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Company Titles

Snap
Belinda Bauer

Snap decisions can be fatal . . .

On a stifling summer’s day, eleven-year-old Jack and his two
sisters sit in their broken-down car, waiting for their mother to
come back and rescue them. Jack’s in charge, she said. I
won’t be long.
But she doesn’t come back. She never comes back. And life as
the children know it is changed for ever.
Three years later, mum-to-be Catherine wakes to find a knife
beside her bed, and a note that says: I could have killed you.

UK: Bantam Press (Transworld) - 17th
May 2018
UK Editor: Sarah Adams
US: Grove Atlantic - 3rd July 2018
US Editor: Amy Hundley
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)

Additional Info:
Extent - 352 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Final files

Meanwhile Jack is still in charge - of his sisters, of supporting
them all, of making sure nobody knows they’re alone in the
house, and - quite suddenly - of finding out the truth about
what happened to his mother.
But the truth can be a dangerous thing . . .
Belinda Bauer grew up in England and South Africa. She has
worked as a journalist and screenwriter, and her script for The
Locker Room earned her the Carl Foreman/ Bafta Award for
Young British Screenwriters. With her first novel Blacklands,
Belinda won the CWA Gold Dagger for Crime Novel of the Year
in 2010. Her next two novels, Darkside and Finders Keepers, were
also highly acclaimed, and in 2012 she was shortlisted for the
CWA Dagger in the Library Award for her entire body of work.
In 2015 her novel The Shut Eye was shortlisted for the CWA
Goldsboro Gold Dagger. Rubbernecker won the 2014
Theakston’s Crime Novel of the Year Award, which Belinda was
shortlisted for again in 2015 with her novel The Facts of Life and
Death. Belinda is now working on her 9th novel.
Praise for Snap:
‘Snap is the best kind of psychological thriller – it gives you
chills, it makes you think, and it touches your heart. I loved it!’ Sarah Pinborough, author of #1 bestseller Behind Her Eyes
‘Not only is this the best thing [Belinda]’s written, it’s one of
the best crime novels I have read in a very long time. It’s just
spot on. I always knew she was good but this moves her into
a different league. If this doesn’t win a slew of awards, I know
nothing about crime fiction.’ - Val McDermid
‘What links Catherine and Jack is revealed over the course
of the novel, which is tense and suspenseful, but Bauer also
explores the effect of a terrible crime on a young boy and his
siblings. As with Blacklands, Bauer’s child protagonist is utterly
convincing.’- The Bookseller (Book of the Month)

Crime, Suspense, Thriller 1

Open Your Eyes
Paula Daly

Your husband becomes a stranger overnight.
Do you stay…?

Haven’t we all wanted to pretend everything is fine?
Jane doesn’t like confrontation. Given the choice, she’ll always
let her husband, Leon, fight their battles. She’d prefer to focus
on what’s going well, the good things in life.
But when Leon is brutally attacked in the driveway of their
home, in front of their two young children, Jane has to face
reality. With her husband in a coma, Jane must open her eyes
to the problems in her life, and the secrets that have been kept
from her, if she’s to find out who hurt her husband – and why.
Maybe it’s time to face up to it all. Who knows what you might
find…
UK: Bantam (Transworld) - 26th July
2018
UK Editor: Frankie Gray
US: Grove Atlantic - TBC
US Editor: Corinna Barsan
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights: Gregory & Co.
(Jane Gregory)
Additional Info:
Extent - 356 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript available April 2018

Paula Daly is the critically acclaimed author of five novels.
Her work has been sold in fifteen countries, shortlisted for CWA
Gold Dagger Crime Novel of the Year award, and her books
are currently being developed for television. She was born in
Lancashire and lives in the Lake District with her husband, three
children, and whippet Skippy. She has just completed work on
her 5th novel.

Praise for Paula Daly:
‘She writes with a singular voice and a fierce passion that roars
off the page.’ - Daily Mail
’[An] absorbing domestic thriller... unexpected plot twists and
sly commentary on the bourgeois milieu, will keep readers
turning the pages.’ - Publishers Weekly (on The Trophy Child)
‘A mystery to entertain.’ - Kirkus (on The Trophy Child)
‘A tale of secrecy, control, and the depths of motherly love
...an enjoyable, well-written tale whose ending readers will not
see coming.’ - Booklist (on The Trophy Child)

Crime, Suspense, Thriller 22

False Witness
Michelle Davies

Two children are seen on top of a wall in a school. Shortly
later one of them lies fatally injured at the bottom. Did the
boy fall or was he pushed?
As a Family Liaison Officer, DC Maggie Neville has seen parents
crumble under the weight of their child’s death. Imogen Tyler is
no different. Her son’s fall was witnessed by the school caretaker
and another pupil is under suspicion/being questioned, but
Imogen is paralysed by questions. Why was he at the school so
early? Why was he with the girl being questioned?
For Maggie, finding the answers to these questions is paramount
if she is to help the mother. But as she investigates, further
questions emerge and the truth suddenly seems far from
certain. Could the witness be mistaken about what happened
and if he is, then who is responsible? And how far will they go to
cover up the boy’s death?

UK: Pan Macmillan - 12th July 2018
UK Editor: Vicki Mellor
US Rights: Pan Macmillan
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Additional Info:
Extent - TBC
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Page proofs

Michelle Davies has been writing professionally for 20 years as
a journalist on magazines, including on the production desk at
ELLE, and as Features Editor of Heat. Her last staff position before
going freelance was Editor-at-Large at Grazia magazine and
she currently writes for a number of women’s magazines and
newspaper supplements. Michelle is also crime fiction reviewer
for the Sunday Express’s Books section. Michelle lives in London
and juggles her freelance journalism with motherhood and
writing crime fiction. She is currently working on False Witness,
her third book featuring DC Maggie Neville.
Praise for Wrong Place:
‘This cleverly plotted novel brings its storyline to a satisfying
conclusion.’ - Daily Express
‘Gripping’ - The Sun
‘Captivating, intelligent, and well crafted! Wrong Place is
an intricately woven, highly entertaining mystery with a nice
amount of suspense, good character development, and great
pace.’ - What’s Better Than Books?

Crime, Suspense, Thriller 3

One Sunday in August
Sandra Dingwall

The man you’ve married has a past, but hasn’t everyone?
Only his past involves cruelty and abuse and control … And
the murder of his children
Lucy has recently begun an intoxicating relationship with Paul,
a man whose recall of the past doesn’t add up. He tells Lucy his
previous partner left him, taking the children with her. Then odd
things start to happen: they are being followed by a strange
woman, Paul gets cryptic messages and silent phone calls, he
disappears to late meetings and tells lies, but then he accuses
Lucy of infidelity and becomes more controlling.

UK: On submission
UK Editor: N/A
US Rights: Gregory & Co.
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Additional Info:
Extent - TBC
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript due June 2018

Years ago Paul had the ‘perfect’ relationship with Caitlin. They
were young and madly in love but things changed after the
birth of their second baby. As Caitlin recovered from postnatal
depression she became more assertive, and Paul believed
she was being unfaithful. Events spiraled and in a violent
confrontation between them she died. Paul killed the children
and attempted to kill himself. But he survived and claimed his
wounds were defence wounds…
Paul is struck when he meets Lucy. Who looks so very like Caitlin
did. This time he can make the relationship stay perfect...
Can’t he?
Sandra Dingwall has spent eighteen years working for H.M
Prison Service. This rarefied world of the mad and the bad but
particularly the ‘dangerous to know,’ is the basis for all her work.
Sandra emigrated to New Zealand in 2003 which allowed her to
write full time. Sandra and her husband returned permanently
to the UK in 2016.

Crime, Suspense,Thriller 4

Come and Find Me
Sarah Hilary

Gripping, tense, twisty and full of emotional insight,
Come and Find Me is Sarah Hilary’s fifth Marnie Rome book,
for fans of Mick Herron or Clare Mackintosh
On the surface, Lara Chorley and Ruth Hull have nothing in
common, other than their infatuation with Michael Vokey. Each
is writing to the sadistic inmate, sharing her secrets, whispering
her worst fears, craving his attention.
DI Marnie Rome understands obsession. She’s finding it hard
to give up her own addiction to a dangerous man: her foster
brother, Stephen Keele. She wasn’t able to save her parents
from Stephen. She lives with that guilt every day.
When Vokey miraculously escapes prison and the man-hunt
gathers pace, Marnie fears one of the women may have found
him – and is about to pay the ultimate price.

UK: Headline - 22nd March 2018
UK Editor: Imogen Taylor
US Rights: Gregory & Co.
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Additional Info:
Extent - 368 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Final files

Sarah Hilary has worked as a bookseller, and with the Royal
Navy. Her debut novel Someone Else’s Skin was a Richard &
Judy Book Club bestseller and won the Theakstons Old Peculier
Crime Novel of the year 2015. Come and Find Me is her fifth
novel featuring Marnie Rome.

Praise for Sarah Hilary:
‘As ever, Hilary writes brilliantly, taking us inside the heads of her
characters, shedding light into the darkest corners of the darkest
minds and ratcheting up the tension with every chapter. Crime
fiction doesn’t come any better than this.’ - Paul Burston’s blog
‘I love Sarah Hilary’s Marnie Rome series - stylish, sharp as a
scalpel and exceptionally well written.’ - Melanie McGrath
‘Time after time Sarah Hilary never fails to amaze readers with
her brilliant storylines and taut prose. The series gets better and
better and if you have not read any then you should.’ - Shots

Crime, Suspense,Thriller 5

If He Wakes
Zoe Lea

You can always trust your best friend… can’t you?

When Rachel discovers a Twitter message arranging a romantic
liaison she assumes her husband is having an affair, and follows
him. What she witnesses is so much worse: a hit and run using
his car.
Meanwhile, Rachel’s friend and business partner Suzie is
increasingly worried about her fiance, who’s not been in touch
for days. When Suzie learns of huge debts racked up in her
name she fears he has run out on her, but then the threatening
calls start and she thinks something terrible has happened.
Rachel and Suzie are both about to learn shocking things about
the men they love, worse than they could ever imagine… Can
their friendship survive?
UK: Canelo (ebook only) - April 2018
UK Editor: Louise Cullen
US: Canelo (ebook only)
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Rights Sold:
Czech - Albatros Media
Slovakian - Ikar
Additional Info:
Extent - TBC
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Final files

Zoe Lea lives in the Lake District with her husband, who is a
falconer, and their children. If He Wakes is her first novel.

Praise for If He Wakes:
‘A tense, pulse-quickening tale. If you read the first chapter,
you can’t help but read the second. I flew through this perfect
summer read of best friends in turmoil in one feverish session.’ Paula Daly

Crime, Suspense,Thriller 6

Red City
James von Leyden

A young girl’s murder exposes the secrets of Marrakech’s
medina in this first novel in a projected series

Marrakech, August. It’s the start of Ramadan, the hottest
in memory. Karim Belkacem, a young police detective, is
struggling to fast while working two jobs to pay for his sister’s
wedding. As the heat rises, he finds himself caught up in a
disturbing sequence of events. The corpse of a young girl is
found dumped in a handcart. A security guard falls to his death.
A muezzin falls while giving the call to prayer. Is it the effect of
Ramadan or something more sinister?
The investigation takes Karim to a twilight world inhabited by
ruthless predators and rapacious foreigners, where ancient
secrets lie hidden behind the high walls of the medina, and
nothing is what it seems…
UK: On submission
UK Editor: N/A
US Rights: Gregory & Co
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Additional Info:
Extent - TBC
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript

James von Leyden grew up in Durham and studied Philosophy
& Modern Languages at Oxford University. He works as an
advertising copywriter and brand consultant. He first visited
Morocco in 1985, leading to a life-long love affair with the
country. He is married with two children and divides his time
between East Sussex and Oualidia, Morocco.

Crime, Suspense,Thriller 7

A Handful of Ashes
Rob McCarthy

The second thrilling book in the London-set Dr Harry Kent
series, the perfect mix of detective novel
and medical drama

Susan Bayliss became notorious when she blew the whistle on
her boss, a heart surgeon at a renowned children’s hospital.
She accused him of negligence, operations were stopped and
an inquiry launched. In the end she was the one suspended as
a troublemaker.
Now Dr Harry Kent, a medical examiner with the Met Police, has
been called out to certify her suicide.
But something about the scene is wrong. Someone held Susan
down...
UK: Hodder & Stoughton - 9th March
2017
UK Editor: Ruth Tross
US: Pegasus Books - 1st May 2018
US Editor: Claiborne Hancock
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights: Gregory & Co.
(Jane Gregory)
Additional Info:
Extent - 384 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Final files

The grieving parents of the children who died demand answers.
The hospital is stonewalling. Everyone has secrets - it’s up to
Harry and DCI Frankie Noble to find out which were worth killing
for.

