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Yvonne Battle-Felton

Curdle Creek 

UK: On submission
Primary Agent: ED
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: NL

Additional Info:
Extent - 66,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Final ms 

Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Japan Uni

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

Curdle Creek is an all-Black town in 1919 rural America 
governed by sinister rules and rituals indulged by the 
community in the name of tradition. Osira, a forty-five year- 
old widow and suspected well-walker, begins to lose her 
faith and as she travels from place to place in search of 
belonging, she learns there’s a price to pay and what she’s 
willing to pay for it. 

Curdle Creek is an unique novel exploring themes of home, 
belonging, society and motherhood in a highly inventive 
way.

Yvonne Battle-Felton is Lecturer in Creative Writing and 
Creative Industries at Sheffield Hallam University.

Her previous novel Remembered was longlisted for the 
Women’s Prize for Fiction 2019 and shortlisted for the 
Jhalak Prize 2020. It was published in the US by Blackstone 
Publishing in 2020.

‘Write Your Novel’ is an innovative write-along podcast 
series written and devised by Yvonne Battle-Felton.

Praise for Remembered:

‘Compares with Toni Morrison’s Beloved’ – Guardian

‘Remembered will stay with you long after reading’ 
– Irish Times

‘A compassionate, heart-wrenching story’ – Diana Evans, 
author of Ordinary People

‘Battle-Felton’s vision is epic, her insight piercing, and her 
characters are unforgettable’ – Margaret Wilkerson Sexton, 
author of The Revisioners

They say there’s no place like home. Let’s hope they’re right.
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Santanu Bhattacharya 

One Small Voice

UK: Fig Tree at Penguin, Spring 2023
UK Editor: Helen Garnons Williams
US: On submission
Primary Agent: JW
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: PK

Additional Info:
Extent - 97,224 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Edited 
manuscript

Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Japan Uni

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

India, 1992. The country is ablaze with riots after Hindu nationalists 
have demolished a mosque. Shabby, ten years old, watches a 
mob set fire to a man. His family are complicit in this violence. 
Over the next twenty-five years, Shabby stumbles through life 
trying to right the wrong, haunted by trauma, propped up by 
privilege, bound by family expectations, fuelled by his own 
dreams, and sustained by friendships with peers as they too try 
to navigate the contradictions of modern India. 

The novel charts three decades of intense change in the 
subcontinent - the rise of a strident right-wing Hindu nationalism 
on one hand, and rampant capitalism and Westernisation on 
the other.  At the same time, the novel is an emotionally resonant 
deep-dive into the personal lives of its characters, exploring the  
repercussions of identity politics on the individual, physical and 
mental traumas of violence, and intergenerational conflict of 
value systems. It focuses on the middle-class, a billion-strong 
population at the intersection of lofty aspirations and traditional 
lifestyles. Much has been written about the very rich and very 
poor of the subcontinent, but the push-and-pull of middle-class 
life has been largely left unexplored, and Santanu does so with 
subtlety and depth.

Santanu Bhattacharya grew up in India, and studied at the 
University of Oxford and the National University of Singapore. 
He is a graduate of Tin House Writers’ Workshop 2021 where he 
worked on this novel. Early drafts won the Mo Siewcharran Prize 
and  a place at the London Writers Award. His memoir piece 
The Nicer One won the Life Writing Prize and a mentorship from 
Max Porter, which is ongoing. 

Santanu has worked with the United Nations, the British Civil 
Service and Teach For India. Having lived in eight cities across 
three countries, perpetually ‘the other’, he now lives in North 
London with his partner. Twitter: @santanu_x

Major debut by a prizewinning author, the Great Indian novel 
of this generation.
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Stephen Buoro

The Five Sorrowful Mysteries Of Andy Africa 

UK: Bloomsbury, Spring 2023
UK Editor: Alexis Kirschbaum
US: Bloomsbury
US Editor: Daniel Loedel
Primary Agent: NC
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: CI

Rights sold:
German - Rowohlt
Spanish - Temas de hoy (Planeta)

Additional Info:
Extent - 77,900 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Edited 
manuscript due April/May 2022

Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Japani Uni

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

Andrew Aziza is a teenage boy living in Kontagora in Niger 
State in North Western Nigeria. He lives with his mysterious 
mother, Gloria, and spends his days bowling about town with 
his droogs, Slim and Morocca, grappling with his love of white 
girls – especially blondes – and wondering who his real Mama 
and Papa are.

When he’s not in church, at school or attempting to form the 
triumvirate of ‘Africa’s first superheroes’, he hangs out with 
his maths teacher Zahrah and his friend Fatima, who, to his 
dismay, nickname him, Andy Africa. They discuss mathematical 
theorems, black power, Anifuturism (the fusion of animism and 
Afrofuturism) and HXVX, or, the Curse of Africa.

Inevitably, Andy falls hopelessly and inappropriately in love with 
the first white girl he lays eyes on, Eileen, Father McMahon’s 
niece, but at the church party held to celebrate her arrival, a 
crisis looms, a crisis that will shake the foundations of everything 
Andy knows and loves.

Stephen Buoro was born in Nigeria in 1993. He has an First-Class 
bachelor’s degree in Mathematics and a master’s in Creative
Writing from the University of East Anglia as the recipient of the 
Booker Prize Foundation Scholarship. He is currently studying 
for a fully-funded PhD in Creative & Critical Writing at UEA. His 
research examines the limitations of literary realism in depicting 
the African experience, as well as ‘suprarealistic’ genres such 
as Afrofuturism.

Praise for The Five Sorrowful Mysteries Of Andy Africa:

‘This novel exudes a wonderfully vivid sense of place and leads 
the reader inside the head of its teenage hero… It’s a narrative 
of depth that also manages to be instantly engaging’ 
– Ian Rankin, author of the Rebus thrillers

‘I fell in love immediately. [It has] hilarious energy, a satirical but 
also wildly ambitious philosophical framework… [It’s] eccentric, 
profound, timely, specific, with global concerns and a really, 
really brilliant central character’
- Max Porter, author of Grief Is The Thing With Feathers

‘Fascinating; unashamedly, brilliantly intelligent, [grapples] with 
ideas around maths, Afrofuturism, biblical myth…fundamentally 
it’s a really playful, pleasurable book about young boy 
who’s falling madly in love, and has a difficult, intense, loving 
relationship with mother’ 
- Sarah Perry, author of The Essex Serpent

A subtle exploration and damning indictment of the millennial 
Nigerian experience, this satirical novel is for readers of Junot 

Díaz and Paul Beatty.
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Eve Chase

The Birdcage

UK: Michael Joseph, 28th April 2022
UK Editor: Maxine Hitchcock
US: Berkley, 19th July 2022
US Editor: Tara Singh-Carlson
Primary Agent: LK
Translation Rights: DHA 
Film/TV Rights: PK

Rights sold: 
Norwegian - Gyldendal Norsk 

Additional Info:
Extent - 400 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Final files 

Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Option publishers: 
Czech - Dobrovsky 
French - Editions Robert Laffont
Hungarian - Alexandra Könyvesház 
Italian - Sperling & Kupfer
Polish - Wydawnictwo Kobiece
Romanian – Grup Media Litera 
Russian - Clever Books
Turkish - Altin Kitaplar

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

When half-sisters Lauren, Kat and Flora are unexpectedly 
summoned to Rock Point, the remote Cornish house where 
they spent their childhood summers, it is the first time they have 
been there together since their artist father painted them in the 
celebrated Girls and Birdcage.

Since then they have drifted apart into wildly different lives, 
each one determined to forget the fateful summer of twenty 
years ago.

But when they arrive at Rock Point it is clear they are not alone.

Someone is lurking in the shadows, watching their every move. 
Someone who remembers what they did, and has been waiting 
for their return.

As the events of that summer rise closer to the surface, will the 
three sisters escape unscathed for a second time? Or are some 
secrets too powerful to remain under lock and key?

Eve Chase always wanted to write about families – ones that go 
wrong but somehow survive – and big old houses, where family 
secrets and untold stories seed in the crumbling stone walls. 
Black Rabbit Hall is such a story. It was published by Michael 
Joseph in Summer 2015.

Her second novel was published in July 2017 by Michael Joseph 
in the UK as The Vanishing of Audrey Wilde, and by Penguin US 
as The Wildling Sisters, and her latest novel, The Glass House, 
was released in May 2020 and has sold over 200,000 copies 
across all formats in the UK.

Praise for The Birdcage: 

‘Eve Chase is one of my favourite authors and I fell in love with 
The Birdcage. A gorgeously written, atmospheric and twisty 
story of sisters and secrets set on the Cornish coast. Eve Chase’s 
books never fail to make me cry. I devoured it!’ 
- Claire Douglas, bestselling author of The Couple at No. 9

‘Chase conjures up a bohemian, artistic world filled with 
damaged daughters and their charismatic, largely absent and 
narcissistic father. Immersive, tense and ultimately redemptive, 
while I was reading, it held me completely in its grip.’ 
- Sarah Vaughan, author of Anatomy of a Scandal 

Some secrets need to be set free . . .
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Charles Foster

Siege

UK: Under offer
US: On submission
Primary Agent: JW
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: CI

Additional Info:
Extent - 70,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Unedited 
manuscript

Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

The natural world is under siege. Its inhabitants are living 
truncated lives; starving, constricted, diseased, and neurotic, 
they cannot be the sorts of creatures they are meant to be. We 
are used - indeed over-used - to learning about this siege from 
the perspective of concerned humans. Photos of seals drowned 
in nets and oiled gulls no longer excite our imagination, and 
so they excite neither empathy nor resolve. The only way to 
reignite these imaginations is by way of story.

Charles Foster is a Fellow of Green Templeton College, University 
of Oxford, where he teaches medical law and ethics. He is a 
practicing barrister and a qualified veterinarian with a particular 
interest in animal behaviour. Foster is a Fellow of the Royal 
Geographical Society and a Fellow of the Linnean Society. He 
lives in Oxford and Exmoor with his wife and six children.

His book Being a Beast was a New York Times Bestseller, long-
listed for the Baillie Gifford and the Wainwright Prize, won 
the 30 millions d’amis Prize (France), and is the subject of a 
forthcoming feature film from Sovereign Films. His book Being 
a Human was named a New Statesman Essential Non-Fiction 
Book of 2021 and a Kirkus Best Book of 2021, and his latest book, 
The Screaming Sky, was longlisted for the Wainwright Prize.

Praise for Charles Foster:

‘A wonderful, wild, dazzling book. You will feel more human for 
having read it’ - Literary Review

‘This is a magpie book full of intriguing anthropological sketches 
... Fits neatly into the growing library of modern British natural 
history writing, alongside the best of Nan Shepherd, Robert 
Macfarlane, and Roger Deakin’ - Kirkus

‘Foster is a beautiful writer and an engaging companion 
throughout ... a wonderfully fun if entirely bonkers read’
- Guardian

‘Foster writes with inspiring brilliance, originality, and simplicity’ 
- Larry Dossey MD

A book of stories, told through the eyes of eight animals - one 
of whom is human - set under the greatest siege of our time: 

human nature itself.
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Sophie Mackintosh

Cursed Bread

UK: Hamish Hamilton, Spring 2023
UK Editor: Hermione Thompson
US: Doubleday, Spring 2023
US Editor: Margo Shickmanter
Primary Agent: HM
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: NL

Rights sold: 
Hungarian - Athenaeum

Additional Info:
Extent - 52,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Edited 
manuscript

Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Option publishers: 
Arabic- Al-Mada
Farsi - Houpaa
Greek- Klidarithmos
Hungarian - Athenaeum
Italian - Einaudi
Korean - Prunsoop
Russian - Eksmo 
Turkish - Can Yayinlari

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

When the baker’s wife Elodie overhears a mysterious 
conversation between charismatic newcomers to her town—
Violet, and Violet’s husband, known only as “the ambassador”—
the seed of an obsession is planted. She becomes gripped with 
observing them, imagining them, trying to solve the secret to 
their beautiful life. It is an illusion she pieces together with her 
own gleaned research, transcripts, and fantasies —one that 
prevents her seeing her own life and marriage for what it is. And 
underneath Elodie’s lavish imaginings, the truth will be revealed 
to be more ordinary, less magical, even sordid, sinister.

