola-Upson-c2f2d80af6e84342be2105fb77fbdb60
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Nicola-Upson-c2f2d80af6e84342be2105fb77fbdb60
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Crime, Suspense, Thriller

Emma is a high-profile politician. Impassioned and empathetic, 
she wants to make a positive difference to the world but faces 
threats and trolling due to her work in the public eye.

When she launches a campaign to protect women from the  
effects of online bullying, the abuse steps up. And when her 
teenage daughter’s character is called into question Emma 
learns how far she will go to protect both their reputations. 

But still: how did she come to be standing trial for murder? She 
only lied once - didn’t she?

As with Sarah’s last two books, Reputation is both a very  
successful, suspenseful mystery and emotionally involving: the 
perfectly positioned book for readers who are curious about 
what it means to be a woman in the world today.

Sarah Vaughan spent many years as a news reporter, and 
political correspondent before becoming a novelist. Anatomy 
of a Scandal was a Sunday Times bestseller and is currently 
being adapted into a six-part miniseries by ‘Big Little Lies’ creator 
David E. Kelley for release on Netflix in Spring 2022. 

Praise for Reputation:

‘A tour de force. So sharp and intelligent … and emotional too. 
And VERY topical. It is going to resonate with a lot of women’ 
- Louise Beech, author of This Is How We Are Human

‘A genuine page-turner with a flawed protagonist who acts 
like a real human being. This book is going to provoke a lot of 
important conversations. I honestly couldn’t put it down’ 
- Emma Curtis, author of Invite Me In
 
‘Intelligent, morally complex, with a burning sense of menace, 
Reputation is a chilling portrait of how a life can unfold through 
a series of incremental actions - one’s own, and other people’s. 
With a remarkable understanding of what it is to be a woman 
and a girl, the novel forces readers to consider the choices 
we make under pressure, and their potentially obliterative 
consequences. We are left with a single, haunting question: 
and what might we have done?’ 
- Charlotte Philby, author of The Second Woman

A lifetime to build. One moment to destroy. 

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Sarah-Vaughan-09d9445962e048349cee4a8aa0dcdb59
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Sarah-Vaughan-09d9445962e048349cee4a8aa0dcdb59
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Fantasy

In Half a Soul, faerie-cursed Theodora Ettings has no sense of 
fear, embarrassment, or even happiness — a condition which 
makes her prone to accidental scandal. Dora’s only goal for the 
London Season is to stay quiet and avoid upsetting her cousin’s 
chances at a husband… But when the Lord Sorcier of England 
learns of her condition, she finds herself drawn ever more 
deeply into the tumultuous concerns of magicians and faeries. 
  
In Ten Thousand Stitches Euphemia Reeves finds life as a 
maid so awful that she is willing to risk even her immortal 
soul for a chance at something better. Now, Effie has one 
hundred days and ten thousand stitches to make Lord 
Ashbrooke’s son fall in love with her and propose... if her 
faerie godfather, Lord Blackthorn, doesn’t wreck things by 
accident, that is. For Effie’s greatest obstacle might well 
be Lord Blackthorn’s overwhelmingly good intentions… 
  
Longshadow, the latest instalment in the series, weaves a dark 
faerie tale full of defiant hope. With the world of magicians 
looming, Longshadow brings a new side of Olivia Atwater’s 
Regency England to life with her characteristic wit and passion 
for social justice.

Olivia Atwater writes whimsical historical fantasy with a hint of 
satire. She lives in Montreal, Quebec with her fantastic, prose-
inspiring husband and her two cats. When she told her second-
grade history teacher that she wanted to work with history 
someday, she is fairly certain this isn’t what either party had in 
mind. She has been, at various times, a historical re-enactor, 
a professional witch at a metaphysical supply store, a web 
developer, and a vending machine repairperson.

Praise for Half a Soul:

‘I gobbled this up like a slice of cake... if you’ve been aching 
for some of the spirit of Susanna Clarke or Erin Morgenstern but 
with less commitment and a healthier sense of fun, this book is 
for you.’ - Jacquelyn Benson, author of The Fire in the Glass

‘Olivia Atwater is a sleeping giant of fantasy fiction.’
-Inkslinger, “Betwixt the Sheets” Review Blog

‘[A] read-in-one-sitting mix of Bridgerton and every dark faery 
tale you ever read as an adult’ - Amazon reviewer

‘If you enjoyed Jonathan Strange and Mr Norrell, you may well 
enjoy this’ - Amazon reviewer

Featuring strong-willed, justice-oriented heroines and tender 
romance, these are pitch-perfect fairy tales for teens and 
adults, set in a charming and magical version of Regency 

England. 

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Olivia-Atwater-7030012a35fa48689e9eac50a21b2886
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Fantasy

Outlines of several once-busy cities shimmer on the horizon. Now 
empty of inhabitants, their buildings lie in ruins. In the distance a 
group of people - a family - walk towards us. 

Ahead lies shelter: a ‘shuck’ the family call home and that they 
know they must reach before the light fails, as to be out after dark 
is to invite danger and almost certain death. 

To survive in this alien world of shifting sand, they must find an 
object hidden in or near water. But other families want it too. And 
they are willing to fight to the death to make it theirs. 

It is beginning to rain in Fairfax County, Virginia, when McKenzie 
Strathie wakes up. An ordinary teenage girl living an ordinary life 
- except that the previous night she found a sand-lizard in her 
bed, and now she’s beginning to question everything around her, 
especially who she really is.... 