Rob McCarthy is a medical student who has written a stunning
debut, The Hollow Men, a complex and pacy novel vividly set in
contemporary London and a busy hospital. A Handful of Ashes
is his second novel featuring compassionate and determined
hero Harry Kent.
Praise for The Hollow Man:
‘This ferocious debut from a young medical student is one of
the finest first crime novels I have encountered this year...written
with admirable verve and lacerating detail, it announces the
arrival of a shiny new talent in British crime writing and grips from
the start.’ - Daily Mail
‘A brilliant hero... every page is full of tension.’ - Sunday Mirror
‘Gritty, authentic and has enough twists to keep readers
guessing until a shocking conclusion. McCarthy is a bright
talent.’ - Daily Express
‘A fast-moving, wholly contemporary tale... The vibrant
mix of medical thriller and police procedural is enhanced
by the realistic backdrop of inner-city social problems.’
- The Times

Crime, Suspense,Thriller 8

Broken Ground
Val McDermid

A new Karen Pirie novel from the inimitable
Queen of Crime

Alice Somerville’s inheritance lies six feet under in a Highland
peat bog. But when she finally uncovers what her grandfather
buried at the end of WWII, she finds an unwelcome surprise -- a
body with a bullet hole between the eyes.
Detective Chief Inspector Karen Pirie of the Historic Cases Unit
is called in to unravel a case where nothing is quite as it seems.
And as she grows closer to the truth, it becomes clear that not
everyone shares her desire for justice. Or even the idea of what
justice is.

UK: Little,Brown - 2018
UK Editor: Catherine Burke
US Rights: Grove Atlantic
US Editor: Amy Hundley
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights:DHA (GR)

Additional Info:
Extent - TBC
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript due June 2018

Val McDermid is a No. 1 bestseller whose novels have been
translated into more than thirty languages, and have sold over
fifteen million copies.
She has won many awards internationally, including the CWA
Gold Dagger for best crime novel of the year and the LA
Times Book of the Year Award. She was inducted into the ITV3
Crime Thriller Awards Hall of Fame in 2009, was the recipient of
the CWA Cartier Diamond Dagger in 2010 and received the
Lambda Literary Foundation Pioneer Award in 2011. In 2016, Val
received the Outstanding Contribution to Crime Fiction Award
at the Theakstons Old Peculier Crime Writing Festival.
She writes full time and divides her time between Cheshire and
Edinburgh. She is currently working on an illustrated non-fiction
on Scotland.

Praise for Val McDermid’s Detective Pirie series:
‘The queen of crime is still at the top of her game.’- Independent
(on Out of Bounds)
‘It grabs the reader by the throat and never lets go.’ - Daily Mail
(on Out of Bounds)
‘Incredibly suspenseful’ - Sunday Mirror (on Out of Bounds)
‘This wayward and entertaining mystery has the grace of a
heroine on the verge of coming into her own as a character
whom readers will want to spend time with.’ - Kirkus (on Out of
Bounds)
‘Vintage Stuff: Unplug the phone, lock the door and prepareto
read in a sitting.’ - Guardian (on A Darker Domain)

Crime, Suspense,Thriller 9

Insidious Intent
Val McDermid

Number one bestseller, Val McDermid returns with her pulsepounding, suspenseful new novel featuring two of the most
distinctive and iconic characters in crime fiction:
Tony Hill and Carol Jordan
A quiet night on a country road. The stillness shattered by a
car engulfed in flames, and a burned body discovered in the
driver’s seat. As the investigation unfolds, DCI Carol Jordan and
psychological profiler Tony Hill quickly realise that this is more
than just a tragic accident. And so begins the hunt for a truly
terrifying killer, someone who believes he is invisible, untraceable
and untouchable.
As other victims are found to have met the same terrible fate,
and with more women at risk, Tony and Carol are drawn into a
dark and twisted web of fear and revenge that will force them
to question their own ideas of justice . . .

UK: Little,Brown - 24th August 2017
UK Editor: Lucy Malagoni
US Rights: Grove Atlantic - 5th
December 2017
US Editor: Amy Hundley
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights: DHA (GR)
Rights sold:
Bulgarian - Ednorog
Croatian - BB Arts
Dutch - Luitingh-Sijthoff
German - Droemer
Hebrew - Korim

Val McDermid is a No. 1 bestseller whose novels have been
translated into more than thirty languages, and have sold over
fifteen million copies.
She has won many awards internationally, including the CWA
Gold Dagger for best crime novel of the year and the LA
Times Book of the Year Award. She was inducted into the ITV3
Crime Thriller Awards Hall of Fame in 2009, was the recipient of
the CWA Cartier Diamond Dagger in 2010 and received the
Lambda Literary Foundation Pioneer Award in 2011. In 2016, Val
received the Outstanding Contribution to Crime Fiction Award
at the Theakstons Old Peculier Crime Writing Festival. She writes
full time and divides her time between Cheshire and Edinburgh.
She is currently working on an illustrated non-fiction on Scotland.

Additional Info:
Extent - 448 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Final files

Praise for Insidious Intent:
‘This is McDermid’s most expressive and emotional novel to
date, giving readers more than just a clever criminal to get their
teeth into. It is particularly good to learn more about Hill and
Jordan’s supporting cast but the duo remain the passionate
heart of the story.’ - The National
‘With more than 15 million books sold, Val McDermid, known
as the queen of psychological thrillers, surpasses herself here,
delivering one of the most surprising twists you’ll read this year.
Outstanding.’ - Irish Independent
‘One of crime fiction’s most eminent writers returns with another
intricately plotted thriller.’ - Entertainment Weekly
‘McDermid is at the top of her game here, with a great premise
and engaging cast of characters developed over the course
of this long, popular series.’ - Literary Hub

Crime, Suspense,Thriller 10

Complicit
Pamela Power

A relationship that goes from a Twitter flirtation to violent
sexual assault. Your attacker says you went there willingly,
that you enjoyed it, that you were complicit… How do you get
justice?
Alice Sinclair is an author that has hit the big time, which means
a lot of attention from strangers. Some of it good, some of it
abusive, some of it downright creepy.
She warns her children about the predators on the internet,
strangers that lurk on social media waiting to pounce on the
vulnerable. What she doesn’t realise is that sometimes the
monsters are the ones that we know. The ones that we trust.
The ones that seem like nice guys. Decent guys. What starts off
as a light flirtation on Twitter ends up with Alice being sexually
assaulted in a London hotel.

UK: On submission
UK: N/A
US Rights: Gregory & Co.
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Additional Info:
Extent - TBC
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript due June 2018

She is too ashamed to go to the police. What if they don’t
believe her? What if they say it’s her fault? That she asked
for it? That she is complicit? She decides to pursue a sexual
harassment case against her abuser through his TV production
company. But this only makes him angry. He comes after her
daughters. He thinks this will frighten Alice off. It doesn’t.
It only makes her more determined to stop him.
Pamela Power is a television script writer and script editor based
in Johannesburg where she lives with her husband and two
teenage children. Pamela has an MA in Creative Writing from
Wits University in Johannesburg where she taught for many years.
Pamela has three previous novels: Ms Conception (Penguin
Random House South Africa 2015), Things Unseen (Clockwork
Books 2016) and Delilah Now Trending (Penguin Random House
South Africa 2017). Things Unseen has been recently optioned
for television by Diprente Films.

Crime, Suspense,Thriller 11

Cold Desert Sky
Rod Reynolds

A brilliant third novel from an emerging young crime writer,
whose Charlie Yates series explores the crime ridden
landscape of post WWII America - perfect for fans of
James Ellroy
No one wanted to say it to me, that the girls were dead. But I
knew.
Late 1946. Charlie Yates and his wife Lizzie have returned to Los
Angeles, trying to stay anonymous in the city of angels.
But when Yates, back in his old job at the Pacific Journal,
becomes obsessed by the disappearance of two aspiring
Hollywood starlets, Nancy Hill and Julie Desjardins, he finds
it leads him right back to his worst fear: legendary Mob boss
Benjamin ‘Bugsy’ Siegel, a man he once crossed, and whose
shadow he can’t shake.

UK: Faber and Faber - 5th July 2018
UK Editor: Angus Cargill
US Rights: Gregory & Co.
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Additional Info:
Extent - 360 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Final files

As events move from LA to the burgeoning Palace of Sin in the
desert, Las Vegas - where Siegel is preparing to open his new
Hotel Casino, The Flamingo - Rod Reynolds once again shows
his skill at evoking time and place. With Charlie caught between
the FBI and the mob, can he possibly see who is playing who,
and find out what really happened to the two girls?
After a successful career in advertising, working as a media
buyer, Rod Reynolds took City University’s two-year MA in crime
writing, where he started The Dark Inside, his first Charlie Yates
mystery. He lives in London with his wife and two daughters. He
has just finished writing his third Charlie Yates story, Cold Desert
Sky, and is plotting a psychological standalone.

Praise for Black Night Falling:
‘Smart plotting, immaculate research, a tersely precise style
and a protagonist with a touch of the knight-errant about him
add up to pitch-perfect American noir.’- Guardian
‘Sharp writing, a setting you never forget and heart pumping
tension … pitch perfect.’- The Book Trail
‘Reynolds creates an atmosphere of escalating fear and
tension … This is top quality crime noir … A thriller with all the
thrills.’ - Northern Crime

Crime, Suspense,Thriller 12

Before Her Time
Michéle Rowe

The third novel featuring Detective Persy Jonas, a new
page-turner from one of South Africa’s exciting new
crime novelists
Detective Persy Jonas’ disciplinary hearing has been dropped,
amidst many unanswered questions lingering from her last case.
Not least the whereabouts of suspected killer Fred Splinters, and
the identity of his so-called wife ‘Natasha’.
Keen to be rid of Persy, her former station commander delivers
an ultimatum: move to the notoriously dysfunctional Ocean
View Police Station, or resign.

UK: On submission
UK Editor: N/A
US Rights: Gregory & Co.
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Additional Info:
Extent - TBC
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript due June 2018

Persy has no desire to return to the gangster-ridden community
where she grew up, or the dead end station that services it,
and agrees to resign. But then she receives news that makes
her do an immediate about turn and agree to the move: Fred
Splinters has been found murdered in Ocean View. But it’s not
Fred’s killer that Persy is eager to track down. It’s the mysterious
Natasha Splinters, who may or may not be Gloria Cupido, the
mother who abandoned her more than twenty years ago.
Michéle Rowe is an experienced scriptwriter for film and television.
She has been nominated for, and won, several awards, the most
recent being an International Emmy nomination last year for a
series which she co-originated. She also teaches screenwriting
and has completed an MA in Creative Writing at the University
of Cape Town.
Her second novel, Hour of Darkness, was longlisted for the
prestigious 2016 Sunday Times Barry Ronge Fiction Prize.

Crime, Suspense,Thriller 13

The Liar’s Girl
Catherine Ryan Howard

Her first love confessed to five murders. But the truth was
so much worse

Dublin’s notorious Canal Killer is ten years into his life sentence
when the body of a young woman is fished out of the Grand
Canal. Though detectives suspect a copy-cat is emulating
the crimes Will Hurley confessed to as a teen, they must turn
to Ireland’s most prolific killer for help. Will admits he has the
information the cops need, but will only give it to one person
– the girl he was dating when he committed his horrific crimes.
Alison Smith has spent a decade building a new life. Having
changed her name and moved abroad, she’s confident
that her shattered life in Ireland is finally behind her. But when
she gets a request from Dublin imploring her to help prevent
another senseless murder, she is pulled back to face the past,
and the man, she’s worked so hard to forget.
UK: Corvus (Atlantic Books) - 1st
March 2018
UK Editor: Sara O’Keefe
US: Blackstone Publishing - 27th
February 2018
US Editor: Josie McKenzie
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Rights Sold:
Danish - Jentas
German - Rowohlt
Swedish - Jentas
Additional Info:
Extent - 336 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Final files

Catherine Ryan Howard is from Cork, Ireland and now lives in
Dublin. A successful self-publisher of two light-hearted travel
memoirs, she has delivered seminars and led workshops on
the subject for the likes of Faber Academy, Guardian Master
Classes and Publishing Ireland, and appeared at events such
as ChipLit Fest, Dublin Book Festival and Mountains to Sea.
Catherine has been working with Penguin Ireland as a freelance
social media marketer, assisting with their commercial fiction
campaigns. Previously Catherine worked in France, the
Netherlands and in Walt Disney World, Florida. She is currently
studying for an English degree at Trinity College Dublin and
working on her third novel, Rewind.
Praise for Catherine Ryan Howard:
‘Catherine Ryan Howard is such a skilled storyteller - every
setting was evocative, every hook well-placed, every
twist expertly-timed. I flew through it! Astonishingly good.’ Jo Spain
‘I can’t even begin to tell you how much I enjoyed it!
I thought it was such a stand-out book in the thriller genre.
Real and sympathetic characters, a flawlessly-paced plot and
a genuinely original premise. I finished it at 2:00am, my heart
pounding!’ - Gillian McAllister
‘Howard keeps the reader turning the pages right
through to the shocking and satisfying resolution.’ Publishers Weekly
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The Old Religion
Martyn Waites

For fans of Peter May and Ann Cleeves comes a new thriller
featuring ex-undercover police officer Tom Kilgannon.
Welcome to the dark heart of Cornwall...
Sometimes helping a stranger is the last thing you should do...
The Cornish village of St Petroc is the sort of place where
people come to hide. Tom Killgannon is one such person. An
ex-undercover cop, Tom is in the Witness Protection Programme
hiding from some very violent people and St Petroc’s offers him
a chance to live a safe and quiet life.
Until he meets Lila.