Sophie Mackintosh is the author of The Water Cure, which was 
longlisted for the Man Booker Prize 2018, and Blue Ticket. She 
has also won The White Review Short Story Prize and the Virago/
Stylist Short Story Competition, and has been published in 
Granta, The New York Times, The White Review and The Stinging 
Fly among others. In January 2020 she was picked as ‘a face set 
to define the decade ahead’ by Vogue.

Praise for The Water Cure and Blue Ticket:

‘Dreamlike, tense, compelling, [with] a pitch-perfect ending’ – 
The New York Times     

‘Gripping, ethereal, atmospheric’ – Sunday Times

‘The cool intensity and strange beauty of Blue Ticket is a 
wonder - be sure to read everything Sophie Mackintosh writes’ 
– Deborah Levy, author of Hot Milk  

‘A gripping, sinister fable’ 
– Margaret Atwood, author of The Handmaid’s Tale

A novel of great intensity about the fantasy of happiness, 
which reimagines the unsolved true crime of the 1951 Pont-

Saint-Esprit mass poisoning.
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Lynsey May  

Weak Teeth

UK: On submission
Primary Agent: SL
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: SL

Additional Info:
Extent - 75,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Unedited 
manuscript

Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Japan Uni

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

Ellis’ relationship crumbles without warning, leaving her with 
nothing but a crack in her heart, scraps in her bank account 
and a mouthful of unreliable teeth. Forced back to her mum’s 
house, Ellis must scrape away the years of suppressed feelings 
and face her fears of the dentist’s chair if she wants to stay in 
one piece.   
 
A dark yet comic take on the sacrifices we make for family and 
partners - and how those seemingly selfless choices can eat 
away at us. For fans of Miriam Toews’ All My Puny Sorrows and 
The New Me by Halle Butler.  

Lynsey May lives, loves and writes in Edinburgh. She won first 
place in the Fresh Ink novel contest in 2020, a Scottish Book Trust 
New Writers Award in 2013, a Robert Louis Stevenson Fellowship 
in 2015 and a spot as Cove Park’s Emerging Scottish Writer in 
2016. She’s also been longlisted in the Mslexia novel competition 
and runner up in Borough Press’ open novel competition.

Her short fiction has been published in various journals and 
anthologies, including The Stinging Fly, Gutter, New Writing 
Scotland and Banshee. 

Ellis has been careful her whole life and yet, when her partner 
rips their relationship away from her, she realises something 

bad has slipped in – and it’s up to her to excavate it.   
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Alexander McCall Smith

 A Song Of Comfortable Chairs 
No.1 Ladies Detective Agency #23

UK: Little, Brown, September 2022
UK Editor: Richard Beswick
US: Pantheon (Knopf Doubleday), 
October 2022
US Editor: Edward Kastenmeier
Primary Agent: CW
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: Haworth Agency

Additional Info:
Extent - 240 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Edited 
manuscript in July 

Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Option publishers for No.1 Ladies 
Detective Agency: 
Bulgarian - Storyside
Czech - Argo (print) and Dilia (audio)
Danish - Mofibo (audio) 
Dutch - Lind & Co. (audio)
Finnish - Otava
Hungarian - Muvelt Nep
Italian - TEA Editori Associati 
Norwegian - Cappelen Damm
Serbian - Laguna

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

Grace Makutsi’s husband, Phuti, is in a bind. An international 
firm is attempting to undercut his business and, to make matters 
worse, they have a slick new advertising campaign that seems 
hard to beat. But, with Mma Ramotswe’s help, Phuti’s new 
campaign may do the trick.

Meanwhile, Mma Makutsi is approached by an old friend with 
a troubled son. Grace and Phuti agree to lend a hand, but 
the boy proves difficult to reach, and the situation is more than 
they can handle on their own. It will require not only all of their 
patience and dedication, but the help of Mma Ramotswe and 
the formidable Mma Potokwani.

Alexander McCall Smith is the author of the No. 1 Ladies’ 
Detective Agency novels and of a number of other series and 
stand-alone books. His works have been translated into more 
than forty languages and have been best sellers throughout 
the world. He lives in Scotland.

Praise for the No 1 Ladies Detective Agency Series:

‘I find it impossible to think about these novels without smiling’ 
- Craig Brown, Mail on Sunday

‘A tapestry of extraordinary nuance and richness’ 
- The Wall Street Journal

‘These books, like their author, have charm. You cannot overstate 
the power of this—it’s the missing ingredient in contemporary 
fiction’ - Guardian    

Grace Makutsi encounters a pair of quandaries that will         
require all of her and Mma Ramotswe’s cleverness and        

generosity to resolve.



11

Alexander McCall Smith 

The Sweet Remnants Of Summer 
Isabel Dalhousie #14)

UK: Little, Brown, June 2022
UK Editor: Richard Beswick
US: Pantheon (Knopf Doubleday), 
July 2022
US Editor: Edward Kastenmeier
Primary Agent: CW
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: Haworth Agency

Additional Info:
Extent - 304 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Final manuscript 
due May 2022

Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

Isabel accepts an invitation to serve on the advisory committee 
of the Scottish National Portrait Gallery, but soon finds herself 
swept up in an all-too-familiar dilemma. 

David is the grandson of a Scottish clan chief and is supportive of 
Scottish nationalism. But his fervent beliefs are threatening family 
harmony. When their mother, Laura, asks Isabel to intervene, 
she tries to demur. But always one for courteous resolutions to 
philosophical disagreements, Isabel can’t help but intercede.
 
Meanwhile, Jamie faces a dilemma of his own. While helping 
to select a new cellist for his ensemble, he suspects that the 
conductor may be focused on something other than his 
favoured candidate’s cello skills.

Alexander McCall Smith is the author of the No. 1 Ladies’ 
Detective Agency novels and of a number of other series and 
stand-alone books. His works have been translated into more 
than forty languages and have been best sellers throughout 
the world. He lives in Scotland.

Praise for The Isabel Dalhousie Series:

‘Genteel wisdom-filled entertainment.’ - Los Angeles Times
 
‘Lighthearted . . . spiced by McCall Smith’s own subtle humor.’
- The Washington Times      

Our favourite moral philosopher is caught up in a delicate dis-
pute between members of a prominent family as her husband, 

Jamie, is dragged into his own conflict.
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Benjamin Myers

Cuddy

UK: Bloomsbury, March 2023
UK Editor: Paul Baggaley and Allegra 
le Fanu
Primary Agent: JW
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: CI

Additional Info:
Extent - 101,067 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Edited 
manuscript

Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Option publishers: 
Catalan - Quaderns Crema
Dutch - Nieuw Amsterdam
German - DuMont 
French - Editions du Seuil
Hebrew - LESA
Italian - Bollati Boringhieri
Spanish - Tusquets

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

At this novel’s heart lies the life and legacy of Saint Cuthbert 
and his place of burial, Durham Cathedral. Opening with his 
death in 995 it takes us right up to the present day, incorporating 
multiple literary devices, prose, poetry, letters and diaries sewn 
together with recurring characters and themes of  land, faith 
and loyalty. It considers the interplay between myth and fact, 
and questions what constitutes our understanding of ‘history’ 
and the telling of it. If early historians had religious or political 
agendas – or, indeed, were writers with a propensity to spin 
interesting stories – how reliable are our history books?

This is a book about faith, community and the pursuit of goodness 
and explores a world where the voices and decisions of those in 
the past echo on down through the ages. 

And all the while the decaying corpse Cuthbert watches on…

Benjamin Myers was born in Durham in 1976. His novels include 
the international bestseller The Offing, which is being adapted 
for feature film. The Gallows Pole which received a Roger 
Deakin Award, won the Walter Scott Prize for historical fiction 
and is being adapted by Shane Meadows into a 16 part BBC 
television drama produced by Element Pictures.  Earlier work, 
Beastings won the Portico Prize for Literature and Pig Iron won 
the Gordon Burn Prize.  Myers has also published poetry, crime 
novels and a collection of short fiction Male Tears. His journalism 
has appeared in publications including the Guardian, New 
Statesman, Le Monde and New Scientist.  He lives in the Upper 
Calder Valley, West Yorkshire.    

Praise for Ben Myers: 

‘one of the most interesting, restless writers of his generation’ 
- Daily Mail

‘A draft of cool, clear water, it feels like a cleansing book ... 
He’s such a good and brave writer . there’s a lot of heart in this 
book ... I was comparing it to some Ted Hughes poetry and it’s 
so much more hopeful than that... A very original writer and has 
pushed the form in all kinds of ways’ - MONOCLE

‘The beauty of Myers’ language alone is reward enough to read 
this superb novel, but The Perfect Golden Circle offers so much 
more: an all-too-rare literary depiction of rural England, the 
depths of the two central characters, the class and ecological 
concerns; but most of all the human need for what the Welsh 
poet Bobi Jones called “the boundless mystery that comforts 
being.”’ - Ron Rash, author of In The Valley

 An extraordinary landmark work. Myers is a writer with 
tremendous range and breadth.
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Daisy Sainsbury

UK: On submission
Primary Agent: DE
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DE

Additional Info:
Extent - Approx. 80,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Unedited 
manuscript 

Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

How do you turn on the microwave? Why does the woman 
upstairs keep knocking at the door? 

18-year-old Charlie Wilsham has a lot of questions and, after 
a childhood illness left him with a learning disability, not many 
words to express them. Navigating adult life in a new city and 
home, Charlie’s tricky transition into independence brings 
together the stories of those around him: his older brother 
Noah, juggling caring responsibilities with a demanding job; 
his brother’s new girlfriend Erin, who has recently returned to 
London to confront her past; his neighbour Julia, a ghost-writer 
lending her voice to a feminist self-care guru; and social worker 
Angela, whose ability to make risk assessments in her job never 
quite extends to her own marriage. 

As Charlie struggles to adapt to his new life, and Noah’s ability 
to protect him becomes stretched, each character is forced to 
ask how much of themselves they can give to another person. 
Sharp, nuanced and compassionate, Capacity explores the 
competing demands of self-care and care for others, and the 
limits of communication in even the closest relationships.

Daisy Sainsbury is a writer and translator based in Paris. She 
completed a PhD and research fellowship in French literature 
at the University of Oxford, and is the author of Contemporary 
French Poetry (Legenda, 2021). Her short fiction, criticism and 
essays have appeared in Literary Review, ArtReview, 3:AM 
Magazine, and Modern Painters, and she was shortlisted for the 
2021 Alpine Fellowship Writing Prize. Capacity is her first novel.