Two very different worlds, featuring a group of extraordinary 
characters driven to the very limit of their endurance, in a place 
where only the strongest will survive. The Book of Sand is the first 
in a high-concept series with all the film potential of The Hunger 
Games and Frank Herbert’s Dune series

Theo Clare wrote crime novels under the name Mo Hayder; her 
novels were phenomenally successful - millions of copies were sold 
in 29 territories making her a household name around the world. 
Birdman, Tokyo and Pig Island pushed at the boundaries of crime 
fiction and Mo Hayder has long been recognised as a trail-blazer. 
Her fifth novel Ritual was nominated for the Barry Award for Best 
Crime 2009 and voted Best Book of 2008 by Publisher’s Weekly. 
Gone, her seventh novel, won the Edgar Allen Poe Award, and 
her novel Wolf was nominated for Best Novel in the 2015 Edgar 
Awards and is currently being adapted for the BBC. 

Theo Clare was diagnosed with motor neurone disease in 
December 2020 and passed away in July 2021. She leaves behind 
a husband and a daughter, a powerful legacy of books, and an 
incredible number of people who loved and admired her.

Praise for Mo Hayder:
‘Tokyo left me stunned and haunted.  This is writing of breathtaking 
power and poetry.  I stand in awe of Mo Hayder’s incomparable 
gifts as a storyteller.’  - Tess Gerritsen, author of Choose Me
 
‘Ms Hayder’s writing is crisp and tart…her book gripped the mind 
even as it quickened the pulse’
- Richard Bernstein, Books of the Times on Birdman
 

Sand. A hostile world of burning sun. Where death lurks as 
night falls. And you will kill - just to stay alive...

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Theo-Clare-8febb06213454076a66f4372d3512644
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Whatever Happened to Queer Happiness? reimagines the 
lives of famous artists like Derek Jarman and Wolfgang Tillmans, 
as well as excavating those of forgotten writers like Samuel 
Steward; it takes readers to the planets of feminist science fiction 
and the bedrooms of friends dancing alone; and the figures it 
gathers come together like the book’s central image of queer 
happiness: anonymous immersion in a nightclub crowd. Just 
like in a crowd in a club, in this book different stories of desire 
combine to offer a vision of happiness as a suspension ‘in that 
strange place between individuality and the collective,’ one 
which is queer by being ‘produced by the collective difference 
of our desires.’ 

Kevin Brazil is a writer and critic who lives in London. He grew 
up in County Wexford, Ireland, and studied English at Trinity 
College, Dublin, and Oxford. His essays and criticism have 
appeared in Granta, The White Review, the London Review of 
Books, the Times Literary Supplement, Art Review, art-agenda, 
Studio International, and elsewhere. Whatever Happened to 
Queer Happiness? is his first book.

An inventive book of creative non-fiction writing against 
individuality and towards collectivity, to explore new visions of 

queer happiness.

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Kevin-Brazil-3c9e6d7b2acf4cc18c9e972615db81b0
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For more than a generation, the idea that the end of the Cold 
War would be succeeded by a new conflict - between Islam 
and the West - has dominated. At first, with the events of 9/11, 
this thesis seemed prophetic, but, as Peter Oborne shows in 
this important new book, it could not be more wrong, and it 
continues to have disastrous consequences around the world.

Oborne argues that the concept of an existential clash is a 
destructive fantasy. Many in influential positions across the West 
have suggested that Islam is trying to overturn our liberal values 
or even take over the state. In reality, these fears merely echo 
past debates: when Catholics were the target of Protestant 
suspicion; when it was Jews who were treated with hostility by a 
Christian nation. Now we are repeating the pattern.

With attacks on Muslims taking place from Bosnia in 1995 to 
China today, Oborne dismantles the falsehoods that lie behind 
them, and he opens the way to a clearer mutual understanding 
that will benefit us all in the long run.

Peter Oborne is an award-winning writer, journalist and 
broadcaster who has worked for various newspapers, including 
the Spectator, the Daily Mail and the Daily Telegraph, where he 
was the chief political commentator until his resignation from 
the paper in 2015. He now writes for Middle East Eye. He is the 
author of numerous books, including The Rise of Political Lying 
(2005), Wounded Tiger (2014) and the Sunday Times bestseller 
The Assault on Truth (2021).

Praise for The Assault on Truth:

‘An exceptional dissection of Boris Johnson’s lying government 
... You really do need to read it.’ 
- Owen Jones, author of The Establishment

‘His scathing insider’s analysis… is required reading’ - Observer 

‘A clinical and merciless account of Johnson’s mendacity… 
gripping’ – Guardian 

An urgent and forceful corrective to the West’s dangerous 
fears about Islam

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Peter-Oborne-232c012be0d24f69a55a015a0a2b71a3
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From the lagoons of Mexico to Arctic glaciers, grey whale 
mothers are swimming with their calves, past predatory orcas, 
through a warming sea. Following them, by bus, train and ferry, 
are Doreen Cunningham and her young son Max, in pursuit of 
a wild hope: that their family of two can make it by themselves.

Doreen first visited Utqiagvik, the northernmost town in Alaska, 
as a young journalist reporting on climate change among 
indigenous whaling communities. There, she joined the spring 
whale hunt under the neverending Arctic light, drawn deeply 
into an Iñupiaq family.
  
Years later, plunged into sudden poverty and isolation, living in 
a Women’s Refuge with her baby son, Doreen embarks on an 
extraordinary adventure: taking Max to follow the grey whale 
migration all the way north to the Iñupiaq family that took her 
in.

Soundings is the story of a woman reclaiming her life, mile 
by mile; a child growing to love an ocean that is profoundly 
endangered; and a mother learning from another species how 
to parent in a time of unprecedented change. 

As a journalist Doreen Cunningham has presented, edited 
and reported for the BBC for twenty years.  She trained as an 
environmental engineer.  As a writer, she took the Creative/
Life Writing MA at Goldsmiths working with Blake Morrison, Erica 
Wagner, Tom Lee and Dyan Sheldon. Soundings won the RSL 
Giles St Aubyn Award in 2020 and was shortlisted for the Eccles 
Centre and Hay Festival Writer’s Award 2021.