UK: Bonnier (Zaffre) - 14th June 2018
UK Editor: Katherine Armstrong
US Rights: Gregory & Co.
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Additional Info:
Extent - 400 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Page proofs

Lila is a seventeen-year-old runaway. When she breaks into
Tom’s house she takes more than just his money. His wallet
holds everything about his new identity. He also knows that
Lila is in danger from the travellers’ commune she’s been living
at. Something sinister has been going on there and Lila knows
more than she realises.
But to find her he risks not only giving away his location to
the gangs he’s in hiding from, but also becoming a target for
whoever is hunting Lila…
Martyn Waites is a novelist who as Tania Carver has written the
bestselling Brennan and Esposito novels. Martyn is currently
working on the follow-up to the Old Religion, Cage City.

Praise for The Old Religion:
‘Deeply unsettling and hauntingly realistic, The Old Religion
takes all the things I love in a book and smashes them together
– hard.’ SJI Holliday
‘This is a superbly atmospheric book full of menace and secrets.’Tom Wood
‘A chilling slice of contemporary folk horror that will make you
think twice before venturing into that friendly looking Cornish
pub.’ Mark Billingham, Guardian
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See You in September
Charity Norman

A powerful story of family, faith and finding yourself, See You
in September is an unputdownable new novel from this hugely
compelling author
Cassy smiled, blew them a kiss. ‘See you in September,’ she
said. It was a throwaway line. Just words uttered casually by a
young woman in a hurry. And then she’d gone.
It was supposed to be a short trip-a break in New Zealand before
her best friend’s wedding. But when Cassy waved goodbye to
her parents, they never dreamed that it would be years before
they’d see her again.
Having broken up with her boyfriend, Cassy accepts an
invitation to stay in an idyllic farming collective. Overcome
by the peace and beauty of the valley and swept up in the
charisma of Justin, the community’s leader, Cassy becomes
convinced that she has to stay.

BC & ANZ: Allen and Unwin - 4th May
2017
BC & ANZ: Annette Barlow
US Rights: Gregory & Co.
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights:DHA (CI/PK)
Rights Sold:
German - Bastei Lubbe
Additional Info:
Extent - 432 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Final files

As Cassy becomes more and more entrenched in the group’s
rituals and beliefs, her frantic parents fight to bring her homebefore Justin’s prophesied Last Day can come to pass.
Charity Norman was born in Uganda and brought up in
successive draughty vicarages in Yorkshire and Birmingham.
After several years’ travel she became a barrister, specialising
in crime and family law in the northeast of England. Also a
mediator, she is passionate about the power of communication
to slice through the knots. In 2002, realising that her three
children had barely met her, she took a break from the law and
moved with her family to New Zealand. Her second novel, After
the Fall, was selected for Richard & Judy’s Spring Reads 2013.
See You in September is her fifth novel.
Praise for Charity Norman:
‘Norman does a fine job delving into the insidious psychology of
cults. But this is no human freak-show: it’s a creepy portrayal of
an ordinary young woman, feeling the lure of total belonging,
who is groomed into accepting a sinister price for it.’ Sydney Morning Herald
‘Compassionate … a subtly built suspense predicts a dreaded
outcome. Another great read from this talented storyteller.’ Australian Women’s Weekly
‘Charity Norman writes compelling tales that make you think,
keep you guessing and capture the mind and the heart.’ Beauty and Lace
‘I absolutely adore everything Charity Norman writes as I
know the subject matter will be original, thought-provoking
and powerful and See You in September is exactly that.’ Tracey Fenton, CompulsiveReaders
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The Last Hours
Minette Walters

Compelling and suspenseful, The Last Hours is a riveting tale of
human ingenuity and endurance against the worst pandemic
known to history
When the Black Death enters England through the port of
Melcombe in Dorseteshire in June 1348, no one knows what
manner of sickness it is or how it spreads and kills so quickly.
The Church proclaims it a punishment from God but Lady Anne
of Develish has different ideas. With her brutal husband absent,
she decides on more sensible ways to protect her people than
the daily confessions of sin recommended by the Bishop. Anne
gathers her serfs within the gates of Develish and refuses entry
to outsiders, even to her husband.

UK: Corvus (Atlantic Books) - 2nd
November 2017
UK Editor: Annette Barlow/Sara
O’Keeffe
US: Mira Books (Harlequin) - August
2018
US Editor: Kathy Sagan
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights: DHA (GR)
Rights Sold:
Croatian - Leo Commerce
Czech - Euromedia
Danish - Modtryk
Dutch - Xander Uitgevers
French - Laffont
German - Wilhelm Heyne
Norwegian - Gyldendal
Additional Info:
Extent - 568 pages
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Final Files

She makes an enemy of her daughter by doing so, but her
resolve is strengthened by the support of her leading serfs …
until food stocks run low and the nerves of all are tested by
their ignorance of what is happening in the world outside. The
people of Develish are alive. But for how long? And what will
they discover when the time comes for them to cross the moat?
Minette Walters is one of England’s best-selling crime writers. She
is the author of twelve novels, winning the CWA John Creasey
Award for The Ice House, the Edgar Allan Poe Award in America
for The Sculptress and two CWA Gold Daggers for The Scold’s
Bridle and Fox Evil. She lives in Dorset with her husband and has
been translated into thirty-six languages and has sold 25 million
books worldwide. After a break of 10 years, she is bursting
back on to the literary scene with her first stunning historical
adventure, The Last Hours, and currently working on the followup, 1349.
Praise for Minette Walters:
‘Walters’s crime novels are admired for their claustrophobic
atmosphere and precision-engineered suspense. With The Last
Hours, she has swapped that taut plotting for a more expansive
structure and ambitiously broad canvas. As the inhabitants of
Develish discover, striking out for the unknown is a worthwhile
adventure, whatever the outcome.’ - Guardian
‘Minette Walters may have changed the genre in which she
chooses to write, but she has not lost the greatest gift she
possesses as a writer – the ability to create characters who
arouse readers’ interest, and to fashion a plot that holds the
attention. The Last Hours is a gripping and original novel.’ - BBC
History Magazine
‘Certainly, Minette’s ability to tell a suspenseful, page-turning
story (as she proved in classic crime novels such as The
Sculptress, Acid Row and Fox Evil) is much in evidence in The Last
Hours. I hope The Last Hours will bring new readers for Minette
as, although distinctly different from her crime fiction output, it
demonstrates that she is still the fine story-teller which made her
psychological thrillers so good.’ - Mike Ripley, Shots magazine
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Dressing the Dearloves
Kelly Doust

No matter how far they travel, or how long they’re gone,
you can be certain that the Wiltshire women will always
navigate their way back home…
‘What makes the Dearlove women so special, and why hasn’t
Sylvie inherited any of their fabulous success, elegance or
charm?
Sylvie has spent her whole life trying to escape being a Dearlove,
but now, after failing spectacularly as a fashion designer in New
York, Sylvie is heading home, broke, disgraced and a failure –
and feels like she’ll never live up to the standards set by a family
of such charismatic women.

AUS: HarperCollins - 2018
AUS Editor: Catherine Milne
UK Rights: Gregory & Co.
US Rights: Gregory & Co.
Translation Rights: DHA(Claire Morris)
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Additional Info:
Extent - TBC
Illustrations - No
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript due April 2018

Returning to the crumbling ruin of Bledesford Hall in Somerset
County, home to the Dearlove family for generations, all Sylvie
wants to do is go to ground and lick her wounds – only to
be told that her parents are finally selling up for good. Beset
by self-doubt, she starts helping them prepare the estate for
sale - only to find hidden in the attic a thrilling cache of old
steamer trunks and tea chests full of elaborate dresses and
accessories acquired from across the globe by five generations
of fashionable Dearlove women. Sifting through them, she
comes to realise that not everything about the Dearloves is as
it’s always appeared to be...
A romantic, warm, and glamorous tale of family, friendship
and the insecurities that sabotage our best efforts, Dressing
the Dearloves explores the powerful bonds between women,
the corrosiveness of family secrets, and the seductive power of
dressing up.’

Kelly Doust is the author of five non-fiction books including the
fashion memoir, A Life in Frocks. With a career spanning book
publishing and publicity in the UK, Hong Kong and Australia,
she has written for Vogue, Australian Women’s Weekly and The
South China Morning Post. Kelly currently lives in Sydney with her
husband and daughter.
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David Higham
Titles

Mother
Hannah Begbie

An exceptionally powerful debut, Mother explores the
sharp edges of parenthood
When her daughter Mia finally arrives, Cath is delighted by the
prospect of a life newly-filled with nappies and night-feeds
and mother-and-baby groups. It has been a long and painful
struggle to get there.
But her idyll lasts just twenty-five days. On the twenty-fifth day
Mia is diagnosed with a deadly genetic illness and the new life
that Cath had anticipated is instead filled with antibiotics and
breathing therapies and statistics about her daughter’s future.

UK: HarperCollins - 20th September
2018
UK Editor: Martha Ashby
US Rights: HarperCollins
Primary Agent: VB
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: St John Donald
(United Agents)
Rights Sold:
Italian - Fabbri
Additional Info:
Extent - TBC
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Copy-edited
manuscript
Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Cath’s anxiety and grief isolates her from other mothers and
from her friends, her family and her husband, driving her into
loneliness and despair – until she meets someone who can
finally offer her comfort and reassurance: Richard, married, and
father to a teenage daughter with the same illness as Mia.
Richard is utterly convinced that their children’s illness is on the
brink of being cured. This is everything that Cath has longed to
hear; she is quickly seduced by his confidence. In Cath, Richard
also finds what he has been searching for: someone who’ll
believe him when he says that everything is going to be okay
in the end.
But as the relationship develops it ends up threatening the lives
of both their respective children. All too late Cath sees that
her actions, far from helping her child, may end up stripping
decades from Mia’s lifespan. In a complex tangle of selfish
desire, fear, denial and duty, must Cath’s new identity as a
‘mother’ now trump all others as she seeks to atone? And if so,
what else will be left of her?

Hannah Begbie studied Art History at Cambridge University. She
went on to become a talent agent, representing BAFTA and
Edinburgh Comedy Award-winning writers for fifteen years until
her youngest son was diagnosed with cystic fibrosis.
In 2015 she joined the board of The Cystic Fibrosis Trust, to raise
awareness and advocate for the CF community. She also
enrolled in The Novel Studio course at City University, winning
that year’s new writing prize. The book she developed there
became her debut novel, Mother.
She lives in north London with her husband, a screenwriter, and
their two sons.
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Ironopolis
Glen James Brown

The Burn Estate is doomed

The Burn Estate is doomed. Bulldozers are ready to
obliterate its 60 years of life. 60 years of stories.
Vincent Barr is part of every story. Legendary, terrifying,
he stands at the intersection of three generations of the
sprawling council estate marooned on the outskirts of
Ironopolis, Middlesbrough’s nickname during its long-gone
industrial heyday.