A dazzling contemporary debut of care, desire and 
compassion.

Capacity



14

Dizz Tate 

Brutes

UK: Faber, February 2023
UK Editor: Emmie Francis
US: Catapult, February 2023
US Editor: Kendall Storey
Primary Agent: HM
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: NL

Additional Info:
Extent - 60,000 words 
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Edited 
manuscript 

Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Japan Uni

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

Set in Florida and revolving around the disappearance of a TV 
preacher’s daughter and the gang of thirteen-year-old girls 
who have obsessively orbited her, BRUTES explores the collective 
horrors, and the incantatory, manic joys of girlhood, following 
the chorus as they splinter off into adulthood and reckon with 
their shared knowledge of violence. A classic, virtuoso coming-
of-age story.

Dizz Tate was born in 1993 in London. She grew up in Orlando, 
Florida and currently lives in Birmingham, UK. Her short stories 
have appeared in The Stinging Fly, Dazed, Five Dials and No 
Tokens Journal, amongst others. She won the Bristol Short Story 
Prize in 2018. For her story ‘Harpies’, she won Best Original Fiction 
in the Stack magazine awards in 2019, and in 2020, she was 
long-listed for the Sunday Times Short Story Award.

“Brutes! How can you girls be such brutes?”
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Kate Worsley 

Foxash

UK: Tinder Press, Spring 2023
UK Editor: Imogen Taylor
US: On submission
Primary Agent: VB
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: NL

Additional Info:
Extent - 93,000 words 
Illustrations - Yes
Material Available - Edited 
manuscript due May 2022

Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Literary and Upmarket Fiction

It is already night when Lettie Radley steps off the train at Foxash, 
the smallholding she and her husband Tommy, a long term 
unemployed miner, are leasing as part of a new government 
initiative to help those mired in poverty. Tommy has already 
been there three months and, apart from a Christmas card, 
Lettie hasn’t heard a word for him. He is meant to meet her off 
the train but he isn’t there, leaving Lettie to make her own way 
in the dark. When she finally arrives, it isn’t Tommy she sees at 
first in the glowing light of the greenhouse, but her new next 
door neighbour, Jean Dell.  Dressed in overalls with a deeply 
lined and weathered face, Jean is everything that Lettie, with 
her dandelion blonde hair, love of sweet things and dancing, 
isn’t. When Tommy appears with Jean’s husband Adam, the 
spit of his wife, and Lettie realises that the four of them and the 
acres of land are all that there is for miles around, she thinks 
they may have made a terrible mistake. 
 
But as the weeks pass and Lettie starts to settle down, she finds 
there is a rhythm to life on the smallholding.  There’s food on the 
table, Tommy’s lungs are clearing, his temper subsiding and the 
Dells are helpful and capable neighbours. It seems that their 
hopes of a better future may come to pass and the secret they 
have come to Foxash to escape together with their poverty is 
far behind them. But the Dells have secrets of their own and as 
both women fall pregnant, the winter sets in, and a man comes 
knocking at the gate, the scene is set for a terrible reckoning. 

Kate Worsley’s first novel, She Rises, a transgressive seafaring 
adventure set in 1740’s Harwich, was published by Bloomsbury 
in 2013 and won the HWA Debut Crown for New Historical 
Fiction. Kate lives on the Essex coast with her three children.

Praise for She Rises: 

‘If you like romance you’ll love this debut novel by Kate Worsley. 
A gripping and touching tale.’ - Sunday Express

‘This debut novel leaves convention behind to tell a rollicking 
story of love and adventure. Harwich is gloriously reinvented as 
a place of smuggling, secrets and a decidedly contemporary 
passion. This is a fresh take on historical fiction; enjoyably witty 
and playful.’ - The Times

‘An immensely enjoyable novel, full of energy, intelligence 
and delicious turns of phrase... I can’t wait to see more of her 
fiction.’ – Sarah Waters, author of Tipping the Velvet
 

I thought he’d be here to meet me. I had it all crystal clear in 
my head. 
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Lauren Bravo

Preloved

UK: Simon & Schuster, Spring 2023
UK Editor: Molly Crawford
US: William Morrow
US Editor: Lucia Macro
Primary Agent: JF
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: PK

Rights sold: 
German - Rowohlt

Additional Info:
Extent - 105,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Copyedited 
manuscript due April 2022

Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Commercial Fiction

Gwen’s life is in stasis. She’s thirty-eight, perpetually single and 
drifting ever further from her friends and her parents. Above all 
she’s lonely. But then, isn’t everyone?
 
When Gwen’s made redundant, she realises it’s time to make a 
change. She vows to find something meaningful to do with her 
life and reconnect with her family and friends.
 
Her search for meaning leads her to volunteer in a local charity 
shop. With the help of the weird and wonderful people she 
meets and the donated items bursting with untold stories, Gwen 
must finally address the events and choices that led her to this 
point and find a way to move forward with bravery, humanity 
and an open heart.

Brimming with life, love and the stories bound up in even the 
most everyday items, Preloved is a tale about friendship, loss, 
being true to oneself no matter the expectations – and the 
enduring power and joy of charity shops.

Lauren Bravo is an author and freelance journalist who writes 
about fashion, popular culture and feminism for publications 
including the Telegraph and the Guardian. She is the author 
of What Would the Spice Girls Do?, How to Break Up with Fast 
Fashion and a contributor to the intersectional feminist essay 
collection This Is How We Come Back Stronger. Lauren volunteers 
at her local charity shop, which provided bountiful inspiration 
for her debut novel. She has 14K followers on Instagram and 
nearly 15K on Twitter. @laurenbravo

Praise for Lauren Bravo:

‘Lauren Bravo is one of my very favourite writers’ – Dolly Alderton

‘Lauren is an important voice . . . [a] fun and enjoyable read’ – 
Caryn Franklin

‘Full of brilliant advice . . . an honest, compassionate celebration 
of style and creativity’ – Daisy Buchanan

 If charity shops remind you of death then that’s only because 
they’re so full of life.
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Laura Kemp

Love, Betty

UK: Orion, 9th June 2022
UK Editor: Charlotte Mursell
Primary Agent: LK
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: CI

Additional Info:
Extent - 235 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Copyedited 
manuscript

Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Commercial Fiction

On the day that Betty meets Guy, just after they say goodbye, 
her life is changed forever. She never thought she’d see Guy 
again, but a few months later, realises she has something of his 
that needs returning...So, she writes him a letter. It’s the perfect 
solution for Betty - it means she doesn’t need to tell Guy about 
what happened later that day, and the secret she’s been 
hiding.

For Guy, Betty’s letter arrives at his repair shop at the perfect 
time. His whole world has come crashing down around him and 
for the first time in a long time, he starts to feel hopeful. But can 
you really begin to fall in love with someone you’ve only met 
once...

Laura Kemp says she started writing to get out of doing a 
real job. A columnist and contributor, she regularly writes for 
national newspapers and magazines, such as The Daily Mail, 
The Sun and Grazia, and spends too much time on Twitter  (@
laurajanekemp).
Kemp’s first novel Mums Like Us was published by Arrow in 
February 2013 and Mums on Strike was published in January 
2014. In 2020, Kemp’s book Bring Me Sunshine was shortlisted 
for the Romantic Novel Awards for the category Romantic 
Comedy Novel Award. Her latest novel, Under A Starry Sky, was 
published by Orion in July 2020.

Praise for Laura Kemp:

‘Witty, warm and wonderful. I loved it!’ 
- Milly Johnson, author of My One True North

‘A lovely, warm, uplifting read’ 
- Clare Swatman, author of The Mother’s Secret

‘A truly wonderful and heartwarming read’ 
- Heidi Swain, author of The Cherry Tree Cafe             

One chance encounter might just change everything...
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Kat Ailes

The NCT Murders

UK: On Submission
Primary Agent: JF
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: JF

Additional Info:
Extent - 90,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Unedited 
manuscript 

Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Japan Uni 

Crime, Suspense, Thriller

When Alice and her partner Paul move to the sleepy English 
village of Penton, they’re looking forward to embracing a quiet 
life away from London and the birth of their first child. 

When Alice joins the local antenatal group in an attempt to 
make friends, little does she know that she’ll end up as a suspect 
in a murder investigation when a shopkeeper is found dead.

Eager to clear her name and those of her still very new friends, 
Alice sets out to solve the mystery with the help (OK, mostly 
hindrance) of her troublesome dog, Helen. However there are 
turbulent secrets beneath the peaceful façade of Penton. And 
it soon appears the killer might be very close to home.

Kat Ailes works in publishing. She lives in the country with her 
partner, young son and their very beautiful but very ridiculous 
dog, Jazz. The NCT Murders is her debut novel and was the 
runner up for the Comedy Women In Print Unpublished Prize 
2021.

Murder, mayhem and mums-to-be…



19

Julie Cameron 

Nameless Acts Of Cruelty

US: Scarlet, August 2022
US Editor: Otto Penzler
Primary Agent: JG
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: CI

Additional Info:
Extent - 312 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Page proofs 

Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Crime, Suspense, Thriller

Jeremy Horton is a man denying his past, haunted by a 
dysfunctional childhood full of dark secrets - including the 
suspicious death of his younger sister.

Married to lawyer Sarah and with children of his own, Jeremy 
keeps his eyes firmly focused on the present, never daring to 
glance back for fear of what he might see there. But when 
a chance encounter awakens the memories he’s fought 
so hard to suppress, and the death of his estranged mother 
takes Jeremy back to his sleepy hometown and the scene of 
the family tragedy, he determines to finally uncover the truth 
behind his sister’s death.

Julie Cameron studied Biomedical Sciences at university and 
has worked as both a clinician and manager in the National 
Health Service. Her love of books led her to enrol on a creative 
writing course, which resulted in the completion of her debut 
novel, Only Truth. Julie has one daughter and lives in a small 
village in the Berkshire countryside, with her husband and two 
cats.

Praise for Only Truth:

‘Blending domestic and serial-killer thrillers (with an unreliable 
narrator, to boot), Cameron skillfully wrangles all these elements 
into a strong page-turner with a compelling main character’
- Booklist

‘A deep plunge into a haunted psyche slowly stretched to the 
breaking point. More, please.’ - Kirkus

‘Cameron slowly revs up the suspense to an exciting crescendo 
in this intriguing game of cat and mouse.’ - Publishers Weekly

‘Cameron handles the narrative like a pro. Isabel is such a 
substantial character, with her painful history and complex 
interior life, that she dominates the story [...] Like her main 
character, Cameron has a Gothic sensibility that complements 
her uncanny sense of place.’ - The New York Times

Decades after the loss of his younger sister, a man haunted by 
horrific memories returns to the sleepy English village where 

she died.
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Sarah Duguid

The Wilderness

UK: Tinder Press, 21st July 2022
UK Editor: Imogen Taylor
Primary Agent: LK
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: NL

Additional Info:
Extent - 250 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - First proofs

Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Crime, Suspense, Thriller

When Anna and David receive a phone call late one evening, 
their lives are upturned. Within minutes, they are travelling to 
the west coast of Scotland, preparing to care for two young 
sisters, tragically and suddenly orphaned.