Praise for Soundings:

‘Cunningham’s scientific knowledge and gorgeous prose takes us 
on an extraordinary journey as she forges a remarkable connection 
with these astonishing creatures and issues an impassioned plea for a 
fragile planet. Soundings is a completely unique, unforgettable book.’ 
- Erica Wagner, author of Chief Engineer

‘This stunning book blends nature writing of the most urgent kind 
with precise and poetic observation of human tribulation and the 
interconnectedness of all things. Fresh, brave and unique’  - Damian 
Le Bas, author of The Stopping Places

‘Soundings stuns with its bravery and lyricism. Doreen seamlessly 
weaves themes and stories of failure, love and survival. This is an intimate 
memoir told as a traveller’s journey into nature and science, powerful 
in its honesty and beautiful writing. This is a book to be devoured’. - 
Ramita Navai, author of City of Lies

Soundings  is a memoir of a mother and her child following the 
grey whales from Mexico to the Arctic, learning from another 
species how to parent in a time of unprecedented change

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Doreen-Cunningham-f68adc209e1d48a2aec128a03f4879e2
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While certain kinds of science fiction are based on factual 
science, but set in a fictional time or place, there are others that 
blur the frontier of fiction and fantasy: far-fetched, impossible 
stories.

While space travel has long been a staple of fiction, we now 
consider it a reality. Time travel, on the other hand, is firmly in 
the realm of impractical fantasy.

Or is it?

In Nine Musings on Time, John Gribbin demonstrates that time 
travel is not forbidden by the laws of physics, and therefore 
must be possible. It is, in fact, the subject of serious scientific 
enquiry and even experimental tests. Gribbin introduces us to 
the head-spinning world of the theorists who are working to 
make science fiction a practical reality.

John Gribbin’s numerous bestselling books include In Search 
of Schrödinger’s Cat and Six Impossible Things, which was 
shortlisted for the 2019 Royal Society Science Book Prize. He has 
been described as ‘one of the finest and most prolific writers of 
popular science around’ by the Spectator.

Praise for Six Impossible Things:

‘An accessible primer on all things quantum’ – Sunday Times

‘Gribbin gives us a feast of precision and clarity, with a 
phenomenal amount of information for such a compact space. 
It’s a TARDIS of popular science books, and I loved it’ 
– Brian Clegg, author of What Do You Think You Are?   

‘Gribbin has inspired generations with his popular science 
writing, and his latest offering is a compact and delightful 
summary of the main contenders for a true interpretation of 
quantum mechanics’ 
– Jim Al-Khalili, author of The World According to Physics    

A mind-bending guide to time travel by an acclaimed 
 science writer

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/John-Gribbin-9e1740d630a347d99d30ae061309a065
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A fun, lighthearted and deadly serious book. A handy field 
guide to trespassing but on deeper reading in fact a call for 
organised direct action for more public access to nature, a 
gorgeously illustrated handbook to give you the tools you need 
to reclaim our rights to the land.

This book makes the argument that the key to all freedom is the
old anarchist maxim, to live as if you are already free. the way this 
translates into land rights is to trespass the woods and meadows 
and rivers that are blocked off from us, as if we already have 
the rights to do so. 

We need a new creed that spells out the old commons 
philosophy of the land; our respon- sibility to our environment, our 
communities, to inclusivity, diversity, eccentricity and queerness 
– (because the commons didn’t just celebrate queerness, they 
empowered it ).

We have to earn our rights to the land - we do this through care 
– cause no harm, leave no trace, put the river first, put each 
other second, put yourself last. 

The visual element of the book is central to its effect. It will teem 
with black and white woodcuts, a visual treat. Ideally pocket 
sized, a tool to take with you on your trespass it will carry the air of 
a 1930’s Boy Scout manual, a tone of English wit and adventure, 
carried along on a whimsical note of gentle sedition. It will carry 
its radical aims lightly, and be fun to read.

Nick Hayes’ The Book of Trespass is a Sunday Times Bestseller, 
published by Bloomsbury in 2020.  A Guardian, i and Spectator 
Book of the Year, it was shortlisted for the CWA Gold Dagger 
award for Non Fiction. He previously published four highly 
acclaimed graphic novels with Jonathan Cape: The Rime of 
the Modern Mariner, Woody Guthrie and the Dust Bowl Ballads, 
Cormorance and The Drunken Sailor. Each one in separate 
ways focuses on mankind’s relationship with the environment.

A beautifully illustrated field guide to trespassing – protest, 
through engaging with nature can be for everyone

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Nick-Hayes-aa5271d18189446b8a27e0fee44528e3
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We each have an ‘animal welfare footprint’, akin to a carbon 
footprint, the size of which is linked to our everyday decisions 
and purchases. Brain imaging studies give results that are 
forcing us to revisit and re-evaluate our ethical debates and 
positions in relation to animals. Is it not time to extend our circle 
of compassion to include them?

The global ‘One Health’ approach — which fosters 
interdisciplinary collaboration between vets, medical doctors, 
environmental professionals and others — is underpinned by 
recognition that the health and wellbeing of people, animals 
and the environment are linked. It is within our collective 
scientific ken that consuming foods from animals in excess 
causes obesity and lowered life expectancy, and that the 
agricultural methods which produce them are jeopardising the 
planet’s ability to accommodate us. And yet, somehow, as 
both individuals and societies, we struggle to find the ability to 
act. Despite our intelligence and capacity for wisdom, both the 
production and consumption of food remind us of our frailty.

In 2012, the cost to save all of the world’s globally threatened 
species, including mammals, amphibians, reptiles and birds, 
was estimated, at £3 billion, to be less than half of Europe’s 
annual expenditure on ice cream. The best part is that there is 
so much we can do to improve the situation, it just takes a bit of 
awareness in the way that you spend your money to buy your 
food.