UK: Parthian - 28th May 2018
UK Editor: Rich Davies
US Rights: DHA (VB)
Primary Agent: VB
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (NL)
Additional Info:
Extent - 120,000 words
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Page proofs
Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg
Associates
Japanese - TBC

There is nothing Vincent hasn’t been mixed up in: boyhood
pranks gone horrifyingly wrong. Exploding WWII bombs.
Acid rave’s comeups and brutal comedowns. The sinister
underbelly of the greyhound racing industry. Ancient,
child-drowning Tees River witches hell-bent on havoc. Cult
artists and hungover hairdressers. And, finally, his own son
Alan – a lifelong misfit with a limp – who is closing in on their
family’s darkest secret of all…
Glen James Brown was born in County Durham in 1982.
Having read and written throughout childhood and
adolescence, he went to study English at Becketts
University in 2001. He then worked as a teacher in London
and abroad while continuing to write.
In 2013, he won an Arts and Humanities Research Council
scholarship to study for an MA in Creative Writing, where
he graduated with distinction, and the Kate Betts Memorial
Award. The novel he began there, Ironopolis, is set to be
published by Parthian in May 2018. He lives in Manchester.
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The Quiet Side of Passion
Alexander McCall Smith

Isabel becomes involved in a delicate paternity case in the
twelfth instalment of the ever-popular Isabel Dalhousie series
Isabel is befriended by a single mother whose son goes to school
with Isabel’s son. The boy is the product of an affair Patricia
had with a well-known Edinburgh musician, who was, rumour
has it, initially reluctant to contribute financially to the child’s
upkeep. Isabel tries to be supportive, but then she sees Patricia
in the company of an untrustworthy man and she begins to
investigate the true paternity of the child.
Yet when Isabel takes her suspicions to the musician, she finds
that, although paying child support is taking a severe financial
toll on him, he likes the idea of being the boy’s father and
wishes he could have more of a relationship with him. Patricia,
however, is only interested in his financial support…

UK: Little, Brown - June 2018
UK Editor: Richard Beswick
US: Pantheon - July 2018
US Editor: Edward Kastenmeier
Primary Agent: CW
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (GR)
Additional Info:
Extent - 256 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript. Edited manuscript due
March 2018
All Titles and Previous Publishers
Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

As Isabel navigates this ethically-complex situation, she is also
reconsidering her work/life balance and dealing with her niece,
Cat, who has taken up with a tattoo artist. Isabel considers
herself open-minded, but has Cat pushed it too far this time?
Alexander McCall Smith is one of the world’s most prolific and
most popular authors. For many years he was a professor
of medical law, and, then, after the publication of his highly
successful No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series, which has
sold over 25 million copies, he devoted his time to the writing
of fiction and has seen his books translated into 46 languages
and become bestsellers throughout the world. These include
the 44 Scotland St novels, the Isabel Dalhousie novels and the
Von Igelfeld series. In 2017 he received the National Arts Club
of America Medal of Honor for Achievement in Literature.
Praise for the Isabel Dalhousie series:
‘Brimming with discreet charm.’ - Mail on Sunday
‘Elegant and charming as always, the latest in the Isabel
Dalhousie series is as reflective and cultured as its central
character.’ - Good Book Guide
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The No.1 Ladies’ Detective Agency:
20th Anniversary!

Alexander McCall Smith

A 20th Anniversary edition of the first title of McCall Smith’s
bestselling series
Fans around the world adore the No.1 Ladies’ Detective Agency
series and its proprietor, Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s premier
lady detective.
First published in the summer of 1998, over the years, this delightful
and influential novel, has been made into a TV film and series,
and plays based on the book and written by Alexander now
form the longest running returning serial on BBC Radio 4.
The book is published in 46 languages around the globe and
Alexander is much in demand by the audiences of book
festivals the world over. Total sales of all of his books have now
reached 30 million plus.

UK: Little, Brown - 26th July 2018
UK Editor: Richard Beswick
Primary Agent: CW
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (GR)

In the first book of the bestselling series, Mma Ramotswe - with
help from her loyal associate, Grace Makutsi - navigates her
cases and her personal life with wisdom, good humour and the
occasional cup of tea.

Current Publishers:
Finnish - Otava
French - 10/18
Italian - TEA Editori
Russian - Ripol
Swedish - Norstedt

Wayward daughters. Missing Husbands. Philandering partners.
Curious conmen. If you’ve got a problem, and no one else can
help you, then pay a visit to Precious Ramotswe, Botswana’s
only - and finest - female private detective.

Additional Info:
Extent - 240 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Final files
Previous Publishers For the No.1
Ladies’ Series
Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Her methods may not be conventional but she’s got warmth,
wit and canny intuition on her side, not to mention Mr J. L. B.
Matekoni, the charming proprietor of Tlokweng Road Speedy
Motors.
Praise for the No 1 Ladies’ series:
‘Every so often an author appears who makes you believe in
the power of talent over hype… You find yourself laughing and
crying’ – New Statesman
‘Full of warmth, fun, heat and dust’ – Daily Mail
‘In Mma Ramotswe, [McCall Smith] minted one of the most
memorable heroines in any modern fiction’ - Newsweek
‘There is no end to the pleasure that may be extracted from
these books.’ - New York Times
‘Enchanting ... McCall Smith’s blend of gentle humor and
insights into human nature is irresistible.’ - Publishers Weekly
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The Last Good Man
Thomas McMullan

As if Jesse Ball and Ted Hughes were roaming the village of
Shirley Jackson’s The Lottery or getting into trouble on the
Loney…
GEOFF SHARPE DOESN’T CUT THE MEAT GOOD. I SAW GEOFF
SHARPE STEALING SLITHERS. PETER MORRIS IS A CHEAT. PETER
MORRIS SPLIT A ROOSTER’S HEAD.
Welcome to Dartmoor…but not quite. The lambs are waterlogged. The pigs are burning in their dreams. There are bones
in the forest and ashes in the bracken. Sheep bleeding out into
the Blackbrook. Rations of red paint in every house. Men in the
square tied tight to a stake.

UK: On submission
UK Editor: TBC
US Rights: Marya Spence (Janklow &
Nesbit)
Primary Agent: HM
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (NL)
Additional Info:
Extent - 246 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript
Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg
Associates
Japanese - TBC

These last few years have come with their challenges, yes?
Sometimes it can be hard to know up from down. It can be
impossible to make out the edges. To separate bad deeds
from good deeds. But people act best when they know they
are being observed. And with clear, fair rules a community can
govern itself.
In the middle of the village stands an enormous stone wall.
Any of us can write on it anonymously about our neighbours.
Nothing happens if there’s only one allegation. Or two. But any
more than that and there’ll be a burden to carry. And if the
words are strong, if they are a tough bunch of sentences, then
we will come to your door with metal poles, and we will make
you pay for what you’ve done. One man doesn’t have the right
to decide another’s fate. A community, however...
Don’t try to run because the bogs are deep. That’s what
we’ve all been told. The bogs are deep and if you leave you
will be sucked into the ground. Deep down we’re fond of one
another, but you can’t go throwing words around and not
expect anyone to get hurt. And it keeps the peace. It keeps
the community going. And that’s something we need right now
in the world, isn’t it? A bit of community. A bit of sense.
And Duncan Peck is the first visitor we’ve had in years…
Thomas McMullan is a London-based writer and journalist. He
has been published by Lighthouse, 3:AM Magazine, Minor
Literature[s], The Stockholm Review and Cours de Poétique,
and featured in Best British Short Stories 2016. His articles have
appeared in the Guardian, The Observer, The TLS, Frieze, Sight
& Sound and New Statesman.
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The Clockmaker’s Daughter
Kate Morton

The highly-anticipated new novel from the Sunday Times
best-selling author

My real name, no one remembers.
The truth about that summer, no one else knows.
In the summer of 1862, a group of young artists led by the
passionate and talented Edward Radcliffe descends upon
Birchwood Manor in rural Oxfordshire. Their plan: to spend a
secluded summer month in a haze of inspiration and creativity.
But by the time their stay is over, one woman has been shot
dead while another has disappeared; a priceless heirloom is
missing; and Edward Radcliffe’s life is in ruins.
Over one hundred and fifty years later, Elodie Winslow, a young
archivist in London, uncovers a leather satchel containing two
seemingly unrelated items: a sepia photograph of an arrestingUK: Macmillan - 20th September 2018 looking woman in Victorian clothing, and an artist’s sketchbook
UK Editor: Maria Rejt
containing
US: Atria (Simon & Schuster) the drawing of a twin-gabled house on the bend of a river.
6th October 2018
US Editor: Lisa Keim
AUS: Allen and Unwin - 12th
September 2018
AUS Editor: Annette Barlow
Primary Agent: LK
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (NL)

Additional Info:
Extent - TBC
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Copyedited
manuscript due April 2018
All Titles and Previous Publishers
Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Japan Uni

Why does Birchwood Manor feel so familiar to Elodie? And who
is the beautiful woman in the photograph? Will she ever give
up her secrets?
Told by multiple voices across time, The Clockmaker’s Daughter
is a story of murder, mystery and thievery, of art, love and
loss. And flowing through its pages like a river, is the voice of
a woman who stands outside time, whose name has been
forgotten by history, but who has watched it all unfold: Birdie
Bell, the clockmaker’s daughter.
Kate Morton grew up in the mountains of south-east Queensland
and lives now with her family in London. Kate writes books
about secrets and the way they haunt their keepers; time and
its passage; the interweaving of the present and the past; the
knots and tangles of family; history, mystery and memory. The
House at Riverton was a Sunday Times #1 bestseller in the UK in
2007 and since then, Kate’s first five novels have sold over 11
million copies in 32 languages, across 39 countries.
Praise for The Lake House:
‘Compelling... Morton’s plotting is impeccable, and her finely
wrought characters... are as surprised as readers will be by the
astonishing conclusion.’ - Publishers Weekly (starred review)
‘Brilliant... delivers the satisfactions of all her bestsellers since
debuting with The House at Riverton... perfect books for just
about every reader.’ - Library Journal

Literary and Upmarket Fiction 25

Graceland
Bethan Roberts

A brilliant recreation of the early life of Elvis Presley, the
making of ‘the King’, and a heartbreaking portrait of the
very intense love between him and his mother, Gladys
A poignant, evocative, beautifully detailed look at Elvis’s
childhood – opening when he’s almost 3, standing outside the
jail house gates, waiting for his mother to return from visiting his
father, taking us through the poverty of his early years in Tupelo,
Mississippi (they moved house so many times he lost count), his
growing obsession with music, and girls, the development of his
own very distinctive style, the family’s move to Memphis, and
– most important – the very close relationship with his mother.
We see the whirlwind of the first years of his phenomenal
success as a singer and actor, his growing dependency on pills,
and the book ends in 1958 when the family have just moved to
Graceland, Elvis has just joined the US army, and his beloved
mother dies.

UK: Chatto & Windus - Spring 2019
UK Editor: Poppy Hampson
US Rights: Grainne Fox (Fletcher &
Co)
Primary Agent: VB
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (GR)
Additional Info:
Extent - 128,000 words
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript. Page proofs due August
2018
Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg
Associates
Japanese - TBC

Bethan Roberts was born in Abingdon. Her first novel The Pools
was published in 2007 and won a Jerwood/Arvon Young Writers’
Award. Her second novel The Good Plain Cook (2008), was
serialised on BBC Radio 4s Book at Bedtime and was chosen
as one of Time Out’s books of the year. My Policeman was
the 2012 Brighton City Read and Irish Times Book of the Year.
Bethan has worked in television, and has taught creative writing
at Chichester University and Goldsmiths College, London. She
lives in Brighton with her family.
Her latest novel Mother Island won a Jerwood Fiction Uncovered
Prize.

Praise for Bethan Roberts:
‘Roberts writes fantastically well about motherhood.’ Kate Saunders, The Times (on Mother Island)
‘A gripping read.*****’ - Viv Groskop, Red magazine (on My
Policeman)
‘A beautifully observed portrait.’ - Daily Mail (on The Good Plain
Cook)
‘A cool and relevant novel.’ - Sunday Express
(on The Pools)
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Kathryn Scanlan
Aug 9 - Fog
A moving, singular and human piece of literature that
transcends easy categorisation…
Kathryn Scanlan acquired a stranger’s diary at a public estate
auction. The author resided in a small Illinois town and she was
eighty-six years old when she began recording in it. Kathryn
read the diary compulsively. She typed out the sentences that
caught her attention. Then, for fifteen years, she played with the
sentences, editing, arranging and rearranging them, asking -

Aug 9 - Fog
UK: Little Island Press - Spring 2019
UK Editor: Andrew Latimer
US: Farrar, Straus and Giroux - Spring
2019
US Editor: Emily Bell
Additional Info:
Extent - 108 pages (around 2,100
words)
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript

The Dominant Animal
UK: Little Island Press - TBC
UK Editor: Andrew Latimer
US: Farrar, Straus and Giroux - Spring
2019
US Editor: Emily Bell
Additional Info:
Extent - approx 27,000 words
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript

What is the use of continuing to play with these words that are
not — despite all my twisting — my own? Why does it compel
me so? Isn’t it terribly banal? Is it like a game I come back to
because I’ve not mastered it?
Is it some kind of sacred text — meant for me and me alone?
As if an Elizabeth Strout character wrote John Berryman’s The
Dream Songs, these are strange, compelling despatches from
the dirty frontlines of living. Aug 9 - Fog is an unforgettable
portrait of an ordinary life made extraordinary by the artful
hand of its highly original and unofficial editor.