It’s a beautiful place, the heather is in bloom, the birds wheel 
above the waves, the deer graze peacefully in the distance. 
But the large granite house is no longer a home for the girls, 
and Anna knows she can never take the place of their mother. 
Then David invites his friend to stay, to ‘ease them through’ and 
Anna finds herself increasingly isolated, with everything she - 
and the girls - once knew of life discarded and overruled by a 
man of whom she is deeply suspicious.

Sarah Duguid grew up on a farm in North Lincolnshire and was 
educated in Derbyshire and at Durham University where she 
read English Literature. After university, she lived and worked in 
New York and South Africa before returning to London where 
she now lives with her partner and their son.

Look At Me is her first novel and was published by Tinder Press 
in 2016. 

Praise for Look At Me: 

‘And so begins a creepy, claustrophobic family drama...a 
welcome breath of fresh air’ - Glamour

‘Leaves you wondering how the characters are getting along 
for a long time once you’ve finished it’ - The Debrief

‘This slender novel puts a fragile family under the spotlight with 
great effect’ - Cathy Rentzenbrink, author of Write It All Down

Once it was a family home. Now they are all at sea...
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Oliver Harris

Season In Exile: Nick Belsey #4 

UK: Little, Brown, July 2022 
UK Editor: Clare Smith 
US: On submission
Primary Agent: VB
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: NL

Additional Info:
Extent - 100,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Page proofs 

Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori 

Crime, Suspense, Thriller

Nick Belsey’s on the run.

Touching down in Mexico City, he doesn’t have much in the 
way of funds, but he has a new continent and surely that’s 
enough to start afresh. But it’s not as easy as that. An idyllic 
interlude in a coastal village is interrupted when men turn up 
who seem to know exactly who he is. And they have some very 
urgent questions.
 
DI Kirsty Craik had also hoped she’d left Nick Belsey behind her, 
in the wilder days of her career. When a 5 a.m. call instructs 
her to track him down or she’ll be dead by Christmas, it seems 
he’s walked back into her life with characteristic commotion. 
Craik is forced to break the rules once more to find out what her 
former lover is up to.

She needs to save herself, and, just maybe, to save Belsey too.

A brilliant, blistering crime novel, A Season in Exile  moves 
seamlessly between Mexico and London culminating in a nail-
biting finale...

Oliver Harris was born in London but now lives in Manchester. 
He is the author of the Nick Belsey series of crime novels - The 
Hollow Man #1 (2012), Deep Shelter #2 (2014) and The House 
of Fame #3 (2017) - plus two novels featuring MI6 officer Elliot 
Kane. He teaches creative writing at Manchester Metropolitan 
University.

Praise for Oliver Harris: 

‘One of our finest thriller writers’ - Evening Standard

‘Oliver Harris is always pure quality’ - Ian Rankin, author of the 
Rebus novels

‘A twisting spiral of lies and corruption’ - Val McDermid on The 
Hollow Man

Nick Belsey is back. And this time, he’s in real trouble...



22

Alan Judd

Queen And Country

UK: Simon & Schuster, 7th July 2022
UK Editor: Chris White
Primary Agent: AG
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: NL

Additional Info:
Extent - 240 pages
Illustrations - No 
Material Available - Page proofs

Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori 

Crime, Suspense, Thriller

‘He saw Cleaner Bob arrive that morning, the morning of his 
death.’
 
In the peaceful towns and villages of England, Cleaner Bob 
is washing windows, and people are dying in sudden and 
unexpected circumstances. When it becomes clear that the 
victims have a common history as Russian defectors, foul play 
is suspected and a hunt begins to locate their assailant, the 
lethal poison that killed them, and the mole who is leaking their 
locations.
 
In a race against time, only one man has the connections 
and experience to crack the case before more people 
perish. Charles Thoroughgood, former head of MI6, is enjoying 
retirement in the Oxfordshire hamlet he calls home when the 
call comes in. A man of duty, he agrees to take part in a mission 
that will lead him into the heart of enemy territory and threaten 
to undermine the very values he holds most dear.
 
Tense, engrossing and terrifyingly believable, the fifth and latest 
Charles Thoroughgood novel is a timely and brilliant reminder 
that Alan Judd is a master of the spy thriller and a writer of the 
very highest quality.

Alan Judd is a novelist and biographer who has previously 
served in the army and the Foreign Office. His first novel, A Breed 
of Heroes, won the Royal Society of Literature award and led 
to his being chosen as one of the Twenty Best of Young British 
Novelists. His novella, The Devil’s Own Work, won the Guardian 
fiction prize and his biography, Ford Madox Ford, the Heinemann 
award. Legacy, the first of his Charles Thoroughgood series of 
spy novels, was filmed by the BBC, while his novel The Kaiser’s 
Last Kiss is a feature film starring Christopher Plummer and Lily 
James.

His latest novel, A Fine Madness, was published by Simon & 
Schuster in March 2021 and was named the Sunday Times 
Historical Fiction Book of the Month, March 2021.

Praise for A Fine Madness:

‘Well-researched splice of fiction and historical fact... A vivid 
tale of espionage, dissent and intellectual discourse, with the 
past brought to teeming, pungent life’’ - Guardian

‘Judd skilfully evokes the atmosphere of suspicion and fear...
convincing portrait of the mercurial dramatist while still allowing 
Marlowe to remain something of the enigma he has always 
been’ - Sunday Times

Russian defectors are dying and only Charles Thoroughgood 
can make it stop.
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Val McDermid

1989: Allie Burns #2

UK: Little, Brown August 2022
UK Editor: Lucy Malagoni
US: Grove Atlantic, October 2022
US Editor: Amy Hundley
Primary Agent: JG
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: CI

Additional Info:
Extent - 100,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Manuscript due 
April 2022

Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Japan Uni

Option publishers: 
Bulgarian - Ednorog
Dutch - Luitingh-Sijthoff  
Danish - Politikens 
German - Droemer Knaur 
Greek - Dioptra 
Norwegian - Cappelen Damm 
Swedish - Polaris 

Crime, Suspense, Thriller

Older and maybe wiser, she’s running the northern news 
operation of the Sunday Globe.

The year begins with the memorial to the victims of Pan Am 
Flight 103, but Allie has barely filed her copy when she stumbles 
over a story about HIV/AIDS that will shock her into a major 
change of direction.

The world of newspapers is undergoing a revolution, there’s 
skullduggery in the medical research labs and there are seismic 
rumblings behind the Iron Curtain. When kidnap and murder 
are added to this potent mix, Allie is forced to question all her 
old certainties.

Val McDermid is a No.1 bestselling author whose novels have 
been translated into more than thirty languages, and have sold 
more than seventeen million copies. She has won many awards 
internationally, including the CWA Gold Dagger for best crime 
novel of the year and the LA Times Book of the Year Award.

Praise for 1979: 

‘McDermid is at her considerable best’ – Guardian 
 
‘Outstanding’ - Spectator

‘Irresistible’ – Patricia Cornwell, author of Postmortem

‘A brilliant novel by a supremo of the genre’ 
– Peter James, author of Find Them Dead

It’s 1989 and Allie Burns is back. 
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Tasha Silva

The Guestroom

UK: Welbeck, Spring 2023
UK Editor: Rosa Schierenberg 
US: Henry Holt, Spring 2023
US Editor: Shannon Criss
Primary Agent: JF
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: CI

Additional Info:
Extent - 95,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Copyedited 
manuscript due April 2022

Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori 

Crime, Suspense, Thriller

Grief-stricken after the mysterious death of her sister Rosie, Tess 
starts renting out her sister’s old room for short stays. She has 
a habit of going through her guests’ belongings when they’re 
out, teasing herself with glimpses into their lives.

When handsome and inscrutable Arran takes the room, Tess 
soon finds and begins reading his diary. A diary which at first 
appears to chronicle a harmless crush on a stranger, but which 
slowly takes a more menacing tone.

Tess begins to follow Arran to find out who this woman is and if 
she’s at risk. But Arran isn’t the only one who’s being watched. 
Who’s really following whom and how far might Tess go to tempt 
the same fate that befell her sister?

Set during a blistering hot summer in London, The Guest Room is 
a compulsive, unsettling, twisty psychological thriller for fans of 
You and The Girl on the Train.

Tasha Silva currently lives in Bristol, having spent periods in 
London, Cornwall and most recently southern Spain where 
she was an English teacher. She’s worked for an organic farm 
and given food tours, cultivating her passion for regenerative 
agriculture, community and the environment. After staying in 
countless B&Bs and the homes of strangers, she came upon the 
inspiration for her first novel, wondering: what if my hosts have 
ever looked through my things?

 Be careful what you look for.
Be careful what you find.
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Patricia Wolf 

Outback

UK: Embla, September 2022
UK Editor: Jane Snelgrove
Primary Agent: JG
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: JG

Additional Info:
Extent - 90,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Edited 
manuscript due May 2022
     

Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Japan Uni

Crime, Suspense, Thriller

One morning, in the height of summer, two young German 
backpackers set off from the small town of Caloodie, in the 
middle of the Australian outback, on their way to a job at a 
ranch. Except they never arrive. 

DI Lucas Walker is on leave from the serious crime unit in Sydney, 
taking care of his dying grandmother in Caloodie. So, when his 
boss asks him to look into a case of missing backpackers he 
can’t help but wonder if there is more to the case than first 
appears.  

Meanwhile, German Detective Sergeant Barbara Guerra, 
frustrated with the Caloodie  Police, decides to take matters 
into her own hands.

Patricia Wolf has been a journalist for more than 15 years. She is 
a regular contributor to titles including Guardian, The Financial 
Times, The New York Times and The Telegraph, among others. 
Formerly a design columnist at Independent and the Lisbon 
correspondent for Monocle magazine, she covers subjects 
ranging from design, art and culture to travel, politics and 
human interest pieces from around the world.

‘The road stretches in a straight line for miles, shimmering like 
oily water in the heat. On either side are flat plains of pale 

grass, leached by the sun of any hint of green, endless and 
empty.’
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Olivia Atwater

Regency Faerie Tales

UK: Orbit UK  
Half a Soul, 30th June 2022
Ten Thousand Stitches, 21st July 2022 
Longshadow, 18th August 2022
UK Editor: Emily Byron
US: Orbit US 
US Editor: Priyanka Krishnan
Primary Agent: CMcK
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: PK

Rights sold: 
French - Albin Michel
German - cbj

Additional Info:
Extent - Half a Soul, 320 pages
Ten Thousand Stitches, 288 pages 
Longshadow, 288 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Edited 
manuscripts

Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Fantasy

In Half a Soul, faerie-cursed Theodora Ettings has no sense of 
fear, embarrassment, or even happiness — a condition which 
makes her prone to accidental scandal. Dora’s only goal for the 
London Season is to stay quiet and avoid upsetting her cousin’s 
chances at a husband… But when the Lord Sorcier of England 
learns of her condition, she finds herself drawn ever more 
deeply into the tumultuous concerns of magicians and faeries. 
  
In Ten Thousand Stitches Euphemia Reeves finds life as a 
maid so awful that she is willing to risk even her immortal 
soul for a chance at something better. Now, Effie has one 
hundred days and ten thousand stitches to make Lord 
Ashbrooke’s son fall in love with her and propose... if her 
faerie godfather, Lord Blackthorn, doesn’t wreck things by 
accident, that is. For Effie’s greatest obstacle might well 
be Lord Blackthorn’s overwhelmingly good intentions… 
  
Longshadow, the latest instalment in the series, weaves a dark 
faerie tale full of defiant hope. With the world of magicians 
looming, Longshadow brings a new side of Olivia Atwater’s 
Regency England to life with her characteristic wit and passion 
for social justice.