This is an informative, balanced but shocking account of how 
we abuse animals through our ignorance and often our cruelty. 

Dr Sean Wensley is a vet and policy-maker. He has contributed 
to animal welfare and conservation projects on five continents 
and given over 200 media interviews on animal welfare 
internationally. In 2006 Wensley lobbied to end the trade of 
wildcaught birds to be kept as pets in the European Union, 
leading to a ban in 2007. He was President of the British Veterinary 
Association (BVA) from 2015-16. Wensley chairs the Animal 
Welfare Working Group of the Federation of Veterinarians of 
Europe (FVE), and in 2017 he received the inaugural World 
Veterinary Association (WVA) Global Animal Welfare Award for 
Europe. He is also Senior Veterinary Surgeon for Communication 
and Education at UK veterinary charity, the People’s Dispensary 
for Sick Animals (PDSA). 

How animals feel and why it’s in our interests to be more  
humane in our treatment of them. 

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Sean-Wensley-db1a1b1908a84537a4f56b2bac344f54
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Artist Tom de Freston has long had an obsession with  
Géricault’s painting  ‘The Raft of the Medusa’, and the  
troubling story behind its creation. The monumental canvas, 
which hangs in the  Louvre, depicts a 19th century tragedy 
in which 150 people were drowned at sea on a raft lost in a 
stormy sea, when the ship Medusa was wrecked on shallow 
ground. When de Freston began making an artwork with Ali, 
a Syrian writer blinded by a bombing, The Raft’s depiction 
of pain and suffering resonated powerfully with him, as did  
Géricault’s awful life story. It spoke not only to Ali’s story but to Tom’s  
family history of trauma and anguish, offering him a passage 
out of the dark waters in which he found himself. In spellbinding,  
visceral prose, de Freston opens a window onto the  
magnetic frisson that runs between a past masterpiece and  
contemporary artistic endeavours. He asks powerful questions 
about how we might translate violence, fear and trauma into 
art, how we try to make sense of seemingly unthinkable acts, 
and the value in facing and depicting the darkest horrors.

Tom de Freston is a visual artist based in Oxford. Among various 
fellowships and residencies he has held a Leverhulme residency 
at Cambridge University, a Levy Plumb Residency at Christ’s 
College and the inaugural Creative Fellowship at Birmingham 
University. His work is regularly exhibited, and is represented 
in numerous public and private collections. With his wife, the 
writer Kiran Millwood Hargrave, he is the co-author of Orpheus 
and Eurydice and Julia and the Shark. Wreck is his debut  
non-fiction work.

Praise for Wreck:

‘Tom de Freston’s highly personal book is a mortal journey into 
the painting’s origin myth.  In pulses of literary reference and art 
history and Gericault’s own radical life story, de Freston evokes 
a provocative new voyage for the rotting raft.’ – Philip Hoare, 
author of Albert and the Whale

‘Not only an extraordinary exploration of how an artwork is 
created but a devastating portrayal of what it means to means 
to struggle, to be human, to find hope. A darting, incredibly 
ambitious book which brings together the head and the heart.’ 
- Daisy Johnson, author of Everything Under

‘To read Wreck is to observe a mind as it delves into the 
pentimenti of the past, moving through complexities of horror, 
art, solidarity, and trauma. Unforgettable.’ - Doireann Ní Ghríofa, 
author of A Ghost in the Throat

An artist’s obsession with Géricault’s monumental painting The 
‘Raft of the Medusa’, and an intensely personal reckoning that 

delves deep inside the making of an artwork.

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Tom-de-Freston-d5b3f10c91b648f492a1d3579652c302
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This important new global history of the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan, 1979-89, interweaves local, regional, and 
international perspectives to reveal a definitive account of the 
conflict. 

Looking at the People’s Democratic Party of the Afghanistan, 
the mujahidin, and Afghan refugees, alongside international 
actors from the Soviet Union, the United States, Pakistan, India, 
Iran, and China, Dr Elisabeth Leake explores how Afghanistan 
was constructed as a postcolonial state and how its political 
identity was forged.

Elisabeth Leake trained as a historian at Yale University and 
Cambridge, where she completed her Ph.D. in 2013. She then 
held a three-year Leverhulme Early Career Fellowship at Royal 
Holloway, London, before taking up her present position as 
Lecturer in International History at the University of Leeds. Her first 
book, The Defiant Border: The Afghan–Pakistan Borderlands in 
the Era of Decolonization, was published in 2017 by Cambridge 
University Press.

Praise for The Defiant Border: 

‘Essential reading for those interested in the geopolitics of South 
Asia in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries’ 
– Francis Robinson, Royal Holloway, University of London

‘Scholars, students, and policy-makers alike should all read 
Leake’s thought-provoking and carefully researched study’ 
– Magnus Marsden, Director of Sussex Asia Centre, University of 
Sussex  

-‘Based on impressive research across three continents, carefully 
argued, and cogently written, this is a major contribution to the 
study of South Asia in the world’ 
– Robert B. Rakove, Stanford University, California     

An illuminating new history of Afghanistan, from Soviet 
invasion to the making of a modern nation

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Elisabeth-Leake-4461322328db4e678d385b81c386d647
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Too many popular histories seek to establish heroes, pioneers, 
and martyrs but as Huw Lemmey and Ben Miller argue, the past 
is filled with queer people whose sexualities and/or dastardly 
deeds have been overlooked. What about those ‘bad gays’ 
whose un-exemplary lives reveals more than we might expect?