The Dominant Animal
A collection of short stories and vignettes of anonymous
people in anonymous towns, filled with disquiet, power, morbid and tender horror…

By now you must think me infirm or dead, and truth be told I was
both for a time. I wanted to tell you now that I am alive. I want
you to know it, so that you’ll think better of me when you think
of me, if you think of me…
With the economy of Lydia Davis and the uncanny magic of
Joy Williams and Claire-Louise Bennett, these are stories of grim
delight, innovation and immaculate artistry.
No mercy, says one of Scanlan’s men, and that is how it feels
to encounter this debut collection – it is a bold, sometimes
triumphant reckoning with human affliction and resilience.

Primary Agent: HM
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (PK/CI)
Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Kathryn Scanlan has degrees in painting, writing and English
from the University of Iowa and the School of the Art Institute of
Chicago. She lives in Los Angeles. Her stories have appeared
in NOON, Fence, American Short Fiction, Tin House, Caketrain
and The Iowa Review amongst other places.
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Before She Sleeps
Bina Shah

A modern day parable for women living in repressive
regimes, reminiscent of The Handmaid’s Tale

In Green City, the capital of South West Asia, gender selection,
war and disease have brought the ratio of women to men
to alarmingly low levels. The government uses terror and
technology to control its people and women must take multiple
husbands to have as many children as possible.
Yet there are women who resist, women who live in the Panah
- an underground collective- and refuse to be part of the
system. Secretly protected by the highest echelons of power,
they emerge only at night, to provide to the rich and elite of
Green City a commodity that nobody can buy, intimate, nonsexual companionship. But not even the most influential men in
the city can shield the women of the Panah from discovery and
the danger of ruthless punishment.
UK: On submission
UK Editor: N/A
US: Delphinium Books - 8th August
2018
US Editor: Joseph Olshan
Primary Agent: JW
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Additional Info:
Extent - 200 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Edited
manuscript
Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg
Associates
Japanese - TBC

This dystopian novel from one of Pakistan’s most talented writers
is a modern day parable answering The Handmaid’s Tale with
an explosive imagining of women’s lives in repressive Middle
Eastern and South Asian countries. It takes the patriarchal
practices of female seclusion and veiling, gender selection and
control over women’s bodies and amplifies them to envision a
world of post-religious authoritarianism over women’s lives.

Bina Shah was born in Karachi, Pakistan and was raised
in Charlottesville, Virginia, and Karachi. She graduated in
Psychology from Wellesley College, Massachusetts; and went
on to complete a Masters in Education from the Harvard
Graduate School of Education. Returning to Pakistan in 1995,
she began to write extensively for Pakistani newspapers and
the Pakistani Web site Chowk. Shah is the author of six books.
Slum Child was a bestseller.
Her humorous writing, political satire, and clear-eyed view of
social issues have earned her critical praise and a devoted
following all over the world. She is a New York Times columnist,
blogs at: http://binashah.blogspot.com and has 58K followers
on Twitter - @binashah
Praise for A Season for Martyrs:
‘An intriguing novel which blends events in contemporary
Pakistan with ancient Sindh... Bina Shah has drawn heavily on
her own cultural heritage, combining fact with fiction, past with
living memory.’ - Victoria Schofield
‘Shah writes with grace and fluency, and it is clear from the
start that her book reflects a maturity in style and skill at plotmanagement that are the hallmarks of the seasoned writer.
Shah writes about her native soil as only an insider can. What
gives the novel additional warmth and lustre is the manner…’ Midwest Book Review
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Come a Little Closer
Rachel Abbott

They will be coming soon. They come every night.

Snow is falling softly as a young woman takes her last breath.
Fifteen miles away, two women sit silently in a dark kitchen. They
don’t speak, because there is nothing to be said.
Another woman boards a plane to escape the man who is
trying to steal her life. But she will have to return, sooner or later.
These strangers have one thing in common. They each made
one bad choice - and now they have no choices left. Soon
they won’t be strangers, they’ll be family…

UK: Kindle Direct Publishing- 15th
February 2018
UK Editor: N/A
US Rights: Kindle Direct Publishing
Primary Agent: LK
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (GR)
Additional Info:
Extent - 406 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Final files
All Titles and Previous Publishers
Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - English Agency Japan

When DCI Tom Douglas is called to the cold, lonely scene of
a suspicious death, he is baffled. Who is she? Where did she
come from? How did she get there?
How many more must die? Who is controlling them, and how
can they be stopped?
Rachel Abbott is an author of psychological thrillers. Her first
six books have combined to sell over three million copies, and
have all been bestsellers on Amazon’s Kindle store. In 2015, she
was named the 14th bestselling author over the last five years
on Amazon’s Kindle in the UK.
More by Rachel Abbott:
In her first standalone thriller, Rachel Abbott asks whether there
can be a good defence for murder when an abused woman
stands trial for the murder of her husband. And So It Begins will
be published by Headline in November 2018: a print publishing
debut for the self-publishing megastar.
Praise for Come a Little Closer:
‘Clever, creepy and compelling.’ - Sharon Bolton
‘Come A Little Closer is a very twisty mix of dark psychological
thriller and intelligent police procedural. Rachel Abbott
has created an intricate web of lies and deceit.’ - Victoria
Goldman
‘The tangled web Rachel Abbott weaves is both intriguing
and horrifying and I found myself living this story. I was totally
gripped by it.’ - Kath Middleton
‘What a cracker of a book! Spellbinding. Breathtaking. The
pace just builds and builds to the climax giving you a really
uneasy feeling in your bones. And that ending! OMG! What a
shocker!’ - Kim Nash
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The Pretty
Steve Chamberlain

The mid-1980s, somewhere underground, below the English
Channel...
It should have been a straightforward gig for journalist Charlie
Valentine: a simple colour piece checking on the progress of the
digging of the Channel Tunnel, one of the biggest engineering
projects in the world. Whether it’s important enough to skip a
precious day with her little boy Davey is another matter, but
for Charlie the story is always the winner. And she’s about to
stumble on the biggest story of her life.

UK: On submission
UK Editor: N/A
US Rights: DHA (AMG)
Primary Agent: AMG
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (NL)
Additional Info:
Extent - TBC
Illustrations - YES (TBC)
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript
Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

At the sharp end of the dig, Charlie’s poised to interview Weir,
the troubled driver of the TBM, the tunnel boring machine that
carves its way through the seabed. But before she can get her
notebook out, catastrophe strikes: there is a massive collapse
into a void already there, below the tunnel’s planned trajectory
and missed by the surveys. Charlie and three others survive the
cave-in, and are forced to accept that any rescuers will end
up looking in the wrong place. They begin to explore the void,
assuming it to be a natural cavern of some sort. Until, that is,
they see a footprint in the mud – a bare footprint. And then a
spade. And then...

The Pretty is an astonishingly original and gripping thriller, full of
vividly imagined detail and a premise too delicious to reveal in
a blurb. It marks the arrival of a major talent.
Steve Chamberlain works for the Guardian newspaper. This is
his first novel.
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Cross Her Heart
Sarah Pinborough

Cross my heart and hope to die…

Is it Lisa?
Haunted by a tragic past, all Lisa wants is a quiet life with her
daughter, Ava. And when she meets a new man, things seem
to be falling into place. But Lisa is hiding a secret so momentous
it could shatter her entire world...
Is it Ava?
When sixteen-year-old Ava saves a young boy’s life, she
becomes a local hero. But never in a million years could she
have anticipated the fallout of her actions...
Is it Marilyn?
UK: HarperCollins - 17th May 2018
UK Editor: Natasha Bardon
US Rights: HarperCollins - 4th
September 2018
Primary Agent: VB
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: Sean Gascoine
(United Agents)
Rights sold:
Czech - BookMedia
Dutch - House of Books
French - Préludes Noir
German - Rowohlt
Hebrew- Yedioth
Hungarian - TBC
Italian - Piemme
Lithuanian - Baltos Lankos
Polish - Proszynski Media
Turkish - Penguen Kitap
Additional Info:
Extent - 384 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Final files
All Titles and Previous Publishers
Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Marilyn has the perfect life, her husband, her job, her house she seems to have it all. But she could never admit to her best
friend Lisa the lies she tells herself to get through the day...

One moment will change these three women’s lives forever.
And the secrets they’ve been keeping could destroy them all...
The explosive new thriller for Sunday Times best-selling author,
Sarah Pinborough.

Sarah Pinborough is a Sunday Times bestselling and critically
acclaimed adult and YA author. Sarah was the 2009 winner of
the British Fantasy Award for Best Short Story and also the 2010
and 2014 winner of the British Fantasy Award for Best Novella,
and she has four times been short-listed for Best Novel. She is
also a screenwriter who has written for the BBC and has several
original television projects in development. Her most recent
novel is the Sunday Times bestselling thriller Behind Her Eyes.
Praise for Behind Her Eyes:
‘Sarah Pinborough slays.’- Joe Hill, author of Horns
‘Was awake into small hours finishing @SarahPinborough’s
Behind Her Eyes. Piledriver domestic thriller with pull-the-rug-out
ending.’ - Ian Rankin
‘Sarah Pinborough’s Behind Her Eyes will have you tearing
through the pages to get to the shocking ending.’ - Stylist Pick
of the Best New Books of 2017
‘I’m going to stick my neck out and say that Behind Her Eyes will
be one of the biggest thrillers of 2017.’ - Red Online
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The Old You
Louise Voss
A tense, Hitchcockian psychological thriller
In this nail-bitingly modern domestic noir Louise Voss returns with
her darkest, most chilling, novel yet...
Lynn Naismith gave up the job she loved when she married Ed,
the love of her life, but it was worth it for the happy years they
enjoyed together. Now, ten years on, Ed has been diagnosed
with early-onset dementia, and things start to happen; things
more sinister than missing keys and lost words. As some memories
are forgotten, others, long buried, begin to surface... and Lynn’s
perfect world begins to crumble.
But is it Ed’s mind playing tricks, or hers...?
UK: Orenda Books - 15th May 2018
UK Editor: Karen Sullivan
US Rights: Orenda Books
Primary Agent: VB
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: Luke Speed (Curtis
Brown)
Additional Info:
Extent - 300 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Page proofs
Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Over her eighteen-year writing career, Louise Voss has had
books out via pretty much every publishing model there is, from
deals with major traditional publishing houses (Transworld and
HarperCollins), to digital-only (the Amazon-owned Thomas &
Mercer) and self-publishing - she and co-author Mark Edwards
were the first UK indie-published authors to hit the No. 1 spot on
Amazon back in 2011.
She has had eleven novels published in total, five solo and
six co-written, a combination of psychological thrillers, police
procedurals and contemporary fiction. Louise has an MA(Dist)
in Creative Writing and also works as a literary consultant and
mentor for writers at www.thewritingcoach.co.uk. She lives
in South-West London and is a proud member of two female
crime-writing collectives, The Slice Girls and Killer Women.
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Inhuman Interest
Holly Watt

Stunning debut thriller featuring a brilliant new series character

Investigative reporter Casey Benedict is on the prowl. Flirting in
a nightclub, she thinks she’s chasing one story only to stumble
across another – overhearing a drunken hedge-funder making
an extraordinary boast. Rumours of a highly exclusive club,
where those with deep enough pockets and shallow enough
morals can get their kicks.
How they do this seems unbelievable, inhuman. But the
possibility that it’s more than an idle boast pushes Casey and
her team into an investigation that takes them across Europe
and into the lawless wastes of post-Gaddafi Libya.

UK: Bloomsbury - Spring 2019
UK Editor: Alison Hennessey
US Rights: DHA(AMG)
Primary Agent: AMG
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (GR)

Breathlessly entertaining, Inhuman Interest is a chillingly
believable insight into the darker side of the global elite.
Holly Watt started her career at the Sunday Times, before
working on the investigation teams at the Telegraph, where she
played a key role in exposing the MPs’ expenses scandal, and
the Guardian. She is currently a senior reporter at the Guardian.