Olivia Atwater writes whimsical historical fantasy with a hint of 
satire. She lives in Montreal, Quebec with her fantastic, prose-
inspiring husband and her two cats. When she told her second-
grade history teacher that she wanted to work with history 
someday, she is fairly certain this isn’t what either party had in 
mind. She has been, at various times, a historical re-enactor, 
a professional witch at a metaphysical supply store, a web 
developer, and a vending machine repairperson.

Praise for the Regency Faerie Tales: 

‘A hugely enjoyable take on the Regency. . . I wolfed this down 
with great pleasure.’ - KJ Charles, author of Proper English

‘I’ve read these books more times than I can count. Atwater’s 
stubborn, quietly radical characters defy the expectations of 
both society and fairy tales as they blaze new paths towards 
love and decency. Smart and subversive, these charming 
romances will ignite your heart-and your hope’ 
- Shelley Parker-Chan, author of She Who Became the Sun

‘Half a Soul is exactly the comfort read we all need. This winsome, 
whimsical fantasy romance has much to say about privilege, 
justice, and the power of empathy, even as it sweeps you 
off your feet in the swooniest way possible’ - Megan Bannen, 
author of The Undertaking of Hart and Mercy

Featuring strong-willed, justice-oriented heroines and tender 
romance, these are pitch-perfect fairy tales for teens and 
adults, set in a charming and magical version of Regency 

England.
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Andrew Gimson

Boris Johnson

UK: Simon & Schuster, September 
2022
UK Editor: Ian Marshall
Primary Agent: AMG
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: CI

Additional Info:
Extent - Approx. 120,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Unedited 
manuscript 

Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg 
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Politics and Current Affairs

Rising from tabloid controversies to Prime Minister, Boris Johnson’s 
career is one of the most extraordinary in British politics. 

Johnson has been at the heart of the major events in Britain’s 
recent history: from the London 2012 Olympics as Mayor of the 
city to leading the Brexit campaign as an MP, and then - as 
Prime Minister - winning a landslide election, taking Britain out of 
the EU, and responding to the Covid-19 pandemic.

No one is better placed than his biographer Andrew Gimson to 
chart his improbable journey, which has left controversies and 
drama in its wake, and attracted die-hard loyalty and sworn 
enemies. Perceptive and insightful, Gimson reveals the political 
mind beneath the bluster, the personality behind the media 
image. 

Andrew Gimson is a political journalist and writer. He is the author 
of a previous biography Boris (2006), the first such study of the 
politician, as well as Gimson’s Kings & Queens, Gimson’s Prime 
Ministers and Gimson’s Presidents, a history series illustrated by 
Martin Rowson.

Praise for Boris:

‘A beautifully written biography’ – Guardian    

‘Richly entertaining’ – Independent      

‘My biography of the year’ –  Michael Crick, broadcaster and 
author of Sultan of Swing

A superb new account of Johnson’s adventures in No.10 by his 
longstanding biographer.
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Dennis C. Grube

Why Governments Get It Wrong

UK: Pan Macmillan, July 2022
UK Editor: Matthew Cole
Primary Agent: AMG
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: AMG

Additional Info:
Extent - Approx 60,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Copyedited 
manuscript

Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Japan Uni

Politics and Current Affairs

Decisions made by governments affect all of us. Some policy 
decisions work, and make things better, but many go horribly 
wrong. Why?

Cambridge academic Dennis C. Grube’s brilliant new book 
explains that governments are at their most effective when 
they get their ducks in a row, setting out the four key elements 
that need to be aligned for successful policymaking.

Full of fascinating examples from the UK and around the world, 
this book should be essential reading for all those whose health, 
wealth and wellbeing depend on good governance – that is, 
all of us.

Dennis C. Grube is Reader in Politics and Public Policy at the 
University of Cambridge, where he is also a fellow of Girton 
College. He is the author of three monographs on aspects of 
politics and policy: Megaphone Bureaucracy (Princeton, 2019); 
Prime Ministers and Rhetorical Governance (Palgrave, 2013); 
and At the Margins of Victorian Britain (I. B. Tauris, 2013).

Praise for Why Governments Get It Wrong:  

‘Really interesting . . . An original way of bringing public policy 
to life, the nightmarish dilemmas and possible solutions. The 
‘ducks in a row’ theory is new, insightful and the explanation of 
how it would work is entertaining, with many surprising examples 
from around the world’ – Steve Richards, author of The Prime 
Ministers: Reflections on Leadership

‘Grube writes in an accessible, racy style… a nice selection of 
case studies, written up in an engaging way’ – Sir Ivor Crewe, 
co-author of The Blunders of Our Governments  

The revealing secrets of good public policy, and why 
decision-makers so often let us down.
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Sophie Harman

Hijacking Women’s Health

UK: Under offer
Primary Agent: AMG
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: AMG

Additional Info:
Extent - 80-90,000 words
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Proposal

Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Politics and Current Affairs

If we want to know the state of gender equality in the world, we 
need to look at life and death, and at how global politics fails 
to stop women dying when they don’t have to. Every day, 830 
women will die from preventable pregnancy-related causes. 
That’s one woman around the world every two minutes. Despite 
the well-meaning campaigns and the billions of dollars spent in 
aid, male bias in science and healthcare persists in ways that 
continues to threaten women’s lives.

In an important and impassioned call to arms, Sophie Harman 
reveals how women’s health has become endangered and 
exploited in recent years. Their bodies and choice over them 
have been politicised by the populist right across the world; 
the Covid-19 pandemic has placed a disproportionate burden 
on women in caring roles, paid and unpaid; and ‘woke’ 
companies and politicians say the right things about equality in 
gender health and change nothing.

Hijacking Women’s Health encourages us to get mad, get 
madder – and then act.

Sophie Harman is Professor of International Politics at Queen 
Mary University of London, with over fifteen years of experience 
working on global health politics. She has conducted research 
around the world, and advised the UK government on global 
health security during the COVID-19 pandemic. In 2019 Harman 
was nominated for a BAFTA for outstanding debut by a British 
writer, director or producer for the narrative feature film Pili, a 
ground-breaking project focusing on the everyday stories of 
women living with HIV/AIDS in Tanzania. She was awarded the 
Joni Lovenduski Prize for outstanding achievement by a mid-
career scholar and the Philip Leverhulme Prize in 2018.

Early praise for Hijacking Women’s Health:

‘Interesting and very well written... The evidence for societal 
assumptions that perpetuate a bias often invisible to well-
meaning leaders is described with quiet rage and deep 
understanding… This is an important book. I hope it generates 
debate, inflames a desire to do better, and leads to effective 
changes that save the lives of women around the world.’ 
– Kathryn Mannix, author of With the End in Mind

An urgent clarion call to fix the healthcare crisis for women 
around the world.
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Politics and Current Affairs

We know our world’s unequal. But, argues Owen Jones, it 
doesn’t have to stay that way. No status quo simply dissolves of 
its own accord: it must be replaced with something else.

Without a real alternative that attracts the belief of millions of 
people, things will stay the same, if only because it’s impossible 
for many to imagine things looking any different. The Alternative 
tells us that change is possible, desirable and even inevitable - if 
we want it.

Owen goes in search of the people who are already making 
change happen: from the US to Latin America, from the 
struggles of Hungarian and Turkish dissidents to the anti-austerity 
movement in Spain, he gathers evidence that the economy, 
the welfare state, housing, the education system and the health 
service can be rebooted for the twenty-first century and made 
fairer.

All this, he shows, must happen through renewed democracy: 
it is only democracy that can take on inequality and injustice. 
There is an alternative. We just have to learn how to make it 
happen. This book shows us how.

Owen Jones was born in Sheffield, grew up in Stockport 
and studied history at Oxford. His first book, the international 
bestseller Chavs, was longlisted for the Guardian First Book 
Award and chosen as one of The New York Times top 10 non-
fiction books of 2011. In 2013 he won Young Writer of the Year at 
the Political Book Awards. His second book was the bestselling 
The Establishment: and How They Get Away With It, an exposé 
of Britain’s powerful elites. He is a columnist for the Guardian 
and a frequent broadcaster.

Praise for The Establishment:

‘I’ll never look at UK class politics in the same way’ 
- Naomi Klein, author of This Changes Everything

‘A truly necessary book’ 
- Philip Pullman, author of His Dark Materials

‘An eye-opening state-of-the-nation book’ 
- Armando Iannucci, author of Pandemonium

A timely, inspiring and practical call for change, by one of 
Britain’s most influential left-wing voices.
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Economics and Policy

While remaining the dominant economic model around the 
world, capitalism is – once again – under attack from all sides. The 
left push back against the power of big tech, call for increased 
regulation and promote the nationalisation of industries; the 
right, increasingly, are becoming protectionist and wary of the 
forces of globalisation. “A globalist”, Donald Trump claimed, is 
a person who “does not care about our country”.

20 years after the publication of his incendiary In Defence of 
Global Capitalism, Johan Norberg’s new book makes the case 
for an economic principle that has done more for progress 
and prosperity than any other. He argues that capitalism is the 
force that continues to pull people out of poverty in the poorest 
nations, that free markets are the basis of a free society, and 
that global justice cannot be achieved without globalisation. 
With passion and incisive analysis, Norberg puts forward a 
powerful manifesto to correct contemporary political debate.

Johan Norberg is an author, commentator and documentary-
maker. He is a senior fellow at the Cato Institute in Washington 
DC, and author of the award-winning In Defence of Global 
Capitalism, as well as Progress: Ten Reasons to Look Forward 
to the Future (Oneworld), which has so far been translated into 
eighteen languages, and most recently Open (Atlantic).

Praise for Progress:

‘A blast of good sense’ – The Economist

‘Norberg has a strong case and he makes it with energy and 
charm. A pertinent book for grumpy times.’ – The Times

‘An exhilarating book’ 
– Steven Pinker, author of The Better Angels of Our Nature

A powerful defence of progress, prosperity and freedom.
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Science and Nature

Plants behave, as animals do - they are just doing it on a very 
different timescale. They cannot move about freely like animals 
do, so they grow into space instead and make new chemicals 
to interact with the species around them. What causes them 
to do these things, what drives this behaviour, is far more similar 
than we humans, with our speedy, animal-centric perceptions, 
assume. 

We are dismantling the traditional hierarchies of nature: we 
are becoming increasingly aware of the interior lives of other 
species and how much we share with them. We are also coming 
to understand that there are many more ways to be intelligent 
than we have previously believed. We can’t see ourselves as the 
only, privileged intelligent life on Earth any more. And if we are 
to save the global biome, we must not. Planta Sapiens opens 
up the plant kingdom like never before and will transform how 
you view other forms of life, to see plants as allies in tackling 
global problems rather than as mere resources; as teachers 
from whom we can learn about our own minds.

Paco Calvo is Professor of Philosophy of Science at the Minimal 
Intelligence Lab (MINTLab) in the University of Murcia, Spain, 
where his research is primarily in exploring and experimenting 
with the possibility of plant intelligence. In his research at 
MINTLab, he studies the ecological basis of plant intelligence 
by conducting experimental studies at the intersection of 
plant neurobiology and ecological psychology. He has given 
numerous talks on the topic of plant intelligence to academic 
and non-academic audiences around the world.