Part-revisionist history, part-historical biography, and based 
on the hugely popular podcast series, Bad Gays subverts the 
notion of gay icons and queer heroes and asks what we can 
learn about LGBTQ history, sexuality and identity through its 
villains and baddies. From the Emperor Hadrian to notorious 
gangster Ronnie Kray, the authors excavate the buried history 
of queer lives. This includes fascist thugs, famous artists, austere 
puritans and debauched bon viveurs, Imperialists, G-men, and 
architects. Together these amazing life stories expand and 
challenge the mainstream assumptions of sexual identity. They 
show that homosexuality itself was an idea that emerged in the 
nineteenth century and that its interpretation has been central 
to major historical moments of conflict from the ruptures of 
Weimar Republic to red-baiting in Cold War America. Amusing, 
disturbing, and fascinating, Bad Gays puts centre stage the 
queers villains and evil twinks in history.

Huw Lemmey is a novelist, artist, and critic living in Barcelona. 
He is the author of three novels: Unknown Language (2020), Red 
Tory (2019), and Chubz (2016). He has written for the Guardian, 
Frieze, Flash Art, Tribune, The Architectural Review, Art Monthly, 
New Humanist, the White Review, and L’Uomo Vogue, amongst 
others. As an artist and filmmaker, his work has been shown at 
the ICA, Lux Biennial of Moving Image, Mumok Vienna, Warsaw 
Museum of Contemporary Art and the Design Museum, London.

Ben Miller is a writer and researcher living in Berlin where he 
has just begun a Doctoral Fellowship at the Graduate School 
of Global Intellectual History at the Freie Universität Berlin. He 
has taught on queer history, literature, and visual cultures at the 
Humboldt Universität zu Berlin and The New Centre for Research 
& Practice. He has written for New York Times, Slate, Literary 
Hub, the Los Angeles Review of Books and Jacobin. His fiction 
has been published in SAND, Apogee Journal and Tin House. 
He is the author of The New Queer Photography (2020).

An unconventional history of homosexuality

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Huw-Lemmey-and-Ben-Miller-8c4bcd7ef06d4328aff5842c31f9740e
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For nearly two hundred years the Royal Geographical Society 
has been awarding gold medals to those individuals who have 
contributed most to our knowledge of the frontiers of the world. 
Winners of the Founder’s and Patron’s medals now number 
around three hundred, and the roll-call of names – amongst 
them Barth, Eyre, von Humboldt, Cook, Cousteau – is a veritable 
Who’s Who of exploration. 

Drawing on the RGS archives, and charting the expeditions 
of these medal-winners across continents and oceans, in 
Discovering the World Alexander Maitland sheds light on the 
indomitable courage, determination and perceptive insights of 
an exceptional group of men and women. Maitland tells their 
extraordinary stories – in some instances, for the first time – and 
the many and varied ways in which they helped ‘fill in the maps’, 
which amount to nothing less than a history of exploration itself.

Born and educated in Scotland, Alexander Maitland is an 
author, artist and lecturer. He was elected a Fellow of the Royal 
Geographical Society in 1960, and is a member of the Library 
and Maps Committee. He has written several books on travel 
and exploration, including Speke and the Discovery of the 
Source of the Nile (1971), A Tower in a Wall: Conversations With 
Freya Stark (1982); the authorised biography Wilfred Thesiger: 
The Life of the Great Explorer (2006, 2007 and 2011); and Wilfred 
Thesiger in Africa (2010).

Praise for Wilfred Thesiger: The Life of the Great Explorer:  

‘A model biography of the explorer…Maitland has meticulously 
separated reality from legend’ – Sunday Telegraph   
  
‘Masterly’ – The Times

‘A worthy testament to an exceptional life’ 
– Independent on Sunday    

A one-volume history of exploration told through the stories 
of the Royal Geographical Society’s remarkable gold-medal 

winners
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Timothy Phillips explores the surviving traces of both the Iron 
Curtain and the Berlin Wall and looks at the new Europe that has 
emerged from the ruins. The people he meets bear vivid witness 
to times of change. There are those who now look on the Cold 
War with nostalgia and affection, but others who still despise 
it, unable to forgive the lost decades that their families, friends 
and nations endured. Strikingly, a large and growing proportion 
of these populations were still too young, or not yet born, when 
the Curtain fell. These are the “tomorrow generations” for whose 
sake ending the deadly standoff once seemed so critical.

As Timothy discovers, in a trip that is filled with unexpected 
encounters, Europe’s future must not be taken for granted. 
The continent today faces a rising tide of new suspicions and 
disputes. Hatred is everywhere reviving. Old wounds feel fresh 
once more.

Timothy Phillips is the author of Beslan: The Tragedy of School
No. 1 (Granta 2008). He grew up in Northern Ireland and now lives 
in London. He holds a doctorate in Russian from Oxford University 
and has written and spoken widely on British and Russian history. 
His latest book, The Secret Twenties: British Intelligence, the 
Russians and the Jazz Age, was published by Granta in 2017.

Praise for The Secret Twenties:

‘The Secret Twenties is the rewarding product of Phillips’s 
immersion in what he calls the “vast, sweeping, intriguing and 
sometimes shocking repository of material” that comprises the 
declassified archives of MI5.’ – Guardian 
      
‘A welcome and fascinating study of a pivotal yet under-
explored aspect of history. Using previously unseen files, Phillips 
illuminates the growing role of espionage as suspicions grew 
about the threat from the new Soviet state - all set against the 
glamour of 1920s London. It is an intoxicating combination.’
- Martin Pearce, author of Spymaster

In a major new project, Timothy Phillips travels the route of the 
Iron Curtain from deep inside the Arctic Circle to the meeting 

point of Armenia, Azerbaijan and Turkey

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Timothy-Philips-66e89497bca844cdb7d3e6f81b87bc00
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Miranda Seymour

I Used To Live Here Once

UK: HarperCollins - June 2022
UK Editor: Arabella Pike
US: Norton - June 2022
US Editor: John Glusman
Primary Agent: AG
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (NL)

Additional Info:
Extent - 342 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Copyedited 
manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

DHA Rights Portal with all current 
publishers

Biography and Memoir

Jean Rhys is one of the most compelling writers of the twentieth 
century. Memories of her Caribbean girlhood haunt the four 
short and piercingly brilliant novels that Rhys wrote during 
her extraordinary years as an exile in 1920s Paris and later in 
England, a body of fiction – above all, the extraordinary Wide 
Sargasso Sea – that has a passionate following today.