Additional Info:
Extent - 100,000 words
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript due April 2018
Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - TBC
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One Day in Paris
Alex George

A spellbinding story of art and love in 1920s Paris

One Day in Paris is a beautifully beguiling and cleverly crafted
piece of fiction, revolving around the lives of four people in
Paris in 1927, whose very different characters and trajectories
nevertheless bring them into each other’s orbit in surprising
and dramatic ways. A secretary to Proust, wracked with guilt
by a betrayal of his trust; an artist whose only saleable work
represents an unattainable dream; a journalist who wants
nothing more than to escape to New York; and an Armenian
puppeteer, acting out the trauma of his adolescence to the
children of the Jardins du Luxembourg... and weaving in and
out, a number of delicious cameos from the likes of Gertrude
Stein, Josephine Baker and Hemingway.
UK: On submission
UK Editor: N/A
US: Flatiron Books - Summer 2019
US Editor: Amy Einhorn
Primary Agent: AMG
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (NL)
Additional Info:
Extent - approx 70,000 words
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript due March 2018
Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

One Day in Paris is a love letter to Paris, and to our idea of Paris
in its pre-war artistic heyday; a literary version of the film Amélie.
Alex George is the acclaimed author of A Good American and
Setting Free the Kites. An Englishman by birth, he now lives and
works in Missouri.
Praise for Setting Free the Kites:
‘George combines wit, sorrow and nostalgia into a story
readers young and old will not forget... heartbreaking and real.’
- Vox Magazine
‘Generous, poignant... a beautifully wrought work.’
- Library Journal
‘[A] touching story... George is masterly in his rendition of
Maine landscapes and the emotional swings of adolescence.’
- Publishers Weekly
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The Lost Letters
Sarah Mitchell

What if keeping your loved ones safe meant never seeing
them again?

Canada, Present Day
When Martha’s beloved father dies, he leaves her two things: a
mysterious stash of letters to an Englishwoman called ‘Catkins’
and ownership of a beach hut in the English seaside town of
Wells-Next-The-Sea. Martha is at a painful crossroads in her own
life, and seizes this chance for a trip to England – to discover
more about her family’s past, and the identity of her father’s
secret correspondent.

Norfolk, 1940

UK: Bookouture - 2nd August 2018
UK Editor: Jenny Geras
US Rights: Bookouture
Primary Agent: VB
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Additional Info:
Extent - 300 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Page proofs
Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg
Associates
Japanese - TBC

Sylvia’s husband Howard has gone off to war, and she is
struggling to raise her two children alone. Her only solace is her
beach hut in Wells, and her friendship with Connie, a woman
she meets on the beach. The two women form a bond that will
last a lifetime, and Sylvia tells Connie a secret that no-one else
knows: about a secret lover… and a child.
But the tragedy of war brings heartbreaking choices. And a
promise made between the two women will echo down the
years, and change everything Martha thought she knew about
her family…
Perfect for fans of The Secret Wife by Gill Paul and The Letter by
Kathryn Hughes.
Sarah Mitchell grew up in Norfolk and studied Law at Cambridge
University. She practised as a barrister in London for 20 years
in the field of Human Rights and European Law before being
tempted by an introductory Creative Writing course at the
Open University. That led to her taking an MA in Creative
Writing – Prose Fiction at the UEA, which she completed with
distinction. She now lives back in Norfolk with her husband and
three almost-grown-up children, and combines writing with
some legal work.
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Wartime Brides and Wedding Cakes
Amy Miller

A romantic and heart-warming tale of cakes and confetti,
perfect for fans of Sheila Newberry, Nadine Dorries and
Ellie Dean
Times are tougher than ever, but at the Barton Bakery in
Bournemouth, Audrey is determined as always to serve the
town with love, loaves and cakes, even as the town is reeling
from the struggles of the Blitz.
Audrey’s brother William has returned from battle with serious
wounds. His fiancé Elsie is waiting for wedding bells, but William
is a changed man, and will her hopes be in vain?
Bakery helper Maggie has her heart set on dashing officer
George. But will George still want to marry her when he discovers
the truth about her family?

UK: Bookouture - 7th March 2018
UK Editor: Jenny Geras
US Rights: Bookouture
Primary Agent: VB
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (GR)
Additional Info:
Extent - 230 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Final manuscript
Rights sold for Heartaches and
Christmas Cakes:
Italian - Newton Compton
Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

And Lily, Audrey’s stepsister, is struggling to raise her illegitimate
baby and facing judgement from many in the town. The man
who broke her heart returns with an offer, and Lily faces a hard
decision about where her future lies.
When disaster strikes the bakery, Audrey fears that everything
she has worked for may be ruined. With her shop threatened
and her family in turmoil, can she fight to save everything she
holds dear?
Amy Miller lives in Dorset with her husband and two children.
Her first saga novel, Heartaches and Christmas Cakes, was
published by Bookouture in 2017 and went to #1 on Amazon
Saga charts, #46 overall and sold over 12k copies in just a few
weeks. She has previously written women’s fiction under the
name Amy Bratley.
Praise for Amy Miller:
‘An absolutely brilliant family saga. A perfect read for these
colder nights curled up with a nice cup of tea!’ - Goodreads
reviewer, 5 stars (on Heartaches and Christmas Cakes)
Praise for Amy Miller (as Amy Bratley):
‘Inspired by the vintage trend, The Girls’ Guide to
Homemaking by Amy Bratley is a novel about easing
heartbreak
by
using
‘50s
homemaking
manuals.’
- ASOS magazine
‘This of-the-moment debut novel by this brilliant writer features
rotten men, good men, hand-made parons and family secrets.
It’s a fresh new style of chick lit which everyone will find utterly
unputdownable.’ - Take It Easy
‘Superior’ - Grazia
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The Man Who Didn’t Call/Ghosted
Rosie Walsh
The biggest international women’s fiction launch of 2018

Six perfect days. Then he disappeared.
A love story with a secret at its heart.

GHOSTED
A Novel

R O S I E WA L S H
UK: Macmillan (Mantle) - 14th June
2018
UK Editor: Sam Humphreys
US: Pam Dorman Books, Viking
Penguin - 23rd July 2018
US Editor: Pam Dorman
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (NL)
Rights Sold:
Arabic - Hachette Antoine
Bulgarian - Hermes
Croatian - Lumen
Czech - Albatros
Danish - Gyldendal
Dutch - Meulenhoff De Boekerij
Estonian - Helios
Finnish - Otava
French - Editions Les Escales
German - Goldmann
Greek - Patakis
Hebrew - Yedioth
Hungarian - Maxim
Icelandic - Bókaútgáfan Tindur
Italian - Longanesi
Korean - RHK
Latvian -Zvaigzne ABC
Lithuanian - Alma Littera
Polish - Zysk
Portuguese in Brazil - Record
Portuguese in Portugal - Asa (Leya)
Romanian - Nemira
Russia- Hemiro
Serbian - Vulkan
Slovak - Ikar
Spanish and Catalan - Plaza & Janés
Swedish - Forum
Turkish - Yabanci

Six perfect days. Then he disappeared. A love story with
a secret at its heart
When Sarah meets Eddie, they connect instantly and fall in
love. To Sarah, it seems as though her life has finally begun. And
it’s mutual: it’s as though Eddie has been waiting for her, too.
Sarah has never been so certain of anything. So when Eddie
leaves for a long-booked vacation and promises to call from
the airport, she has no cause to doubt him. But he doesn’t call.
Sarah’s friends tell her to forget about him, but she can’t. She
knows something’s happened--there must be an explanation.
Minutes, days, weeks go by as Sarah becomes increasingly
worried. But then she discovers she’s right. There is a reason for
Eddie’s disappearance, and it’s the one thing they didn’t share
with each other: the truth.
Through Rosie’s tender investigations into matters of the heart,
this novel asks us what kind of happiness we are all looking for. It
reminds us of how vulnerable we are when we leave ourselves
open to love. It prompts us to forgive others and, most of all,
ourselves, for that vulnerability. And it teaches us that, ultimately,
the only cure for love lost, is love.
Rosie Walsh lives in Bristol. Under the pseudonym Lucy Robinson,
she blogged for Marie Claire about love and dating, and
published four novels in the UK. This is her first book under her
real name, Rosie Walsh. It will be published in 31 languages.
Praise for The Man Who Didnt Call/Ghosted:
‘A gorgeous love story with a dark secret at its heart. Beautifully
written, this is full of tenderness, humour and warmth... I adored
it. ‘ - Lucy Diamond
‘A wonderful love story...achingly sexy, modern, heart-breaking
...with the most fantastic twist.’ - Eve Chase
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Physical Intelligence
Claire Dale and
Patricia Peyton

The highly successful 4-part strategy for raising your
performance at work and home so that you can thrive in
a busy, challenging world
Do you wish you could be more focussed and productive?
Would you like to ensure your most confident performance
when the stakes are high and your stress levels are even higher?
The way your body reacts in any given situation determines your
ability to think clearly and your capacity for managing your
emotions. When you understand the way your body reacts and
how to manage it, your physical intelligence, you can handle
that stressful presentation, the make-or-break meeting and the
important pitch.

UK: Simon & Schuster - August 2018
UK Editor: Fritha Saunders
US Rights: Simon & Schuster
Primary Agent: AMG
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (N/A)
Rights Sold:
Complex Chinese - Business Weekly
Simplified Chinese - CITIC
German - Heyne
Korean - RHK
Russian - Alpine Books
Additional Info:
Extent - approx 70,000 words
Illustrations - YES (70 - 80 images - line
drawings and graphs)
Material Available - Proposal.
Unedited manuscript due March
2018
Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg
Associates
Japanese - English Agency Japan

Claire Dale and Patricia Peyton have spent the past 30 years
helping business leaders, top performers and professional
athletes improve their physical intelligence in order to achieve
outstanding success and a deeper sense of fulfilment.
This practical guide contains the effective techniques you need
to develop your strength, flexibility, resilience and endurance,
leaving you feeling confident and fully equipped to deal with
whatever comes your way. Each step-by-step strategy can be
easily integrated into a busy day and is combined with useful
tips and inspiring stories of people who have turned their lives
around through physical intelligence.
Claire Dale and Patricia Peyton run ‘Companies in Motion’,
offering coaching and leadership training to a host of
companies, including Coca-Cola, Sony and Bank of New York
Mellon.
Claire is also Senior Communications Tutor at RADA in Business,
specialising in leadership training, and has a background in
dance and choreography, having previously worked with Sir
Paul McCartney, CandoCo Dance Company and L’Oréal.
Patricia has spent over thirty years working with Fortune 500
and Fortune 100 organisations to help them improve their
performance.
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Create Space
Derek Draper

A leadership guide about creating the space to think, do,
connect or just be in the busy modern world
For one thousand generations human beings lived in a world of
limitless space. Life was hard but it was lived at a much slower
pace, in a less frantic, less demanding way.
In contrast, for our generation space – to think, do, connect
or just be – is in desperately short supply. We face a torrent of
information, choice and change. But it doesn’t have to be like
this. Through twelve fascinating stories inspired by his work as
an international leadership consultant and executive coach,
Derek Draper shows how to create the space you need and
take back control.

UK: Profile - Autumn 2018
UK Editor: Louisa Dunnigan
US Rights: DHA (AMG)
Primary Agent: AMG
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (N/A)
Rights Sold:
Russian - Exmo
Additional Info:
Extent - approx 70,000 words
Illustrations - YES (colour plates)
Material Available - Edited
manuscript due April 2018
Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Informed by over a decade of hands-on experience at
the most senior levels of business, the book draws on the
best of both classical and cutting-edge psychological and
behavioural thinking. Each story contains models, tool and tips
that have been used successfully in some of the world’s biggest
organisations to bring about improved performance and
meaningful change. The author shows clearly how you can use
all of this to make fundamental and sustainable breakthroughs
in your own life, that will lead to better performance at work and
a more fulfilling and successful career. It will help you become
the best leader you have it in you to be.

Derek Draper has worked as a leadership consultant, business
psychologist and executive coach for over twelve years. He is
the CEO of CDP Leadership Consultants and prior to founding
CDP was a Managing Consultant and Head of Business
Development for the UK and Europe at the global consultancy
YSC. Prior to this he worked in politics, as chief aide to Lord
Mandelson and was the founder of Progress, the moderate
think-tank and pressure group.
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Twentieth Century Women
Rebecca Birrell

You meet, you become familiar, you fall in love, and then –
well, and then what?
Can Gwen John’s sparsely furnished room tell the story of her
tumultuous affair with Auguste Rodin? Can Nina Hamnett’s wine
glass lead us to the Café Royal, Hamnett in a man’s jumper with
gothic dance moves, her intimate companionship in little things
with Roger Fry? What can Vanessa Bell and Dora Carrington’s
gloves and apples tell us about what it feels like to have more
than one man in one’s home and marriage? What can Paula
Modersohn-Becker’s fried eggs confess of her pleasure and
hunger? And what of Ethel Sands’ orchids and Gluck’s amaryllis,
what do they tell us about desire between women?