Natalie Lawrence is a writer with a PhD in History of Science 
and a MSc in History of Science, MCantab in Zoology from the 
University of Cambridge. Her work has appeared in BBC Wildlife, 
Aeon Magazine, Public Domain Review, The Learned Pig, as 
well as on her blog, The Manticore. She is writing a book for 
Jenny Lord at Weidenfeld & Nicolson about the monsters we 
have created over the course of human history.

Transform how you view the plant kingdom and other forms of 
life, to see plants as allies in tackling global problems rather 

than as mere resources, as teachers from whom we can learn 
about our own minds.
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Science and Nature

The ethical arguments for and against animal research in 
medicine are well worn, with many regarding it as a ‘necessary 
evil’: the suffering of animals is the price we have to pay for the 
pills we swallow or the vaccines injected into our arms.

However, in Rat Trap researcher Pandora Pound reveals 
the scientific case against animal testing. Pound presents 
the evidence that this research is often sloppily performed, 
inefficient, and based on questionable – even dangerous – 
assumptions about the parallels between human and animal 
biology. And, surprisingly, animal research may no longer be 
‘necessary’ at all. Pound introduces us to the incredible, new 
animal-free technologies, from ‘organs-on-chips’ to big data 
methods, which are already being used to develop and test 
the safety of medicines, including those to combat Covid-19.  

With governments and international bodies in Europe and the 
US making commitments to phase out animal testing in the 
near future, and research bodies pouring money into these 
alternative technologies, we are on the cusp of nothing less 
than a revolution in human medicine. Rat Trap shows how we 
got caught up in a dubious scientific method, and how we can 
finally break free.

Pandora Pound is Research Consultant at the Safer Medicines 
Trust, an independent patient safety charity. She has a PhD in 
the Sociology of Medicine from the University of London and 
previously worked as a researcher in several medical schools 
and universities, including the Royal Free Hospital School of 
Medicine, Guy’s, King’s and St Thomas’ Hospital School of 
Medicine, and the University of Bristol. 

A fascinating investigation into the flaws of animal research 
and the future of human medicine.
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History

Why did so many people in inter-war Europe turn to fascism as 
the solution to their nations’ ills?

Showing the complex interplay of factors that enabled the rise 
of Mussolini and Hitler – from suspicion of failing democratic 
processes, to a yearning for a strongman leader who might 
restore national greatness, and traversing more personal motives 
like personal advancement and ‘getting the trains running on 
time’ – Helen Roche reveals a landscape at once alien and 
frighteningly recognisable. Preceding 1939, and the atrocities 
that followed, this illuminating and important book explores 
the people who succumbed to these allures, who were not so 
different from us, or at least people we might encounter.

Helen Roche is Associate Professor in Modern European Cultural 
History at Durham University. Her work has been featured in 
the press nationally and internationally, including The Times, 
Guardian, Daily Telegraph, the BBC and Sky News. Her most 
recent book, The Third Reich’s Elite Schools: A History of the 
Napolas (Oxford University Press), received significant coverage 
in the media.

An important new study of inter-war Europe by an acclaimed 
historian.
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History

From award-winning author Sujit Sivasundaram, professor of 
world history at Cambridge University, comes this magisterial 
new look at the body of water which has arguably done more 
to nurture human civilisation than any other.

Telling a mosaic of fascinating human stories through such topics 
as Beads, Fish, Maps, Disease and Refugees, Sujit offers twenty 
succinct and readable chapters which together paint a hugely 
compelling picture of an ocean across which passes a third of 
the world’s cargo – and which is likely to be the epicentre of the 
most devastating ramifications of climate change.

Sujit Sivasundaram is Professor of World History at the University 
of Cambridge, and a Fellow and Director of Studies at Gonville 
and Caius College. He is the author of Islanded: Britain, Sri 
Lanka and the Bounds of an Indian Ocean Colony (University 
of Chicago Press, 2013). His first trade book, Waves Across the 
South (William Collins, 2020), was longlisted for the 2021 Cundill 
History Prize, shortlisted for the PEN Hessell-Tiltman Prize, and was 
the 2021 winner of the British Academy Book Prize for Global 
Cultural Understanding.

Praise for Waves Across the South:

‘Fascinating’ – Financial Times

‘Rich and stimulating new history … This is big history’ – Spectator

‘Helps re-centre how we look at the world’ 
- Peter Frankopan, author of The Silk Roads

‘Challenges our understanding of colonial history… A master 
class in history writing’ 
– Olivette Otele, author of African Europeans

‘A breathtaking book… Global history at its finest: eloquent, 
surprising, and deeply moving’ 
– Sunil Amrith, author of Unruly Waters    

A sweeping and accessible history of the fulcrum of human 
progress: the Indian Ocean.
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True Crime

Sky News crime correspondent Martin Brunt has been with the 
channel since 1989 and has covered pretty much every major 
crime story since then. He has been widely acknowledged as 
having unparalleled sources, with one journalist observing that 
when he phoned Suffolk police for a comment on a murder 
case, he was told: ‘Call Martin Brunt. He knows everything 
before we do.’

Nobody Got Hit Over the Head for No Good Reason is a 
fascinating overview of the nature of crime reporting, and how 
it has changed, over the last thirty-five years. What is it about 
crime that we find so captivating, even if at the same time the 
details are repugnant? Why are some crimes more newsworthy 
than others? And how has that perception changed, if at all, 
in an age when every smartphone-owner is a potential on-the-
spot reporter?

Lively and insightful, this is a wonderful blend of storytelling and 
analysis.

Martin Brunt is crime correspondent for Sky News. He has 
delivered exclusive reports while covering the Cromwell Street 
killings, the murder of TV presenter Jill Dando, the trial of terrorist 
Carlos the Jackal, the London 7/7 bombings, the disappearance 
of Madeleine McCann and the Hatton Garden diamond heist.

Fascinating exposé of crime and crime reporting by one of 
the best-connected in the business.
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Biography and Memoir

Have you ever thought about what it takes to become a 
bestselling writer?

If so, The Truth About Lisa Jewell is the book for you. It is the story 
of how a novel is written, from before the start to after the finish; 
it’s an in-depth analysis of how that novel fits into a bestselling 
author like Lisa Jewell’s career and her previous work, and what 
her style shares with authors from James Joyce to Martin Amis.

But this is more than just a study of an author at the top of her 
game. Like Lisa Jewell’s much-loved novels, it’s also the story of 
a relationship - between the bestselling author and the professor 
of cultural studies who has made her his muse - evolving slowly 
as the world comes gradually out of Covid. It’s the story of two 
very different writers getting to know each other gradually 
through words; two complete strangers becoming something 
more like friends.

A must-have for fans of Lisa Jewell, for aspiring authors who are 
interested in the path to success - and a testament to the way 
books can bring us together.

Will Brooker is a writer and academic, professor of film and 
cultural studies at Kingston University and an author of several 
books of cultural studies dealing with elements of modern pop 
culture and fandom. His non-fiction book, Why Bowie Matters, 
was published by William Collins in 2019.  

Praise for Why Bowie Matters: 

‘Brooker at his best, a playful, attentive scholar-fan’
- Guardian

‘Wide-ranging and and closely argued, this book is one of the 
best Bowie has yet had’ – The Spectator

‘An intelligent assessment of the star’s career and enduring 
legacy’ - Choice Magazine

The Story Behind a Bestselling Novel.
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Biography and Memoir

This is the story of Thomas Hedley, a rural man whose lifetime 
spanned the period of The Great Acceleration, from the 1950s to 
now. In Davies’s almost miraculous retelling of the story he himself 
gave her, it is as if a world has just been found, remembered 
rather than written. It is a map to an undiscovered country as 
well as a common history of a way of life that is almost lost and 
an account of the destructive effect man has had on earth in 
the time that Hedley worked on the land. 
 
Thomas’s voice is rough and poetic, prose poetry in places. 
The dangerous game he played with life eventually caught up 
with him and he spent his last few years paralysed in a wheel 
chair after a logging accident. Looking back, in hindsight, he 
sees this as almost the inevitable consequence of his actions. In 
the same way, Catrina gently shows us, our life choices around 
climate warming, have inescapable consequences, just as 
Thomas’s did.
 
‘It’s only when you add up all those small things that you get a 
sum so fraught with heartache you can’t even start to reckon 
on how much you’ve lost’. So Thomas’s story is also, in essence, 
our own.

Catrina Davies is a writer, singer-songwriter, DJ from  Cornwall, 
where she lives in a tin shed, an experience she describes in 
Homesick or Why I Live in a Shed, which was longlisted for the 
Baille Gifford Prize. Her first book The Ribbons Are For Fearlessness 
is a memoir about busking from Norway to Portugal with her 
cello. Her story has been featured in Vogue, Red, and numerous 
other publications.

Praise for Homesick: 

’You will marvel at the beauty of this book, and rage at the 
injustice it reveals’ 
- George Monbiot, author of Out Of The Wrekage

’Incredibly moving. To find peace and a sense of home after 
a life so profoundly affected by the housing crisis, is truly 
inspirational’ - Raynor Winn, author of The Salt Path

The life and loves of a rural Exmoor man, spanning the last 50 
years of the Earth’s Great Acceleration.
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Biography and Memoir

The ‘sound of the ’80s’ performer and producer Trevor Horn tells 
the story of his life and career to date through the stories of 
twenty-five key songs in which he’s been involved, from Frankie 
Goes to Hollywood’s ‘Relax’ to ‘Slave to the Rhythm’ by Grace 
Jones, and of course his own breakout single ‘Video Killed the 
Radio Star’ by The Buggles. Along the way Trevor treats us to a 
wealth of wonderful stories from his collaborations with the great 
and the good including Paul McCartney, Robbie Williams, Rod 
Stewart, Seal, Cher and others.

Alongside a fascinating insight into the magic worked at the 
mixing desk, Crazy is a compelling human story.

Trevor Horn gained international acclaim following his 1979 hit 
single ‘Video Killed The Radio Star’, written with his band The 
Buggles, following which he decided to focus his attentions on 
production work. He has since worked with the likes of Frankie 
Goes To Hollywood, Grace Jones, Pet Shop Boys, Seal and 
Robbie Williams among many others over a career which has 
seen him win three Brit Awards, a Grammy and an Ivor Novello 
award. He was appointed Commander of the Order of the 
British Empire (CBE) in 2011 for his services to the music industry.

A riveting memoir from the legendary music producer.
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Biography and Memoir

When people think of takeaway food, they often think of 
convenience. A quick meal, instant gratification. But what 
about the people who cook and serve you?

In 2018, Angela Hui’s parents decided to sell their beloved 
Chinese takeaway, Lucky Star, after 30 years in business. For 
many years Angela felt conflicted about what the takeaway 
meant to her so she was surprised by just how bereft she was 
when they handed over the keys to the new owners. 

Growing up in a Chinese takeaway in rural Wales during the 
1990s, Angela was made aware at a very young age of just how 
different she and her family were seen by her local community. 
From attacks on the shopfront (in other words, their home), to 
verbal abuse from customers, and confrontations that ended 
with her dad wielding the meat cleaver, life growing up in a 
takeaway was far from peaceful.