And yet her own colourful life, including her early years on the 
Caribbean island of Dominica, remains too little explored, until 
now. In I Used to Live Here Once, Miranda Seymour sheds new 
light on the artist whose proud and fiercely solitary life profoundly 
informed her writing.

Rhys experienced tragedy and extreme poverty, alcohol and 
drug dependency, romantic and sexual turmoil – and yet, while 
her works often contain autobiographical material, Rhys herself 
was never a victim.

The figure who emerges for Seymour is powerful, cultured, self-
mocking, and indestructible – unpredictable and endlessly 
fascinating.

Miranda Seymour is a novelist and biographer who also writes 
for a number of leading newspapers and literary journals. She is 
a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature and a Visiting Professor 
of English Studies at the University of Nottingham Trent. She is 
the author of five acclaimed biographies including: Ottoline 
Morrell: Life on a Grand Scale; Robert Graves: Life on the Edge; 
Mary Shelley; The Bugatti Queen and Chaplin’s Girl. Her memoir 
of her father, In My Father’s House, was winner of the 2008 PEN/
Ackerley Prize

Praise for Miranda Seymour:

‘The most dazzling biography of a female writer to have come 
my way for a decade…’ – Financial Times on Mary Shelley

‘To be savoured for its vivid and sympathetic recreation of the 
tragic life and brilliant times of the gifted Mary Shelley’ 
– Times Literary Supplement on Mary Shelley

‘Seymour writes with an elegance and verve her subject would 
have appreciated . . . [An] inspiring rediscovery’ - Spectator on
The Bugatti Queen

‘Seymour’s descriptions of [the races] are spine-tingling… [She] 
excels in conveying the wider social-historical context’ 
- Sunday Times on The Bugatti Queen

An intimate, profoundly moving biography of Jean Rhys, 
acclaimed author of Wide Sargasso Sea.



49

5 Anonymous Women

Deep Deception

UK: Ebury Press - February 2022
UK Editor: Claire Collins
US: On submission
Primary Agent: VB
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (VB)

Additional Info:
Extent - 80,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Copyedited 
manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Japan Uni

DHA Rghts Portal page

Biography and Memoir

Groomed. Gaslighted. Ghosted.

These five motivated, articulate and independent women 
each thought they’d met the love of their life - a true soulmate 
who shared their values, ambitions and goals. They shared their 
passion for campaigning and had joined the same political 
groups. But after many happy years, their partners started 
to behave strangely, and appeared to be having a nervous 
breakdown.

Then they vanished, leaving a note explaining that they’d gone 
abroad to sort themselves out. ‘It’s not you. It’s me.’ These 
women were left confused and traumatised, unable to move 
on and searching for answers.

Through forensic detective work, they eventually confirmed 
they had all been in serious relationships with fictional men who 
were actually married police officers and whose deceit was 
being funded by the tax payer.

The undercover officers were part of a secret political policing 
unit and took elaborate measures to develop their fake 
personas. They stole the identities of dead children. They were 
issued with fake passports and driving licenses.

As the women uncovered the truth, their discoveries caused 
the operations to fall apart dramatically and publicly, enabling 
them to find each other and take legal action. When they 
compared their stories, they discovered the chilling overlaps in 
their experiences.

The police officers had been using the same set of tactics and 
techniques to manipulate their cover-story girlfriends. They 
had been spying on the women and their friends in order to 
undermine their attempts to create a more just world.

This is the story of five women whose lives were stolen by state-
sponsored spies, but who came together to take on the police, 
ultimately winning an unprecedented apology and out-of-
court settlement. 

The story of the spycop network, by the women who 
uncovered the shocking truth 

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/5-Anonymous-Women-446eb8d4f5d24b619b7e3f6fbbb81f69
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Joanna Walsh

Girl Online

UK: Verso - May 2022
UK Editor: Leo Hollis
US: Verso - May 2022
Primary Agent: HM
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (NL)

Additional Info:
Extent - 160 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Edited 
manuscript

Co-agents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

DHA Rights Portal page

Essays

The unwritten contract of the internet, that a user is what is used, 
extends from the well-examined issue of data privacy and 
consent to the very selves women are encouraged to create 
in order to appear. Invited to self-construct as “girls online,” 
vloggers, bloggers and influencers sign a devil’s bargain: a 
platform on the condition they commodify themselves, eternally 
youthful, cute and responsibility-free, hiding offline domestic, 
professional and emotional labour while paying for their online 
presence with ‘accounts’ of personal “experience.”

This arresting personal narrative disguises the truth of a women 
negotiating the (cyber)space between her identities as girl, 
mother, writer, and commodified online persona. Written in a 
plethora of the online styles, from programming language to the 
blog/diary, from tweets to lyric prose, Girl Online takes in selfies, 
social media, celebrity and Cyberfeminism. It is an (anti) user 
manifesto, exploding the terms and conditions of appearing 
online under the sign of “girl.” 

Joanna Walsh is a multidisciplinary writer for print, digital and 
performance. The author of seven books, including Hotel, 
Vertigo, Worlds from the Word’s End and Break*up she also 
works as a critic, editor, teacher and arts activist. She is a UK Arts 
Foundation fellow, and the recipient of the Markievicz Award 
in the Republic of Ireland. She founded and ran #readwomen 
(2014-18), described by the New York Times as “a rallying cry 
for equal treatment for women writers” and currently runs  
@noentry_arts.