UK: Bloomsbury - TBC
UK Editor: Michael Fishwick
US Rights: DHA (HM)
Primary Agent: HM
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (NL)
Additional Info:
Extent - TBC
Illustrations - YES (TBC)
Material Available - Proposal
Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Adrift in an ordinary crisis, the loss of someone she loved for
years, Rebecca found herself questioning the validity and
usefulness of all that she had held to be intimacy. She sought
solace in the still life of twentieth century women, recognising in
them the same preoccupation but with a daring and candour
she lacked. Here were their histories of intimacy compiled by
way of the objects that bore witness, and there Rebecca was
- positioning herself before them as if trying to clamber inside,
ready to receive the advice they were offering...
Part memoir, part group biography, part art criticism, part
analysis of the structures of intimacy that make and dismantle
our lives, Twentieth Century Women is written with startling
emotional honesty and flair, and makes a moving, muchneeded argument for women’s desires and work as subjects of
serious enquiry.
Rebecca Birrell was born in Liverpool in 1991. She studied
English Literature at UCL, then Women’s Studies at The University
of Oxford on an Arts and Humanities Research Council
scholarship. She is currently based at the Edinburgh College of
Art. She was previously Assistant Curator of Exhibitions at the
Jewish Museum London, and before that occupied positions
in The Department of Prints and Drawing at The British Museum
and at The Charleston Trust.
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The Murder of Professor Schlick
David Edmonds

The end of the ‘Vienna Circle’

“Now, you damned bastard, there you have it!”. With these
words a deranged student shot dead the urbane professor,
Moritz Schlick, on 22 June, 1936. Schlick was en route to deliver
a lecture at the University of Vienna. His murder effectively
marked the end of the Vienna Circle, of which Schlick had
been the head. Fascism was on the rise, and most of the Circle
members would be forced to flee.

UK: Princeton University Press - Spring
2019
UK Editor: Al Bertrand
US Rights: Princeton University Press
Primary Agent: VB
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (GR)
Additional Info:
Extent - TBC
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript due April 2018
All Titles and Previous Publishers
Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

The Circle had promoted ‘Logical Positivism’, which became the
most fashionable movement in philosophy. They would meet
on a Thursday evening, to discuss causation, probability, infinity
and breakthroughs in science. They loathed metaphysics, and
wanted a new role for philosophy; they believed philosophy
could provide science with solid foundations. They included
intellectual titans like Rudolf Carnap and Kurt Gödel. Two of
the greatest philosophers of the twentieth century, Karl Popper
and Ludwig Wittgenstein, were also linked to the Circle.

The Murder of Professor Schlick is a book about the Circle, its
people and the extraordinary time and place in which they, all
too briefly, flourished.
David Edmonds is a presenter and producer for the BBC and a
Distinguished Research Fellow at the Uehiro Centre for Practical
Ethics at Oxford University. He has made programmes in over
60 countries, and has won many awards. He is the author or
co-author of 10 books which have been translated into 25
languages.
His journalism has appeared in, among other places, the
Guardian, The Times, the New Statesman, Prospect, Aeon,
the Wall Street Journal, the Los Angeles Times and the Jewish
Chronicle. David studied for undergraduate and postgraduate
degrees at Oxford and has a PhD in philosophy from the Open
University. He has held fellowships from the University of Chicago
and the University of Michigan.
Praise for Would You Kill the Fat Man?:
‘Would You Kill the Fat Man? has the cartoons and just about
everything else you could want in a thoughtful popular
treatment of such a subject. A marvel of economy and learning
worn lightly, Mr Edmonds’s book ranged pleasurably back to
Aquinas forward into the future of robots …’- Wall St Journal
‘After several decades maturing in university philosophy
departments, trolley-ology has burst into the public eye … In
Would you Kill the Fat Man? David Edmonds … tells the story
more plainly, yet with wit and panache.’ - New York Times
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On Nationalism
Eric Hobsbawm,
edited by Donald Sassoon

A timely collection of essays by one of the great historians of
our times
Before his death in 2012 at the age of ninety-five, the distinguished
historian Eric Hobsbawm left instructions for several posthumous
collections of his work to be published.

On Nationalism is the latest of these to be assembled, pulling
together his essays, reviews and other writings from his entire
career on the topic of nations and nationalism. In the febrile
world of the early twenty-first century, with international sabrerattling again in vogue and the post-war drive to supranational
organisations under challenge, his observations and analysis
could not be more timely, and remain as acute as ever.

UK: Little, Brown - Summer 2019
UK Editor: Richard Beswick
US Rights: DHA (AMG)
Primary Agent: AMG
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (NL)
Additional Info:
Extent - 300 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript due July 2018
All Titles and Previous Publishers
Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - English Agency Japan

Eric Hobsbawm was born in Egypt in 1917 but spent his childhood
in Vienna and Berlin, before coming to Britain in 1933. He
became the most important Marxist historian of the twentieth
century and was for many years emeritus professor at Birkbeck,
University of London. He died in 2012.

Eric Hobsbawm: On Nationalism is edited and introduced by
Professor Donald Sassoon, emeritus professor of history at Queen
Mary, University of London, and author of the acclaimed One
Hundred Years of Socialism and The Culture of the Europeans.
Praise for Eric Hobsbawm:
‘One of the greatest British historians of his age.’ – Daily Telegraph
‘A master historian’ – Independent
‘A masterpiece’ – Guardian (on The Age of Extremes)
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Foot Work
Tansy Hoskins

Ten things your shoes tell you about globalisation

Foot Work is a fascinating exploration of globalisation through
the prism of an ubiquitous and everyday product: the shoes
on our feet. Last year, around the world, around 63 million new
pairs of shoes were manufactured every day. That’s 23 billion
pairs a year.
How did we get to this point? What comes first, the overproduction or the over-consumption? How was the demand
created, and how is it fed? Who are the people – or rather,
who are the women; almost all of them are women – at the
coalfaces of this industry and what are the conditions in which
they are expected to work, often for levels of pay that are
unsustainable?
UK: Weidenfeld & Nicolson - Spring
2020
UK Editor: Holly Harley
US Rights: DHA (AMG)
Primary Agent: AMG
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)

Foot Work’s promise is to reveal ten things about globalisation
that we prefer not to know or think about. Many are of course
applicable to lots of other household objects, but it’s the
universality of shoes, as well as their longevity as a commodity,
that makes them the perfect vehicle for this journey.

Additional Info:
Extent - TBC
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Proposal.
Unedited manuscript due March
2019

Tansy Hoskins is the author of Stitched Up: The Anti-Capitalist
Book of Fashion, published in 2014 by Pluto Press. Stitched Up
won the 2015 ICA Bookshop Book of the Year and was shortlisted
for the Bread & Roses Prize. It has been translated into Turkish,
German, and Croatian. Tansy works as a freelance journalist
and is currently working for ITV’s Tonight programme – Britain’s
most-watched current affairs show.

Rights sold for Stitched Up:
Croatian – Sandorf
German – Rotpunkt
Turkish – Utopya
Korean – Mumhak
Spanish – Txalaparta
Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Praise for Stitched Up:
‘A book that hangs like a garment on a coat-hanger… Take it
off the hanger and put it on. By which I mean - read it and walk
through history.’- John Berger
‘Hoskins interrogates today’s fashion landscape with rigour,
intellectualism and gut instinct. Stitched Up contains a number
of splendidly-articulated seminal moments that will make you
view your wardrobe through a different lens.’ - Lucy Siegle
‘Thoroughly researched with a reach extending both globally
and historically, the book is packed with interesting examples,
and Hoskins’ engaging style makes it eminently readable.’ –
LSE Review of Books
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Haunted by Chaos
Sulmaan Wasif Kahn

A compelling history of China’s grand strategy from Mao
Zedong to Xi Jinping
Before the Chinese Communist Party came to power, China lay
broken and fragmented. Today it is a force on the global stage,
and yet its leaders have continued to be haunted by the past.
Drawing on an array of sources, Sulmaan Wasif Khan chronicles
the grand strategies that have sought not only to protect
China from aggression but also to ensure it would never again
experience the powerlessness of the late Qing and Republican
eras.

The dramatic variations in China’s modern history have
obscured the commonality of purpose that binds the country’s
leaders. Analysing the calculus behind their decision-making,
Khan explores how they wove diplomatic, military, and
economic power together to keep a fragile country safe in a
US: Harvard University Press - July 2018 world they saw as hostile. Dangerous and shrewd, Mao Zedong
US Editor: Kathleen McDermott
made China whole and succeeded in keeping it so, while the
UK: Harvard University Press - July
caustic, impatient Deng Xiaoping dragged China into the
2018
modern world. Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintao served as cautious
Primary Agent: AMG
custodians of the Deng legacy, but the powerful and deeply
Translation Rights: DHA
insecure Xi Jinping has shown an assertiveness that has raised
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
both fear and hope across the globe.
Additional Info:
Extent - 286 pages
Illustrations - YES (2 maps)
Material Available - Page proofs

Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - English Agency Japan

For all their considerable costs, China’s grand strategies have
been largely successful. But the country faces great challenges
today. Its population is ageing, its government is undermined
by corruption, its neighbours are arming out of concern over
its growing power, and environmental degradation threatens
catastrophe. A question Haunted by Chaos raises is whether
China’s time-tested approach can respond to the looming
threats of the twenty-first century.
Sulmaan Wasif Khan is Assistant Professor of International History
and Chinese Foreign Relations at the Fletcher School of Law
and Diplomacy, Tufts University.
Praise for Haunted by Chaos:
‘An outstanding contribution to our understanding of that most
urgent of contemporary geopolitical questions: what does
China want? Khan shows that Chinese grand strategy has
always been a blend of ideology and pragmatism—sometimes
skillful, sometimes careless, but always crucial to understanding
global history and politics.’ - Rana Mitter, author of Forgotten
Ally: China’s World War II, 1937–1945
‘Written with verve and insight, this will become the go-to book
for anyone interested in the foundations of China’s grand
strategy under Communist rule.’ - Odd Arne Westad, author of
The Cold War: A World History
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The Promise: Tales of Love and Loss
Xinran

The Promise explores a century of unprecedented change

in China through the love stories of one Beijing family

In 1919, the Hans were married in a ceremony arranged by
their families before they were even born. Given the countless
examples to be found in Chinese history of such unions ending
in tragedy, this couple had much to be grateful for. They came
from similar backgrounds, shared a deep love of poetry and
went on to have nine children. Fate would later divide these
children into three groups: three went to America or Hong
Kong to protect the family line from the communists, three were
married to revolutionaries and three met tragically with early
deaths.

UK: IB Tauris - December 2018
UK Editor: Tomasz Hoskins
US Rights: Bookouture
Primary Agent: VB
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Rights Sold:
French - Editions Philippe Picquier
German - Droemer Knaur
Additional Info:
Extent - 230 pages
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript
All Titles and Previous Publishers
Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

In The Promise, Xinran describes the lives and loves of the three
sisters who stayed in China and the different paths taken by
their descendants. With her trademark insightfulness, wisdom
and warmth, she examines how their outlooks on love and the
choices they made in life were affected by the great upheavals
of twentieth century China as a result of war, political turmoil
and western influence.
Xinran is a British–Chinese author, journalist and activist. Her
first book, The Good Women of China, was published in 2002,
sold in over thirty languages and became an international
bestseller. She has written one novel, Miss Chopsticks, and four
other non-fiction books: Sky Burial, China Witness, Message from
an Unknown Chinese Mother and most recently, Buy Me the
Sky (2015). She writes in Mandarin, but is based in London.
Praise for Xinran:
‘Xinran’s The Promise is an epic account depicting the
emotional life of four generations of a Chinese family. It is an
important book that paints a multi-faceted portrait of a society
undergoing radical social transition. This book cracks the code
of love, loneliness, and belonging of contemporary China.’ Xiaolu Guo (on The Promise)
‘Unforgettable insights into the past and present of Chinese
women’s lives.’ - The Times (on The Good Women of China)
‘Extraordinary...told with generosity and warmth by a brilliant
storyteller.’ - Financial Times (on Message From An Unknown
Chinese Mother)
‘One would have to have a heart of stone not to be moved,’
- Economist (on Message from an Unknown Chinese Mother)
‘An absorbing, often startling, always persuasive exploration of
contemporary China.’ - Spectator (on Buy Me The Sky)
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One Midsummer Morning
Alastair Humphreys

A seasoned English adventurer walks out one morning in the
footsteps of Laurie Lee, across Spain, living by his violin
Put down this book, step outside, and go. The sunlit road calling
you. Nowhere to be but here. The freedom, all yours to choose.
If you could, would you?
Inspired by Laurie Lee, Humphreys set out to walk across Spain
travelling slowly, living simply, sleeping on hilltops and savouring
conversations with people he met on the hot and dusty road.
He carried no money, living, as Laurie had done, only by his
violin. The only problem was that Alastair played appallingly.
For a seasoned adventurer, this was a new challenge, that of
looking a fool.