But alongside the strife, there was also beauty and joy in the 
rhythm of life in the takeaway and in being surrounded by the 
food of her home culture. Family dinners before service, trips to 
Hong Kong, preparing for the weekend rush with her brothers 
– the takeaway is a hive of activity before a customer even 
places their order of ‘egg-fried rice and chop suey’.

Angela Hui is an award-winning journalist and editor from South 
Wales. Her work has been published in gal-dem, HuffPost, 
Independent, Refinery29 and Vice, among others. She lives in 
East London where she is currently the Food and Drink writer 
at Time Out London. She runs the @chinesetakeawaysuk 
Instagram account documenting Chinese takeaways up and 
down the country and sharing the stories of unseen workers in 
the hospitality industry.

A brilliantly warm and eye-opening true story from someone 
on the other side of the takeaway counter.
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Biography and Memoir

Cooking is thinking!

The spatter of sauce in a pan, a cook’s subtle deviation from a 
recipe, the careful labour of cooking for loved ones: these are 
not often the subjects of critical enquiry. Cooking, we are told, 
has nothing to do with serious thought; the path to intellectual 
fulfilment leads directly out of the kitchen.

Small Fires rewrites the kitchen as a vital source of knowledge 
and revelation, playfully dissolving the boundaries between 
abstract intellect and bodily pleasure, domesticity and 
politics. It awakens us to the richness of cooking as a means of 
experiencing the self and the world.

Rebecca May Johnson is a writer and academic whose writing 
brings critical practices into everyday life. She has written reviews 
and features for Fantastic Man, Times Literary Supplement, The 
Happy Reader, LRB online, Financial Times, the Guardian, and 
AnOther, among others. Small Fires is her first book.

An Epic in the Kitchen.
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Biography and Memoir

At the beginning of 2018, musician and writer Emma-Lee Moss 
made the unexpected decision to return to Hong Kong, the city 
where she was born and where she lived until she was eleven. 
The Hong Kong she arrived in was different from the one she 
remembered; 20 years had passed since the Handover and a 
generation had come of age since then. One Person Playing 
Two Roles is the story of Hong Kong’s fight for its identity, set to 
the soundtrack of Cantopop, homegrown in 1960s Hong Kong 
and at one point the most successful music industry in Asia.

Emma-Lee Moss is a London-based writer, musician and 
founding editor of The Orchid Pavilion, a new journal of art, 
identity and diaspora.

Emma-Lee has contributed to the Guardian, Vice, i-D, British 
GQ, Wired, the Good Journal and more. She writes about 
music, books, motherhood, identity and Hong Kong, her 
birthplace and often appears on BBC Radio, most recently on 
‘The Happiness Map’ which celebrates the sounds and tastes 
of Hong Kong and the Radio 4 documentary ‘A Sailor Went to 
Sea Sea Sea’ which was shortlisted for the Prix Europa Music 
Programme of the Year in 2018. 

As the singer-songwriter Emmy the Great, her albums are First 
Love, Virtue, Second Love and April/ 月音.

A memoir and exploration of Hong Kong’s shifting identities 
through the history of Cantopop from musician and writer 

Emma-Lee Moss. 
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Biography and Memoir

Vladimir Putin is the West’s bête noire. Alone among world 
leaders, he has the power to reduce the United States and 
Europe to ashes in a nuclear firestorm and has threatened to do 
so. He invades his neighbours, most recently Ukraine, meddles in 
western elections and orders assassinations inside and outside 
Russia. The regime he heads is autocratic and corrupt.
Yet politics aside, for most of the past 20 years the majority of 
Russia’s people have lived better and enjoyed more freedom 
than at any time in their country’s history.
 
Philip Short’s magisterial biography demolishes many of 
our preconceptions about Putin’s Russia and explores in 
unprecedented depth the personality of its enigmatic and 
ruthless leader. Since becoming president in 2000, his obsession 
has been to restore Russia’s status as a great power, unbound 
by western rules. Where did he come from?  What forces and 
experiences shaped him? What led him to challenge the 
American-led world order that has kept the peace since the 
end of the Cold War?

To explain is not to justify. Putin’s regime is dark. He pursues his 
goals relentlessly by whatever means he thinks fit. But on closer 
examination, much of what we think we know about him turns 
out to rest on half-truths. 
 
To anyone who wants to understand what is happening in 
Ukraine today, this book is essential reading.  It is as close as we 
will come to understanding Russia’s ruler and makes us revise 
long-held assumptions about the course of global politics since 
the end of the Cold War.

Philip Short is the author of acclaimed biographies of Mao 
Zedong, Pol Pot and François Mitterrand. He was for many years 
a foreign correspondent for the BBC in Moscow, Washington 
and Beijing.  He now lives in France.

Praise for Mao:

‘Nowhere has the story of the late Chinese leader been told 
with greater authority’ - Washington Post

‘Deserves to be the standard history’ – Sunday Telegraph

Praise for Mitterrand:

‘A stunningly detailed investigation of a monumental political 
character’ - Sunday Times

‘Marvellously readable’ - Guardian

Unflinching, hard-hitting and objective,
the definitive biography of the century’s most influential and 

least understood leader.
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Essays 

Replete with feminist killjoy truths, maxims and equations and 
structured in five chapters The Feminist Killjoy Handbook shows 
us how being a feminist killjoy can help us navigate the world 
around us. It explores the idea of feminist killjoy survival, what the 
feminist killjoy can show (through the idea of the feminist killjoy 
as cultural critic), how we know (the killjoy as philosopher), what 
we make (the killjoy as poet) and what we break (the killjoy as 
activist). 

In doing so, Ahmed demonstrates how ‘killing joy’ can be a 
world making, radical project. The book is also a tapestry 
and archive of the feminist killjoy collective and community. 
Alongside her own experiences, Ahmed has collected the 
stories, and lifted up the voices, of other feminist killjoys as well 
as the voices of those that have come before, recovering and 
joining a black and brown feminist killjoy lineage through such 
writers as Alice Walker, bell hooks, Audre Lourde, Angela Davis 
and Claudia Rankine.

Ahmed’s ideas around violence, silence, emotion, racism, white 
feminism and whiteness, complaint, diversity and the institution 
have informed the thinking of the latest wave of feminism so it’s 
particularly exciting to bring her project to a broader audience 
via a trade publishing house. Indeed, it is especially important 
to Sara that this book is published by a non-academic press at 
an affordable price point, thereby taking her ideas outside the 
confines of the academic institution of the university alone.

Sara Ahmed was a feminist academic for over 20 years before 
she resigned in 2016 in protest at the failure of her university to 
address the problem of sexual harassment. Since then, she has 
been working as an independent scholar. Sara has published 10 
academic books including the award winning, The Promise of 
Happiness (2010), which included her first sustained discussion 
of the figure of the feminist killjoy; Living a Feminist Life (2017), 
which has been translated into numerous languages and was 
Duke University Press’ best-selling book in the decade in which 
it was released and, most recently, Complaint! (2021), which 
offers a sharp critique of power in the academy. Sara has a 
blog feministkilljoys.com and is now working on handbooks 
intended to bring her work to a wider audience.

Praise for Living a Feminist Life:

‘Everyone should read this book’ 
– bell hooks, author of All About Love

An accessible handbook from radical feminist scholar Sara 
Ahmed, author of Living a Feminist Life.
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Essays 

The unwritten contract of the internet, that a user is what is used, 
extends from the well-examined issue of data privacy and 
consent to the very selves women are encouraged to create 
in order to appear. Invited to self-construct as “girls online,” 
vloggers, bloggers and influencers sign a devil’s bargain: a 
platform on the condition they commodify themselves, eternally 
youthful, cute and responsibility-free, hiding offline domestic, 
professional and emotional labour while paying for their online 
presence with ‘accounts’ of personal “experience.”

This arresting personal narrative disguises the truth of a woman 
negotiating the (cyber)space between her identities as girl, 
mother, writer, and commodified online persona. Written in a 
plethora of the online styles, from programming language to the 
blog/diary, from tweets to lyric prose, Girl Online takes in selfies, 
social media, celebrity and Cyberfeminism. It is an (anti) user 
manifesto, exploding the terms and conditions of appearing 
online under the sign of “girl.” 

Joanna Walsh is a multidisciplinary writer for print, digital and 
performance. The author of seven books, including Hotel, 
Vertigo, Worlds from the Word’s End and Break*up she also 
works as a critic, editor, teacher and arts activist. She is a UK Arts 
Foundation fellow, and the recipient of the Markievicz Award 
in the Republic of Ireland. She founded and ran #readwomen 
(2014-18), described by the New York Times as “a rallying cry 
for equal treatment for women writers” and currently runs @
noentry_arts.

Praise for Johanna Walsh: 

‘Walsh’s writing has intellectual rigour and bags of formal 
bravery... boldly intellectual work.’ - Financial Times 

‘Joanna Walsh is fast becoming one of our most important 
writers’ - Deborah Levy, author of Hot Milk

‘Luminous, philosophical’ - Lauren Elkin, author of Flaneuse

‘Steeped in the pure poetics of now…a smart, allusive 
meditation’ - Colm Tóibín, author of House of Names      

What happens when a woman goes online? 
She becomes a girl.
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 Poetry

Brother Poem is about the gap between language and desire, 
or between dreaming and living, and writing and thinking. It’s 
about the anxiety of needing to speak and not knowing how 
to, or knowing that nothing important can be said anyway. 
It’s about speaking in spite of the fear in the weather and all 
around us, creeping into everything we say and do. It’s about 
“address” as a utopian gesture: a turning towards and away, 
which in speaking to “you” – regardless of whether you can hear 
it – invokes a kind of temporary autonomous zone. It’s about 
trying to recover the dreamtime of childhood while rejecting 
the nostalgia of fascism. It’s about writing. Where does it begin 
and end? How can you build a real connection out of words? 
Is such a connection destructive to the lived bonds that sustain 
it? How can you live and write at the same time? 

The book’s central sequence revolves around a series of 
addresses to an absent brother, where the impossibility of 
speech comes to prefigure a different sort of kinship, one that 
extends beyond speech, which is intimate and communal, 
grieving and joyful, and endless.

Will Harris is a London-based poet of Chinese-Indonesian and 
British heritage. He is also the author of the critically acclaimed 
Mixed-race Superman and All This Is Implied and his work has 
been published in the Guardian, the London Review of Books, 
Granta, the Poetry Review, and the White Review, among 
other publications. His first poetry collection, RENDANG, won 
the Forward Prize for Best First Collection and was nominated 
for the T.S. Eliot Prize and the Dylan Thomas Prize. 