Praise for Joanna Walsh:

‘Walsh’s writing has intellectual rigour and bags of formal 
bravery... boldly intellectual work.’ - Financial Times 

‘Joanna Walsh is fast becoming one of our most important 
writers’ - Deborah Levy, author of Hot Milk

‘Luminous, philosophical’ - Lauren Elkin, author of Flaneuse

‘Steeped in the pure poetics of now…a smart, allusive 
meditation’ -  Colm Tóibín, author of House of Names      

What happens when a woman goes online?  
She becomes a girl.
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Recent and Upcoming Publications

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

Ghosted by Jenn Ashworth - DHA Rights Portal page (June 2021)
The Coming Bad Days by Sarah Bernstein - DHA Rights Portal page (April 2021)
The Dangerous Kingdom of Love by Neil Blackmore - DHA Rights Portal page (July 2021)
Happy Hour by Marlowe Granados - DHA Rights Portal page (September 2021)
Three Rooms by Jo Hamya - DHA Rights Portal page (July 2021)
Lorem Ipsum by Oli Hazzard - DHA Rights Portal page (May 2021)
Metamorphosis by Penelope Lively - DHA Rights Portal page (October 2021)
Your Inner Hedgehog by Alexander McCall Smith - DHA Rights Portal page (March 2021)
The Pavilion Above the Clouds by Alexander McCall Smith - DHA Rights Portal page (August 2021)
The Man with the Silver Saab by Alexander McCall Smith - DHA Rights Portal page (May 2021)
Day For Night by Jean McNeil - DHA Rights Portal Page (June 2021)
Male Tears by Ben Myers - DHA Rights Portal page (April 2021)
The Swfit and the Harrier by Minette Walters - DHA Rights Portal Page (November 2021)

Commercial Fiction

One Ordinary Day at a Time by Sarah J Harris - DHA Rights Portal page (June 2021)
The Woman in the Middle by Milly Johnson - DHA Rights Portal page (October 2021)
The Origins of Iris by Beth Lewis - DHA Rights Portal page (August 2021)
The English Girl by Sarah Mitchell - DHA Rights Portal page (June 2021)
A Winter Memory by Lulu Taylor - DHA Rights Portal page (November 2021)

Crime, Suspense and Thrillers

The Killer Inside by Matthew Frank - DHA Rights Portal page (July 2021)
Ascension by Oliver Harris - DHA Rights Portal page (July 2021)
56 Days by Catherine Ryan Howard - DHA Rights Portal page (August 2021)
1979 by Val McDermid - DHA Rights Portal page (October 2021)
Black Reed Bay by Rod Reynolds - DHA Rights Portal page (May 2021)
Greystones by Joss Stirling - DHA Rights Portal page (February 2021)

Non-Fiction

The Circling Sky by Neil Ansell - DHA Rights Portal page (April 2021)
This Dark Country by Rebecca Birrell - DHA Rights Portal page (August 2021)
Being a Human by Charles Foster - DHA Rights Portal page (August 2021)
Fry’s Ties by Stephen Fry - DHA Rights Portal page (November 2021)
The Pathfinders by Will Iredale - DHA Rights Portal page (July 2021)
The Nature Seed by Lucy Jones and Kenneth Greenway - DHA Rights Portal page (August 2021)
Listen by Kathryn Mannix - DHA Rights Portal page (September 2021)
They by Sarfraz Manzoor - DHA Rights Portal page (August 2021)
Things I Have Withheld by Kei Miller - DHA Rights Portal page (May 2021)
Go Big by Ed Miliband - DHA Rights Portal page (October 2021)
A Trillion Trees by Fred Pearce - DHA Rights Portal page (August 2021)
The Prime Ministers We Never Had by Steve Richards - DHA Rights Portal page (September 2021)
Hot Air by Peter Stott - DHA Rights Portal page (October 2021)
Not Even This by Jack Underwood - DHA Rights Portal page (May 2021)
To Write as if Already Dead by Kate Zambreno - DHA Rights Portal page (July 2021)

Poetry 

All the Names Given by Raymond Antrobus - DHA Rights Portal page (September 2021)
The Heeding by Rob Cowen and Nick Hayes - DHA Rights Portal page (June 2021)