UK: HarperCollins - TBC
UK Editor: Myles Archibald
US Rights: DHA (JW)
Primary Agent: JW
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Additional Info:
Extent - 107 pages
Illustrations - YES (TBC)
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript
Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - TBC

Humphreys takes a journey that is beautiful and beguiling and
asks questions on the way about home and responsibility and
just how easy it is today to walk out one midsummers morning.
Alastair Humphreys is an English adventurer, author and
motivational speaker. His first big adventure was completing
a four-year bicycle journey around the world. He has written
several books about his experiences, Moods of Future Joys, Ten
Lessons from the Road, Thunder and Sunshine and a series of
three children’s books called The Boy Who Biked the World.
Humphreys has competed in the gruelling Marathon des
Sables, a 150-mile run across the Sahara desert (with a broken
foot!), rowed across the English Channel with Major Phil Packer
to raise £1 million for Help for Heroes, walked across India, and i
packrafted across Iceland!
His 2011 “Year of Microadventure” earned him the National
Geographic accolade of “Adventurer of the Year”. Humphreys
pioneered the concept and coined the term “microadventure”
which has since gained him a global following.
Praise for Alastair Humphreys:
‘With the possible exception of Sir David Attenborough, that was
the best lecture, and the longest applause that I have heard in
the past 15 years.’ - The President of the Royal Geographical
Society

Nature and Travel 46

Digging In
Beth Lynch

A memoir about a life long obsession with plants and how
nurturing a garden can forge a sense of belonging

Digging In is a memoir about a life long obsession with plants.
It tells the story of how, uprooted in middle life, Beth Lynch tried
to forge a sense of belonging, to make herself at home, in the
way she knew best – by nurturing a garden, this time in the
mountains of the Swiss Jura.

UK: Weidenfeld & Nicholson - Spring
2019
UK Editor: Jenny Lord
US Rights: George Lucas (Inkwell)
Primary Agent: JW
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Additional Info:
Extent - 200 pages
Illustrations - YES (TBC)
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript due March 2018

You don’t have to travel far in order to feel out of place, to
find yourself wondering where and how you fit into the world.
Digging In is about carrying a garden through loss, dislocation
and relocation. Taking the garden with her inwardly, whilst
also carting bits of plants quite literally around England and
mainland Europe, Beth Lynch describes a journey that shook
her assumptions about integration and tested to the full the
healing power of the natural world, and of the soil.
Beth Lynch grew up in rural East Sussex, where she became
a gardener at a young age. She read English at Cambridge,
ultimately completing a doctorate in 17th century literature. For
the next decade she lectured and directed studies in English at
Trinity and Newnham Colleges, Cambridge. In her spare time,
she created gardens. She then qualified as a garden designer
before moving unexpectedly to Switzerland where she has
lived (and gardened) for several years.

Subagents:
Chinese - Andrew Nurnberg
Associates
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori
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Underland: A Deep Time Journey
Robert Macfarlane

In his most complex and biggest book to date
Macfarlane explores the culture and geographies of
underworlds
Moving from submarine potash mines to the interior of glaciers,
from nuclear storage facilities to Bronze Age burial mounds,
and from Parisian catacombs to labyrinthine cave-systems in
the karst of Eastern Europe, Macfarlane’s Underland explores at
length the visions and implications of deep time and darkness
for individual human lives, for the sphere of ethos, and for the
planet.

UK: Hamish Hamilton - May 2019
UK Editor: Simon Prosser
US: WW Norton - June 2019
US Editor: Matt Weiland
Primary Agent: JW
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Additional Info:
Extent - TBC
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Unedited
manuscript due May 2018
All Titles and Previous Publishers
Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

The journey of Underland will reach from the Hadean far
into the Anthropocene-to-be, moving from nanoseconds to
geo-eras and in terms of space from Picometers to tectonic
plates. Time, in this book, is not an arrow. It might be better
imagined as a shuttle, weaving backwards and forth, joining
apparently isolated historical moments, memories and motifs.
The underworld figures as the realm in which we store things we
wish to suppress (memories, ghosts, waste) and from which we
retrieve things of value (metals, metaphors, the dead) a terrain
with which we daily reckon, consciously and subconsciously.
Robert Macfarlane is a best-selling, multi-award-winning author
who is internationally renowned for his writing on landscape,
memory, place and nature. His first book, Mountains of the Mind:
A History of a Fascination (2003), won the Guardian First Book
Award, the Somerset Maugham Award, and the Sunday Times
Young Writer of the Year Award. Robert Macfarlane is a Fellow
of Emmanuel College, Cambridge. He lives in Cambridge with
his family.
Praise for Robert Macfarlane:
‘He is the great nature writer, and nature poet, of this generation.’
- Tom Shippey, The Wall Street Journal
‘He has a poet’s eye and a prose style that will make many a
novelist burn with envy.’ - John Banville,Observer
‘I’ll read anything Macfarlane writes.’ - David Mitchell,
Independent
‘Every movement needs stars. In [Macfarlane] we surely have
one, burning brighter with each book.’ - Telegraph
‘[Macfarlane] is
- Sunday Times

a

godfather

of

a

cultural

moment.’
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Under the Rock: The Poetry of a Place
Ben Myers

A book about a great big rock and how the mind
maps place

Scout Rock is the subject of Ted Hughes’s 1963 essay ‘The Rock’.
Hughes grew up here and said it was the source of all of his
writing – ‘a sacred place’ . Scout Rock in West Yorkshire is a
steep crag overlooking wooded slopes and flat weed-tangled
plateaus. To many it is a doomed place where 18th-century
thieves would hide out; suicides leapt to their death and the
asbestos that claimed so many lives was buried in the soil. Into
this beautiful, dark and complex landscape steps Benjamin
Myers, asking: are unremarkable places made remarkable by
the minds that map them? Walking is writing with your feet.
The result is a lyrical and unflinching investigation into nature,
literature, history, memory and the very meaning of place.
UK: Elliott & Thompson - May 2018
UK Editor: Jeannie Condell
US Rights: DHA (JW)
Primary Agent: JW
Translation Rights: DHA
Film/TV Rights: DHA (CI/PK)
Additional Info:
Extent - approx 88,000 words
Illustrations - NO
Material Available - Edited
manuscript
Subagents:
Chinese - Bardon Chinese Media
Japanese - Tuttle-Mori

Under the Rock is about badgers, balsam, history, nettles,
mythology, moorlands, mosses, poetry, bats, wild swimming, slugs,
recession, floods, literature, logging, peacocks, standing stones,
community, sound mirrors, asbestos, blackberries, quarries,
geology, industrial music and post-industrial landscapes, owls,
stone walls, farming, anxiety, the North, relocation, ruins and
runes, Neolithic boulders, woodpiles, folklore, landslides, the
EU, gossip, apples, terriers, woodlands, suicide, axes, weather,
ravens, walking, dales, valleys, deer stalking, abandoned
buildings, animal skulls, trespassing, canals, crows, factories,
maps, rain – lots of rain – and a great big rock.
Ben Myers is an author, journalist and poet. His novels include The
Gallows Pole (2017), which received the Roger Deakin Award,
was longlisted for the Walter Scott Historical Prize and has been
optioned for TV; These Darkening Days (2017) Turning Blue (2016);
Beastings (2014) which won the Portico Prize and the Northern
Writers’ Award, Pig Iron (2012), which won the inaugural Gordon
Burn Prize and was runner-up in the Guardian’s Not The Booker
Prize; and Richard (2010), a Sunday Times book of the year.
His journalism regularly appears in the Guardian, New Statesman,
Mojo, Caught By The River, New Scientist and others. In 2017 he
was selected as writer for the International Literature Showcase.

Praise for Turning Blue:
‘Ben Myers is the master of English rural noir... he has created a
whole new genre: folk crime. It is by turns gripping, ghastly and
unputdownable.’ - Paul Kingsnorth
‘Depraved and decadent... His prose is beautifully controlled
and so graphic it’s impossible not to picture the scenes he
conjures up in striking detail. ’ - Val McDermid, Guardian
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Muriel Spark Centenary 2018
2018 marks the 100th anniversary of the birth of classic writer,
Dame Muriel Spark
Muriel Spark originally worked as a secretary and then a poet and literary
journalist. She was completely unknown and impoverished until she
started her career as a story writer and then everything changed
overnight. A poet and novelist, she also wrote children’s books,
radio plays, a comedy Doctors of Philosophy, (first performed
in London in 1962 and published 1963) and biographies of
nineteenth-century literary figures, including Mary Shelley and
Emily Brontë.
For her long career of literary achievement, which began in 1951
when she won a short-story competition in the Observer, Muriel
Spark garnered international praise and many awards, which
include the David Cohen Prize for Literature, the Ingersoll T.S. Eliot
Award, the James Tait Black Memorial Prize, the Boccaccio Prize for
European Literature, the Gold Pen Award, the first Enlightenment Award
and the Italia Prize for dramatic radio.
From the appearance of her first novel, The Comforters (1957), Spark was warmly applauded by
many famous writers of the day including Evelyn Waugh, Graham Greene and W.H. Auden. Her
novel The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie was made into a play on Broadway and the West End of
London and then a famous film for which Maggie Smith won an Oscar. Muriel Spark was made a
Dame in 1993 in recognition of her services to literature. She was twice short-listed for the Booker
Prize, in 1969 for The Public Image and in 1981 for Loitering with Intent. She died on 15th April 2006,
aged 88.
It is to celebrate Spark’s bubbly wit that Virago has just published The Observing Eye, a wry collection
of her insights. The same volume will also be published in the US with the title A Good Comb by New
Directions in March.
A small gift edition of Muriel Spark’s brilliant asides, sayings, and aphorisms, this book is sheer joy:
“Neurotics are awfully quick to notice other people’s mentalities.”
“It is impossible to persuade a man who does not disagree, but smiles.”
“The sacrifice of pleasure is of course itself a pleasure.”
“It is impossible to repent of love. The sin of love does not exist.”
Praise for Muriel Spark:
‘Mercurially funny, playful and mischievous.’ - Ali Smith
‘She writes like an angel.’ - Stephen Fry
‘The greatest Scottish novelist of modern times... she was peerless, sparkling, inventive and
intelligent - the crème de la crème.’ - Ian Rankin
Primary Agent: DHA (GG)
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Upcoming Publications

Macmillan (UK) - 19th April
Berkley Books (US) - 1st May

Tuskar Rock (UK) - 19th April
Semiotexte (US) - 20th May

Transworld - 19th April

FSG (US) - 1st May
Century (UK) - 3rd May

HarperCollins(UK) - 3rd May
Touchstone (US) - June

Continuum (Bloomsbury) (WEL)
- 3rd May
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Upcoming Publications

Melville House (WEL) - 15th May

Ebury (UK) - 18th May (PB)

Granta (UK) - 22nd May

Hamish Hamilton (UK) - 24th May
Doubleday (US) - 9th January ‘19

Hamish Hamilton (AUS) - May
Picador (UK) - 26th June

Scribner (UK) - 26th July
Knopf (US) - TBC
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Film and TV News

Anatomy of a Scandal
by Sarah Vaughan
Film rights sold - details currently
embargoed

The Summer of Impossible Things
by Rowan Coleman
Film rights sold - details currently
embargoed

Our Kind of Cruelty by Araminta Hall
Film rights sold - details currently
embargoed
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Film and TV News

Breath by Tim Winton
Directed and starring
Simon Baker
AUS release: 2nd May 2018
UK release: TBC

The Devil Aspect by Craig Russell
Optioned by Columbia Pictures/Sony

Disobedience by Naomi Alderman
Starring Rachel Weiss
and Rachel McAdams
US release: May 2018
UK release: August 2018
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Sub-Agents

Bosnia, Croatia, Macedonia, Slovenia: Plima Literary Agency
Brazil : Tassy Barham Associates
Bulgaria: Nika Literary Agency/ Plima Literary Agency
China: Andrew Nurnberg Associates / Bardon Chinese Media Agency/ Big Apple
Czech: Kristin Olson Literarni Agentura/Andrew Nurnberg Associates
France: La Nouvelle Agence
Hungary: Katai & Bolza/ Lex Copyright
Indonesia: Maxima Creative Agency
Italy: Italian Literary Agency
Israel: The Book Publishers Association of Israel
Japan: The English Agency / Tuttle-Mori/ Japan Uni
Korea: Eric Yang Agency
Poland: Anna Jarota Agency/ BookLab
Romania: Simona Kessler Agency
Russia: Van Lear Agency/ Andrew Nurnberg Associates
Serbia: Plima Literary Agency
Slovak: Kristin Olson Literarni Agentura
Thailand: The Silkroad Agency/ Tuttle-Mori Thailand
Turkey: Anatalia Literary Agency/ Akcali
DHA sub-agents
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