Praise for RENDANG:

‘Harris offers an urgent and moving exploration of cultural 
identity and legacy, one made all the richer by its unique 
narrative structure and playful attention to sound.’
- Publishers Weekly

‘Sets the standard for modern poetry’ - Lit Hub

‘RENDANG develops the blend of wit and eloquence that he 
showcased in his 2018 essay Mixed-Race Superman […] The 
poems in RENDANG span the formal range of a mature poet 
but it’s Harris’s playfulness that really impresses. He has the 
confidence and stylistic mastery to jump between dreams and 
scenes like a character in a video game. If verse is a tightrope, 
Harris skips along it’ - Financial Times

The nuanced and eloquent follow up collection from Will Harris 
whose debut collection RENDANG won the Forward Prize for 
Best First Collection and was a finalist for the T.S. Eliot Prize.
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Poetry

Bad Diaspora Poems is a collection concerned with ruptures 
of historical and intimate proportions. Diaspora is both conceit 
and condition. This book tussles with an experience many 
of us did not choose for ourselves. By turns, interrogating, 
commemorating, skewering, these poems are sweepingly 
referential, inhabiting a vision which bridges together various 
diasporic histories, realities, and poetic lodestars. To diaspora 
is to irrevocably blur borders. At its core, Bad Diaspora Poems 
attempts to capture the ripple of history through generations, 
even — and especially— when it is lost in translation. The internal 
and external displacement faced by Somalis throughout the 
20th and 21st century anchors the collection, as the poems 
trace an “unbroken wave” from Mogadishu to Naples, from 
Lampedusa to London. Narratives of colonial dominance 
and post-colonial independence dreams jostle alongside the 
personal archives of memory and familial inheritance. The 
toolsets of diaspora are disassembled; the bouts of denial, 
the misty-eyed nostalgia, fraught nationalisms, the survivor’s 
guilt, the quandaries of returnee life, the perpetual haze of 
dislocation. These poems are as slippery as the circumstances 
they arise from. 

Meanwhile, poets continue to drown in the Mediterranean. 
Others translate their poems. Bad Diaspora Poems probes 
the gulf in between, confronting the ambivalent nature of a 
diasporic poetry which speaks for those it leaves behind. Certain 
figures stalk this collection’s pages; the poet, the immigrant, 
the exile, the refugee, the runaway, Pier Paolo Pasolini, the 
working class artist, the translator, the diaspora kid attempting 
to transcend their clichéd angst. As they do in life, these states 
of being intermingle through experiments in lyric, prose, erasure, 
and echo verse. 

Momtaza Mehri is a former Young People’s Poet Laureate for 
London and resident columnist at the San Francisco Museum 
of Modern Art’s Open Space. Her work has appeared in Poetry 
International, BOMB Magazine, Poetry Society of America, The 
Guardian, and elsewhere. She works across poetry, translation, 
cultural criticism, anti-disciplinary research practices, education, 
and radio. A Frontier-Antioch Fellow at Antioch University, 
her poetry has been awarded and widely anthologised. This 
collection was written within sight of the Mediterranean Sea, 
and the author hopes it is read in that spirit.

The long-awaited debut poetry collection from the former 
Young People’s Laureate for London.
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Poetry

bandit country is written in the very particular dialect of the 
Irish border, as Ulster Scots and Ulster Gaelic shade into the 
language and culture of post-Celtic Tiger Ireland. Spectres of 
characters both mythic and real thread through these poems, 
giving them a slippery, ghostly quality. bandit country is a 
haunting exploration of this place and its people, looking back 
to the Troubles and forward towards Brexit – and to the ever-
looming fences and boundaries with which we must reckon, 
collectively and urgently. It is a book that uses its border setting 
not only to unsettle, surprise and shock, but take chances with 
the language in a way that feels like genuine risk.

James Patterson is from Newry, in the north of Ireland. He won 
an Eric Gregory Award in 2019 and was shortlisted for the 2020 
White Review Poet’s Prize. His journalism and non-fiction work 
has been published in the Guardian, i-D and Irish Times among 
others. He is editor of the anthology The New Frontier: Writing 
from the Irish Border.

A remarkable, innovative and timely first collection written in 
the dialect of the Irish Border.

James Patterson
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Graphic Novel 

‘Do you think it possible to write a life of anyone?’ Virginia Woolf 
asked. ‘I doubt it; because people are all over the place.’ 

Instead of a conventional biography aiming at constructing 
an authoritative and singular account of a person’s life, Ella 
Bucknall’s graphic biography is a more suitable genre to tell 
Woolf’s life. Her illustrations are mediated through an artist’s 
hand, making it a subjective interpretation and a personal 
response to Woolf, who always adamantly maintained that she 
was not singular.

Through recalling the deaths and marriages, friendships 
and rivalries, creative droughts and floods of inspiration, this 
biography dispels some of the famous myths about Virginia 
Woolf — that she was mad, frigid, a snob — and instead 
presents what she herself believed to be ‘a good draught of 
human life...with much champagne in it.’
 
Bucknall’s style is energetic, original, intricate; a remarkable 
combination of rigour and mischief, which is true to Woolf’s 
character, with a particular instinct for distillation, a revelatory, 
expressive specificity and tactility — what Woolf calls,  ‘the 
cotton wool of daily life’. 

Ella Bucknall is a writer and illustrator currently studying for an 
PhD in Creative Writing at King’s College London, which Virginia 
Woolf attended herself in 1897–1902. She is the founding editor 
of Whip zine, a magazine of political cartoons and satirical 
writing by women, which has been featured in Vogue, It’s Nice 
That, I News, the BBC, and Riposte magazine, amongst others. 
She has written for the TLS reviewing graphic novels, and for 
I News on women in cartooning. Virginia Woolf: An Illustrated 
Biography is her first book.

   

Following the tradition of the best of biographies, Virginia 
Woolf: An Illustrated Biography combines real-life stories with 
storytelling, while leading a new school of cultural history and 

biography.
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Recent and Upcoming Publications

Fiction
Literary and Upmarket Fiction 

The Cellist by Jennifer Atkins - DHA Rights Portal (June 2022) 
The Saint Of Lost Things by Tish Delaney - DHA Rights Portal (June 2022)  
Little Brown Sea by Charles Foster - DHA Rights Portal (May 2022)  
Privilege by Guinevere Glasfurd - DHA Rights Portal (May 2022) 
The Murderer by Roy Heath (Penguin Modern Classics) - DHA Rights Portal (May 
2022) 
The Perfect Golden Circle by Benjamin Myers - DHA Rights Portal (May 2022) 
The Love Of My Life by Rosie Walsh - DHA Rights Portal (June 2022)    

Commercial Fiction 

Anything Could Happen by Lucy Diamond - DHA Rights Portal (January 2022)  
After The Rain by Lucy Dillon - DHA Rights Portal (March 2022)    
How To Find Your Way Home by Katy Regan - DHA Rights Portal (February 2022)  
A Great Hope by Jess Stanley  - DHA Rights Portal (February 2022) 

Crime, Suspense and Thrillers
 
Hidden Depths by Araminta Hall  - DHA Rights Portal (March 2022) 
A Slow Fire Burning by Paula Hawkins - DHA Rights Portal (June 2022)    
The Baby Shower by S.E. Lynes - DHA Rights Portal (March 2022) 
Insomnia by Sarah Pinborough - DHA Rights Portal (March 2022)  
Life Sentence by A. K. Turner - DHA Rights Portal (April 2022) 
Dear Little Corpses by Nicola Upson - DHA Rights Portal (May 2022) 
Reputation by Sarah Vaughan - DHA Rights Portal (March 2022)   
  
Fantasy 
 
The Book of Sand by Theo Clare - DHA Rights Portal (January 2022)  
Half A Soul (Regency Faerie Tales 1) by Olivia Atwater - DHA Rights Portal (June 
2022) 
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Recent and Upcoming Publications

Non-Fiction
Biography & Memoir

Deep Deception by 5 Anonymous Women - DHA Rights Portal (March 2022)  
I Used to Live Here Once by Miranda Seymour - DHA Rights Portal (May 2022)  

Economics & Policy 

Price Wars by Rupert Russell - DHA RIghts Portal (January 2022)  

Essays & Poetry

Nemesis, My Friend by Jay Griffiths - DHA Rights Portal (June 2022)  
Feather, Leaf, Bark, Stone by Jackie Morris - DHA Rights Portal (June 2022)  

History 

Wreck by Tom de Freston - DHA Rights Portal (March 2022)  
The Restless Republic by Anna Keay - DHA Rights Portal (March 2022)  
Afghan Crucible by Elisabeth Leake - DHA Rights Portal (April 2022)  
Bad Gays by Huw Lemmy and Ben Miller - DHA Rights Portal (May 2022)   
The Book of Jewish Food by Claudia Roden - 25th Anniversary Edition (May 2022) 

Politics & Current Affairs

Who Are We? by Jason Cowley  - DHA Rights Portal (March 2022)   
The Fate of Abraham by Peter Oborne - DHA Rights Portal (May 2022)   
The Death of Consensus by Phil Tinline - DHA Rights Portal (June 2022)  

Science & Nature

Soundings by Doreen Cunningham - DHA Rights Portal (March 2022)  
Through a Vet’s Eyes by Sean Wensley - DHA Rights Portal (April 2022)   
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Anniversaries

A Clockwork Orange
by Anthony Burgess

60th Anniversary of first publication 
(1962)

The Wanting Seed 
by Anthony Burgess

60th Anniversary of first publication 
(1962)

To Serve Them All My Days
by R. F. Delderfield 

50th Anniversary of first publication 
(1972)

John Braine 
100th Anniversary of birth 

(1922)
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Ghosted 
by 

Jenn Ashworth
Shortlisted for the 2022 Portico Prize

Before My Actual Heart Breaks 
by

Tish Delaney
Longlisted for the Authors’ Club 

Best First Novel Award

Unexpected Lessons in Love 
by 

Lucy Dillon 
Shortlisted for the Swedish Adlibris 
Prize under the ‘Feelgood of the 

Year’ category. 

Suzanne Ewart 
Shortlisted for the Romantic Novel 

Awards 2022

A Killing in November 
by

Simon Mason 
Selected as The Times’ Book of the 

Month



54Prizes 2022

Prizes 2022

 All The Names Given
by 

Raymond Antrobus
Shortlisted for the Costa Book 

Awards

Megan Nolan 
Shortlisted for the Sunday 

Times Charlotte Aitken Trust Young 
Writer Award

Surviving Katyn 
by

Jane Rogoyska
Shortlisted for the Lynton History 

Prize

Entangled Life
by

Merlin Sheldrake 
Winner of the Royal Society 

Science Book Prize

The Love of My Life 
by 

Rosie Walsh 
Good Morning America March 

Book Club Pick
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Film and TV News

Anatomy of a Scandal
by Sarah Vaughan 

Six-part Netflix series adapted by David 
E.Kelley to be released on 14th April 

Reputation
by Sarah Vaughan 

TV rights optioned to Made Up Stories 
and 3dot Productions

Insomnia 
by Sarah Pinborough 

TV limited series in development with 
Leftbank

The Last Kingdom
by Bernard Cornwell

 Season 5 of TV series airs March 9th.
 The film is currently shooting 



56Film and TV News

Film and TV News

Rendezvous With Rama 
by Arthur C Clarke

Film rights sold to Alcon Entertainment, 
Denis Villeneuve (Dune and Blade Run-

ner: 2049) will direct

The Midwich Cuckoos
by John Wyndham

Sky original TV adaptation to launch in 
2022 on Sky and Now TV

International distribution tbc

The System
by Ryan Gattis 

Film/TV rights under option

Everything and Nothing
by Araminta Hall 

Film/TV rights under option



China: Andrew Nurnberg Associates / Bardon Chinese Media Agency

Czech: Kristin Olson Literarni Agentura

Hungary: Katai & Bolza

Indonesia: Maxima Creative Agency

Japan: Tuttle-Mori/ Japan Uni

Korea: Eric Yang Agency

Poland: Anna Jarota Agency

Romania: Simona Kessler Agency 

Russia: Van Lear Agency

Serbia: Plima Literary Agency

Thailand: The Silkroad Agency

Turkey: Anatalia Literary Agency
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