https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Jenn-Ashworth-aaaec74154764e88a6b7ea91c01f076c
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Sarah-Bernstein-790cc568ad6d43dba7b374b4acfbe3f6
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Neil-Blackmore-59ccc33ab161488cad0f4d916aa0f98f
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Marlowe-Granados-bbfd9824bc0f4af78d28d1939ff3c5ca
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Jo-Hamya-b4eee698e99f4712907ca8f4e32ad4c6
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Oli-Hazzard-b83b9c54fd974729b45282db41b08e9d
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Penelope-Lively-620fa1b6083742f29d1e0c108149ec70
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Your-Inner-Hedgehog-Von-Igelfeld-5-392b1d42e0564b66b630db81a8a22fa5
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/The-Pavilion-Above-the-Clouds-4202805f4ca84a6ea08f36c326bd7886
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/The-Man-With-the-Silver-Saab-Detective-Varg-3-7e473f826b054c8bbd5793ae3f4a2d4a
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Jean-McNeil-af01c77550b94b5e93cc99e20b6e1acb
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Benjamin-Myers-ace21cc70999412a992b3b4fc90df8a5
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Minette-Walters-47ca3b6f210b44fb82d0f39ec94f81e8
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Sarah-J-Harris-64ffbc87069b4340b04a2f29070c4ee3
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Milly-Johnson-5612fa8525b44557aa0994b4eb1736c7
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Beth-Lewis-1f359171a6ce4d81b910a49ca6f695d2
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Sarah-Mitchell-60f097ddc2a34d8f98dc49253cc6f721
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Lulu-Taylor-f77ce535dd2a4d1b845672bdecc48b5a
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Matthew-Frank-693e78e53bc84571ac2c6d43989115f5
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Oliver-Harris-6de4cb6cee8d432dac56f140e3f3416b
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Catherine-Ryan-Howard-94cfe7fbee324ee1a39d4e78b1281a6b
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Val-McDermid-f92de193db064eb3a5a5fc59b37f380b
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Rod-Reynolds-a0991a9cbbc6411682670e15d41afd86
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Joss-Stirling-5c994bcc81f14f4baf6e614c74263f63
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Neil-Ansell-5af53ebcbb464b42a8b6f0404f510515
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Rebecca-Birrell-d24dbc073e474a6585db5ada6f2a60b2
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Charles-Foster-2fdc15f529244699be8fc4d8663222e0
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Stephen-Fry-ab5f15c0371c42e0a26fe753071f83ab
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Will-Iredale-109f1674e1bf468b992efe493912eda8
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Lucy-Jones-and-Kenneth-Greenway-1701e643f7f1469594360475e5401035
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Kathryn-Mannix-2ffcf20a2a7a4680abd422e81a221a98
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Sarfraz-Manzoor-bcd7cd89c37c411982763b256a343139
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Kei-Miller-93876e209de54fdd92297893156abc48
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Ed-Miliband-4c9be1068f304e679bfa5d1e5543c877
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Fred-Pearce-6e25dcd9685d47b49509c1b299a6e529
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Steve-Richards-b5a07672e7864209ad39f20fe6bbc5d0
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Peter-Stott-4d57067f307d4b278764a64e5e603f9a
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Jack-Underwood-db17e865008b4d039affb732d57b9e17
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Kate-Zambreno-778ca3e9d1ac4be28ea7dc237c4bf32f
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Raymond-Antrobus-e2a024e86daa43ddbbef3618c3570ca5
https://www.notion.so/davidhigham/Rob-Cowen-Nick-Hayes-e2d1e1342ef948ef97341d3ab69f7827
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Prizes 2021

Entangled Life
by 

Merlin Sheldrake
Winner of the Wainwright Prize 2021

The Bone Jar
by 

S W Kane
Shortlisted for the John Creasey (New 

Blood) Dagger 2021

The Intoxicating Mr Lavelle
by 

Neil Blackmore
Shortlisted for the Polari Prize 2021

The Book of Echoes
by 

Rosanna Amaka
Shortlisted for the RSL Christopher Bland 

Prize 2021
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Prizes 2021

Happy Hour
by 

Marlowe Granados
Shortlisted for the 2021 Amazon Canada 

First Novel Award

Hyde
by 

Craig Russell
Winner of the 2021 McIlvanney Prize

The Edge of the Grave
by 

Robbie Morrison
Winner of the Bloody Scotland 2021 

Debut 

The Book of Trespass
by 

Nick Hayes
Shortlisted for the ALCS Gold Dagger for 

Non-Fiction
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Prizes 2021

The Nothing Man
by 

Catherine Ryan Howard
Shortlisted for the Ian Fleming Steel  

Dagger

 
Kathryn Scanlan

Winner of the Arts and Letters Awards in 
Literature

Exciting Times
by 

Naoise Dolan
Shortlisted for the Salerno Libro d’Europa 

Prize

blu

NaoiseD olan
Tem pi eccitant i

How to Wash a Heart
by 

Bhanu Kapil
Won the 2020 T. S. Eliot Prize
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Film and TV News

Exciting Times
by Naoise Dolan

TV rights sold to Black Bear with Amazon 
Studios to produce

Anatomy of a Scandal
by Sarah Vaughan

Six-part series adapted by David E. 
Kelley to launch on Netflix in early 2022

Acts of Desperation
by Megan Nolan

Film rights optioned - details currently 
embargoed



China: Andrew Nurnberg Associates / Bardon Chinese Media Agency

Czech: Kristin Olson Literarni Agentura

Hungary: Katai & Bolza

Indonesia: Maxima Creative Agency

Japan: Tuttle-Mori/ Japan Uni

Korea: Eric Yang Agency

Poland: Anna Jarota Agency

Romania: Simona Kessler Agency 

Russia: Van Lear Agency

Serbia: Plima Literary Agency

Thailand: The Silkroad Agency

Turkey: Anatolia Literary Agency

DHA deal directly in all other territories not listed above. 
Please see contents page for the relevant Rights Agent.

Co-Agents
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Five Anonymous Women

Olivia Atwater

Santanu Bhattacharya

Kevin Brazil

Theo Clare

Doreen Cunningham

Lucy Diamond

Sarah Duguid

Tom de Freston

Jessica George

Guinevere Glasfurd

John Gribbin

Saleem Haddad

Araminta Hall

Ali Harris

Oliver Harris

Nick Hayes

Laura Kemp

Elisabeth Leake

Huw Lemmy and Ben Miller

S.E. Lynes

Sophie Mackintosh

Alexander Maitland

Simon Mason

Alexander McCall Smith

Anna Metcalfe

Ben Myers

Kelsey Normand

Peter Oborne

Nicky Peacock

Timothy Philips

Sarah Pinborough

Katy Regan

Craig Russell

Jane Sanderson

Kathryn Scanlan

Miranda Seymour

Ayesha Sidiqqi

Tasha Silva

Jess Stanley

Dizz Tate

Lulu Taylor

Sureka Thanenthiran-Dharuman

A.K. Turner

Nicola Upson

Sarah Vaughan

Rosie Walsh

Joanna Walsh

Sean Wensley


